
LADBS HAULREQUEST <ladbs.haulrequest@lacity.org>

Board File 200084 / Item #6 
1 message

Angela Roessel <angela@angelaroessel.com> Mon, Feb 1, 2021 at 11:18 AM
To: "ladbs.haulrequest@lacity.org" <ladbs.haulrequest@lacity.org>
Cc: Stella Grey <stella.grey@dspna.org>, Ellen Evans <dspna@dspna.org>

Good morning!

I received the package for the proposed haul route. It will use Lookout Mountain and Laurel Canyon. 
Our objections remain in place: 

Traffic and parking problems caused by construction workers that can use any street to get in and
out;
We live in the extreme high fire hazard zone and in a landslide zone. 
Blockages of Sunset Plaza drive that is the only egress route in case of disaster and that is the
alternate ingress route for emergency vehicles. 
Cumulative impact of hauling and construction : 2251 SPD and 2275 SPD, each approximately
13,000 square feet just started;  2201 SPD is still under review (approx. 15,000 square ft) but
already scheduled for a haul route hearings this Tuesday; 2034 SPD was dormant but resumed
work, 1900 SPD started demolition 2 weeks ago and is a substantial project with a haul route)

Warm regards,
Angela Roessel
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February 2, 2021 
 
VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 
 
Board of Building and Safety Commissioners  
c/o Dina Elkinawy 
201 N. Figueroa, Room 900 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
Dina.elkinawy@lacity.org  
 

Re: Haul Route Permit and CEQA Environmental Determination for 2201 North 
Sunset Plaza Drive (Board File Number 200084; ENV 2019-3123-CE) 

 
Dear Commissioners: 
 

This firm represents Doheny-Sunset Plaza Neighborhood Association (“Association”). 
On February 2, 2021 the Board of Building and Safety Commissioners (“Board”) will consider a 
haul route permit for 2201 North Sunset Plaza Drive (the “Project”). Staff is recommending that 
the Board determine that the Project is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act 
(“CEQA”). Significantly, the Board is poised to take two actions: (1) Approve or Deny a Haul 
Route Permit, and (2) Certify or Reject a Proposed Categorical Exemption under CEQA. The 
Association strongly opposes the proposed haul route permit and recommended determination 
that the Project is exempt from CEQA.  

 
The proposed grading activity has the potential to endanger the public health, safety and 

welfare. As a result, the Board cannot approve the permit today pursuant to Los Angeles 
Municipal Code (“LCAMC”) Section 91.7006.7.5. The Board should also reject the proposed 
categorical exemption. A Mitigated Negative Declaration must be prepared (at a minimum) to 
review the environmental impacts associated with the Project. The Board should continue the 
item to allow for further analysis (including a determination of the precise grading proposed by 
the applicant).  
 
// 
 
// 
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I. The Board Cannot Approve a Haul Route That May Endanger the Public 

Health, Safety and Welfare Pursuant to Los Angeles Municipal Code (“LAMC”) 
Section 91.7006.7.5 

 
Section 91.7006.7.5 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code sets out the review process for haul 

route permits. Notably, subsection 5 states that the Board of Building and Safety Commissioners 
shall consider the views of the applicant and all other affected persons. Further, this subsection 
states that the board shall deny the request [for a haul route permit] when it “determines that the 
grading activity, including the hauling operation, will endanger the public health, safety and 
welfare.”  

 
As explained below, the Project has the potential to endanger the public, healthy, safety and 

welfare because the grading quantities exceed what the amended Baseline Hillside Ordinance 
(“BHO”) allows. The maximum “by right” grading maximum under the BHO for a RE-15 zoned 
property is 3,200 cubic yards. A screenshot from the applicable chart in the BHO is shown 
below. 

 

 
 
Yet, the applicant proposes to grade and export a total of 5,237 cubic yards. Only a Zoning 

Administrator can authorize deviations from the by-right maximum set out in the BHO pursuant 
to LAMC Section 12.21.C.10(f)(4). The BBSC does not have such authority. 

 
Clearly, authorizing grading in excess of what the BHO authorizes (and without the 

appropriate entitlement issued by a Zoning Administrator), poses a danger to the public health, 
safety and welfare. The City adopted the BHO’s grading limitations in order to address these 
types of issues.   Indeed, in enacting the BHO, the City Council stated as follows: “Currently, 
there are no limits to the quantity of grading or to the amount of earth one can import or export 
from a property, resulting in major alterations of the City’s natural terrain, the loss of natural on-
site drainage courses, increased drainage impacts to the community, off-site impacts, 
and increased loads on under-improved hillside streets during construction.” The BHO was 
specifically adopted “[i]n order to address these issues.” 
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II. The City Has Not Properly Analyzed Cumulative Impacts 
 

Neither a Class 3 nor Class 32 exemption may be utilized if there are applicable exceptions 
pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2. The City has improperly analyzed the 
cumulative impact exception.   In order to justify a conclusion that there are no cumulative 
impacts, the Notice of Exemption (“NOE”) states that there is only one haul route project within 
500 feet. However, this 500-foot radius is entirely arbitrary and necessarily understates the 
Project’s cumulative impacts.  The City should evaluate all major construction projects along the 
proposed haul route. These projects include, but are not limited to, the following: 

 
• 2290 Sunset Plaza Drive 
• 2275 Sunset Plaza Drive 
• 2251 Sunset Plaza Drive 
• 2201 Sunset Plaza Drive 
• 2115 Sunset Plaza Drive 
• 2125 Sunset Plaza Drive 
• 2034 Sunset Plaza Drive 
• 1916 Sunset Plaza Drive 
• 1911 Sunset Plaza Drive 
• 1900 Sunset Plaza Drive 
 
The City should also take into consideration the ongoing school construction project at 

Wonderland Elementary School. In sum, the cumulative impact analysis is entirely insufficient 
and inadequate.  

 
III. Removal of Trees May Impact Nesting Birds  

 
There are also significant biological impacts that prevent the City from deeming the Project 

exempt pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2(c). The applicant proposes to remove 11 
mature trees and a Tree Removal Permit is required from Board of Public Boards. Biologists 
uniformly agree that removal of trees during nesting season poses a significant environmental 
impact and the City has no applicable regulatory compliance measure that prevent such removals 
from occurring during nesting season. Therefore, the Project has the potential for significant 
environmental impacts to biological resources. As a result, the City cannot deem the Project 
exempt under either the Class 3 or Class 32 exemption and must conduct a Mitigated Negative 
Declaration and adopt mitigation measures to prevent such impacts.  
  

IV. Conclusion  
 
The Association respectfully request that the Board continue the item to allow for further 

evaluation and analysis. The Project clearly has the potential to endanger the public health, safety 
and welfare pursuant to LAMC 91.7006.7.5.  I may be contacted at 310-982-1760 or at 
jamie.hall@channellawgroup.com if you have any questions, comments or concerns.  
 

      Sincerely, 
                                                                              

 
                                                                            Jamie T. Hall 



LADBS HAULREQUEST <ladbs.haulrequest@lacity.org>

Public Comment: Board File 200084, Item #6 
1 message

anitazuck <anitazuck@gmail.com> Mon, Feb 1, 2021 at 3:43 PM
To: ladbs.haulrequest@lacity.org

To Whom It May Concern:

As residents of Mountcrest Avenue not far from the intersection Hollywood Boulevard and Queens
Road, who are constantly victims of traffic and parking problems relative to enormous construction projects
such as the present one, we object to the granting of the present “haul route”.   Our neighborhood is a high
fire hazard zone as well as a landslide zone, such that blockages of Sunset Plaza Drive by truck hauling and
other vehicles poses a substantial threat of multiple dangers: Sunset Plaza Drive provides the only egress for
residents and is the alternate ingress for emergency vehicles, access which will be compromised if not
destroyed by the proposed “haul route.” 

Moreover, the cumulative impact of hauling and construction is likely to be not only disruptive but
hazardous: 2251 SPD and 2275 SPD, each approximately 13,000 square feet just started;  2201 SPD is still
under review (approximately 15,000 square ft) but already scheduled for a haul route hearings this Tuesday;
2034 SPD was dormant but resumed work, 1900 SPD started demolition 2 weeks ago and is a substantial
project with a haul route.

Please deny the present request which flies in the face of permitted construction and will constitute a
continuing hazard to our neighborhood.
            Thank you,
            Dr. Robert and Anita Zuckerman, Esq.

1626 Mountcrest Avenue
            Los Angeles, CA  90069

https://www.google.com/maps/search/1626+Mountcrest+Avenue+%C2%A0%C2%A0%C2%A0%C2%A0%C2%A0%C2%A0%C2%A0%C2%A0%C2%A0%C2%A0%C2%A0%C2%A0Los+Angeles,+CA%C2%A0%C2%A090069?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/1626+Mountcrest+Avenue+%C2%A0%C2%A0%C2%A0%C2%A0%C2%A0%C2%A0%C2%A0%C2%A0%C2%A0%C2%A0%C2%A0%C2%A0Los+Angeles,+CA%C2%A0%C2%A090069?entry=gmail&source=g


Veronica Lopez <veronica.lopez@lacity.org>

Re: BF 200084 (Item 6 on the agenda for February 2, 2021 hearing) 
1 message

Stella Grey <stella.grey@dspna.org> Mon, Feb 1, 2021 at 10:32 PM
To: LADBS HAULREQUEST <ladbs.haulrequest@lacity.org>
Cc: Ellen Evans <dspna@dspna.org>, Dina Elkinawy <dina.elkinawy@lacity.org>, Veronica Lopez
<veronica.lopez@lacity.org>

Dear Commissioners,

The Doheny Sunset Plaza Neighborhood Association has serious concerns about granting a haul route for 5237 cubic
yards to the project at 2201 Sunset Plaza Drive for the following reasons:

1 - The project is still in plancheck and, according to Victor Cuevas, the applicant has not returned with corrections after
the last cycle of comments. The exact volume of export permitted by the code will not be known until the plan check
process is completed.
 
Allowing a random volume of export that exceeds by-right quantities violates the Los Angeles Municipal Code and
Baseline Hillside Ordinance.  

We request that the Board File #200084 is continued until export quantities are confirmed and if they are higher than by
right, they have to be approved by a Zoning Administrator before the haul route is confirmed.

2 - There are multiple large scale construction projects happening within close proximity from each other on Sunset Plaza
Drive. The Planning department and LADBS review each project on its own merits but they do so without evaluating the
cumulative impact of multiple projects on traffic and safety.  We know that there is a cumulative impact, and we would like
to make sure you are aware of what's going on and what is planned for this critical route.
- 2251 Sunset Plaza Drive and 2275 Sunset Plaza Drive, each approximately 13,000 square feet
(http://www.benbacal.com/propertydetails/300470/2275-sunset-plaza-dr), just started work. Both projects are within the
same 2200 block as the applicant.
- 2034 Sunset Plaza Drive is active and is in the beginning phase.
- 1900 Sunset Plaza Drive started demolition 2 weeks ago and is a substantial project with a haul route.

All these and many other smaller projects that I did not mention here require massive amounts of concrete and
other materials, construction equipment and workers. All delivery vehicles use or will use Sunset Plaza drive for ingress
and egress. To top it off,  the DWP pipe replacement project will continue until the end of this year.  Though the work is on
side streets, equipment, materials and workers all add to Sunset Plaza Drive traffic conditions.

If you drive along the proposed haul route,  you will notice a large dumpster near virtually every construction site. Add to it
10-wheelers, concrete mixers, flatbeds that all use the same street to get in and out and you will understand why we are
so gravely concerned. 

We are already experiencing frequent street blockages resulting in traffic delays caused by oversized vehicles blocking
the street. We do not need you to add another haul route to exacerbate already hazardous conditions.

Emergency vehicles will not be able to get through and the residents, in case of a natural disaster, will not be able to
escape. Please stop putting our lives in danger. 

Please continue the project until the code compliant export quantity is confirmed and cumulative impact of construction is
evaluated. 

Respectfully,
Stella Grey
Vice President
Doheny Sunset Plaza Neighborhood Association.

https://www.google.com/maps/search/2201+Sunset+Plaza+Drive?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/2251+Sunset+Plaza%C2%A0Drive?entry=gmail&source=g
http://www.benbacal.com/propertydetails/300470/2275-sunset-plaza-dr


LADBS HAULREQUEST <ladbs.haulrequest@lacity.org>

Board file 200084 Item #6/OBJECTION 
1 message

MADELINE MCFADDEN <madmcfad@me.com> Mon, Feb 1, 2021 at 10:04 PM
To: ladbs.haulrequest@lacity.org

To the Board of Building and Safety Commissioners, 

I would have thought that after the runaway construction you permitted to happen in the Bird Streets—especially in
Doheny Estates-- that you would have learned something.  Apparently not. 

So, here we are again, deja vu, asking the Board to take into account cumulative construction activity in a neighborhood,
excessive grading requests and the 
condition of the road around the site. 

I live—or used to live— at 1805 N. Doheny Drive.  It was our primary residence, but thanks to what this Board allowed by
way of non-stop and multiple construction projects, we left and bought a second 
home far from LA.  We prefer not to be there as from our front door we hear not only construction from out neighborhood
but now have to watch the destruction of the hillside in front of us from 2251 Sunset Plaza Drive. The 
permitting of that project was criminal, but I digress.  There is massive, large scale construction at 2251 and with it
gigantic equipment —it is a site that construction trucks from 2201 will have to pass. 
Sunset Plaza Drive on a good day is hard to navigate…there is no room for equipment/workers for two builds on that
street doors away from each other.  The safety factor alone is reason to deny this route... 

This project is too big, the road too small and the hillsides too important to allow more projects like the disgrace at 2251.  I
ask that you deny the haul route for 2201 Sunset Plaza Drive.  

Madeline Nunez 

2251 Sunset Plaza 

IMG_2575.MOV 
11047K

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkd0zYmnWOENOSeHohq8izQpHqjlEh-WtN1oGQsE1sghclDR14/u/0?ui=2&ik=d179911dc8&view=att&th=177615c2797fca4f&attid=0.1&disp=attd&safe=1&zw


Veronica Lopez <veronica.lopez@lacity.org>

Re: BF 200084 (Item 6 on the agenda for February 2, 2021 hearing) 
1 message

Stella Grey <stella.grey@dspna.org> Mon, Feb 1, 2021 at 10:32 PM
To: LADBS HAULREQUEST <ladbs.haulrequest@lacity.org>
Cc: Ellen Evans <dspna@dspna.org>, Dina Elkinawy <dina.elkinawy@lacity.org>, Veronica Lopez
<veronica.lopez@lacity.org>

Dear Commissioners,

The Doheny Sunset Plaza Neighborhood Association has serious concerns about granting a haul route for 5237 cubic
yards to the project at 2201 Sunset Plaza Drive for the following reasons:

1 - The project is still in plancheck and, according to Victor Cuevas, the applicant has not returned with corrections after
the last cycle of comments. The exact volume of export permitted by the code will not be known until the plan check
process is completed.
 
Allowing a random volume of export that exceeds by-right quantities violates the Los Angeles Municipal Code and
Baseline Hillside Ordinance.  

We request that the Board File #200084 is continued until export quantities are confirmed and if they are higher than by
right, they have to be approved by a Zoning Administrator before the haul route is confirmed.

2 - There are multiple large scale construction projects happening within close proximity from each other on Sunset Plaza
Drive. The Planning department and LADBS review each project on its own merits but they do so without evaluating the
cumulative impact of multiple projects on traffic and safety.  We know that there is a cumulative impact, and we would like
to make sure you are aware of what's going on and what is planned for this critical route.
- 2251 Sunset Plaza Drive and 2275 Sunset Plaza Drive, each approximately 13,000 square feet
(http://www.benbacal.com/propertydetails/300470/2275-sunset-plaza-dr), just started work. Both projects are within the
same 2200 block as the applicant.
- 2034 Sunset Plaza Drive is active and is in the beginning phase.
- 1900 Sunset Plaza Drive started demolition 2 weeks ago and is a substantial project with a haul route.

All these and many other smaller projects that I did not mention here require massive amounts of concrete and
other materials, construction equipment and workers. All delivery vehicles use or will use Sunset Plaza drive for ingress
and egress. To top it off,  the DWP pipe replacement project will continue until the end of this year.  Though the work is on
side streets, equipment, materials and workers all add to Sunset Plaza Drive traffic conditions.

If you drive along the proposed haul route,  you will notice a large dumpster near virtually every construction site. Add to it
10-wheelers, concrete mixers, flatbeds that all use the same street to get in and out and you will understand why we are
so gravely concerned. 

We are already experiencing frequent street blockages resulting in traffic delays caused by oversized vehicles blocking
the street. We do not need you to add another haul route to exacerbate already hazardous conditions.

Emergency vehicles will not be able to get through and the residents, in case of a natural disaster, will not be able to
escape. Please stop putting our lives in danger. 

Please continue the project until the code compliant export quantity is confirmed and cumulative impact of construction is
evaluated. 

Respectfully,
Stella Grey
Vice President
Doheny Sunset Plaza Neighborhood Association.


