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Dear Sirs and Madams, 

 

This letter contains my personal support of the Project as proposed by the Applicant, and my 

support of the points made in the Appeal filed by Rosenheim & Associates on behalf of the 

Applicant of decisions rendered by the City Planning Commission at their Nov. 5, 2020 meeting 

and the “Corrected” Letter of Determination issued Dec. 15, 2020. 

 

I am a sitting—and recently re-elected—Representative of the Woodland Hills-Warner Center 

Neighborhood Council (WHWCNC), a 19-year member of that Council’s PLUM committee, and 

I also serve as Vice President of the Woodland Hills Homeowners Organization (WHHO). But, 
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as per legal guidelines, I am registering my Appeal as a stakeholder who lives, operates a 

licensed business and is a member of community-serving organizations based in Woodland Hills. 

 

You should also know that I am thoroughly acquainted with all of the facts of this Planning Case 

in that I was the co-chairman of the PLUM committee, the primary Case Leader for this project 

in the numerous presentation and discussions it had in PLUM meeting, authored the Case Report 

for the project, and presented it to the WHWCNC Board for their vote.  

 

I support the Appeal filed by Rosenheim & Associates of the CPC decisions because the CPC 

Determination approves a project which is contrary to the agreements and decisions that 

were achieved through numerous and arduous negotiations by then Council District-3 Planning 

Deputy Andrew Pennington, a large group of homeowners and land holders who are/would be 

impacted by this project, authorized representatives of the City Planning Department, the 

Applicant, the Ventura-Cahuenga Corridor Specific Plan Review Board (PRB), community 

organizations including the WHHO, and decisions and recommendations made by the 

WHWCNC PLUM Committee and the Neighborhood Council Board. Those agreements and 

requests were ALL ENDORSED BY CD-3 COUNCILMAN BOB BLUMENFIELD. 

 

These agreed-to resolutions and changes on the Project’s design were then submitted to City 

Planning and were under review for 14+ months with no feedback as to the design of the project 

as proposed or the entitlement requests.   

 

It wasn’t until the proposed project—which had the support and backing of all parties concerned 

along the line—reached the City Planning Commission, that City Planning’s Recommendation 

Report made an ill-considered decision to insert a last minute request for changes which the 

community, the applicant, the community groups nor the Council District staff or CD-3 

Councilman Bob Blumenfield had previously negotiated or agreed to, and had virtually only a 

few seconds to consider or even argue. 

 

That surreptitious move by City Planning has wrongfully undermined the three years of complex 

negotiations and highly weighed decisions by the key players in the Woodland Hills community 

and the neighbors—basically depriving them of rights and their voices. It also puts the City of 

LA at peril of being sued over an ill-considered determination.  

  

I am in support of the project as proposed by the Applicant and request that the Planning and 

Land Use Management Committee reverse the decision by the City Planning Commission 

relative to those changes as recommended by City Planning, which were outside of the 

agreements reached by the community, the neighbors, the CD-3 Councilman and Planning 

Deputy and representative community groups like the Neighborhood Council and the WHHO, I 

ask that the City Council’s Planning Committee disallow the last minute changes made at the 

November 5, 2020 City Planning Commission, and instead revert back to what was 

originally proposed by the Applicant to the City Planning Commission.  
  

I --and many others-- believe that the City has an obligation to uphold what the neighbors, area 

residents and businesses, elected officials including the CD-3 Councilman, and even numerous 

individuals and levels in the Planning Department carefully negotiated and agreed to.  



 

Again, the project, site plan and design as originally proposed came as a result of over three 

years of collaboration and  six (6) major design iterations to arrive at a project that will enhance a 

neglected hillside neighborhood, add an important commercial entity to that area and create a 

distinctive, major landmark for the community on Chalk Hill. 

Furthermore, it is obvious to anyone even remotely familiar with this site and its history of 

commercial failure-after-failure there, that the originally requested Vesting Zone Change/Height 

District Change and Specific Plan Amendments will help to redevelop the vacant site with a new 

modern hotel not currently available in the surrounding area, and in turn will help to revitalize 

this stretch of the Ventura Boulevard corridor that has only recently been showing signs of new 

life with the new architecturally-important Porsche Dealership now under construction. 

I urge you to take all of these facts under consideration when evaluating this vital project. I 

believe the last-minute Planning changes could result in this project being withdrawn by the 

Applicant, leaving our community with a continuing eyesore that produces no tax revenue for the 

City and offers no employment opportunities for the foreseeable future. 

Again, please reverse the Denials made at the November 5, 2020 City Planning Commission, 

and instead Approve what was originally presented to the City Planning Commission.  
 

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. 

 

Respectfully submitted, May 14, 2021 (by Email) 

 

 Martin Lipkin (No Sig Avail.) 

 6153 County Oak Road 

 Woodland Hills, CA  91367 

 

 

 

 


