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MICHAEL N. FEUER
CITY ATTORNEY

R21-0040REPORT NO.
February 1,2021

REPORT RE:

REQUEST FOR WAIVER OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
FOR BRADLEY & GMELICH LLP

IN ITS REPRESENATION OF CITY IN THE MATTER OF ROSA CANALES v. CITY OF LOS 
ANGELES ET. AL., LASC CASE NO. 20STCV4072

The Honorable City Council 
of the City of Los Angeles 

Room 395, City Hall 
200 North Spring Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012

Honorable Members:

The City was recently served with a Summons and Complaint wherein Plaintiff Rosa 
Canales alleges that she tripped and fell on construction netting at or near the intersection 
of 4th Street and St. Louis Street, in Los Angeles, California. The Complaint names the 
City of Los Angeles, Sully-Miller Construction Company (“Sully-Miller”), and Elecnor Belco 
Electric, Inc. Sully-Miller has agreed to defend and indemnify the City, and has requested 
that the firm of Bradley & Gmelich, LLP represent both it and the City in this lawsuit.

Bradley & Gmelich has identified certain actual and potential conflicts requiring 
disclosure, waiver and consent. Specifically, Bradley & Gmelich is also currently 
representing defendant, Danielle Bradley in an automobile v. automobile accident entitled 
Robert Henderson as GAL of Nicholas Henderson v. Jorhan Ferguson, et al., LASC Case 
No. 19STCV03641. This case involves a two vehicle accident where plaintiff has sued 
Ms. Bradley (the driver of one of the vehicles) and the City of Los Angeles, along with 
other defendants. Plaintiff’s allegations against the City are that the roadway where the
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accident occurred was a dangerous condition of public property. The City has filed a 
cross-complaint for equitable indemnity against various defendants, including Ms. 
Bradley, who is represented by Bradley & Gmelich. Of note, Ms. Bradley has not filed a 
cross-complaint against the City.

Because the City has filed a cross-complaint against Ms. Bradley in the Henderson case, 
Bradley & Gmelich is in an adverse position to the City which presents a conflict of 
interest. However, it should be noted that the location, facts, circumstances and 
allegations of the Henderson case are separate and distinct from the location, facts, 
circumstances and allegations of the Canales case. Thus, the information or 
documentation discovered in the Canales case will not have any bearing or impact on the 
Henderson case and vice versa as these are separate and unrelated matters. 
Nonetheless, Bradley & Gmelich has confirmed that it will create a confidentiality screen 
between these unrelated matters to ensure that no information from one case pertaining 
to the City of Los Angeles will be used or even considered in the other.

The California Rules of Professional Conduct preclude a potentially adverse 
representation without a waiver. Bradley & Gmelich has requested such a waiver by 
means of a letter dated January 21, 2021, and the City Attorney recommends that the 
waiver be approved.

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact Deputy City Attorney 
Lala Kahramanian at (818) 497-7852. She or another member of this Office will be 
present when you consider this matter to answer any questions you may have.

Very truly yours,

MICHAEL N. FEUER, City Attorney

ANNE HALEY 
Assistant City Attorney
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