












Andrew Sears

2308 Duane Street

Los Angeles, CA 90039


Re: Council File 21-0119


To whom this may concern,


I am extremely dismayed at the way the city monument ordinance is being manipulated on 
behalf of the prospective developers of the Taix Restaurant property. The restaurant has been 
designated a monument for various reasons, and yet the council-member’s office has cherry 
picking items on their behalf that don’t actually preserve the monument, and arguably violate 
the designation. The recommended manipulations would completely and irreversibly disgorge 
the true heart of the monument itself.


For decades, our community has benefited from the unique character of the Taix building. This 
includes the culture of continental dining that came to Los Angeles after WWII. Taix is a rare 
example of a restaurant that has maintained a commitment to this style of dining. I understand 
that there will be challenges to keeping the restaurant open, but there are other uses for such a 
space while still being able to protect it as a city historical monument. 


The building itself is a rare remaining vestige of the diversity of styles that once graced the 
streets of Los Angeles. These kitschy structures have been celebrated in books, and their 
destruction has been lamented over and over again. I read that the some on the committee 
berated the structure as nothing but kitsch, like Disneyland; and that the building itself is fake 
construction. I find this comment goes against the past precedents of the committee. The vast 
majority of this city is a fake facade that recreates culture from all over the world, yet many of 
those buildings have been designated as monuments. Monument 949, Bank of America 
Building in Echo Park is no more authentic in its construction materials than the Taix building, 
and yet it has qualified for protection. The designation document uses language including 
“decorative” and “ornamentation”, and also that the building itself is just painted concrete. It is 
not actual stone. Why would one fake building material be considered any more or less valid 
than another?


Like the Bank of America facade, the Taix facade is a gem along the charm bracelet that is 
Sunset Blvd, and there are very few left. 


The council-member’s office exists to serve the community. The act of finding loopholes 
(saving only a few elements of the monument) to help outside developers destroy a local 
landmark makes me question who’s interest they are serving. In that light, it would faulty of the 
commission to consider any recommendations from that office.

Please include this letter in the record for Council File 21-0119
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