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In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Federal government enacted legislation that 
provides emergency funding to support the country's residents, infrastructure, and industries. The 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES Act) made available $5 billion in 
Community Development Block Grant Coronavirus (CDBG-CV) funds to be used to prevent, 
prepare for, and respond to COVID-19. The City has received a total of $71,129,782 in CDBG- 
CV funding. This funding represents a critical component of the City’s recovery from COVID-19, 
and should continue to be prioritized to the hardest hit communities of the City.

Food insecurity continues to be a pressing challenge to thousands of families across the 
City. According to a December 2020 survey conducted by the Public Policy Institute of California, 
39 percent of Los Angeles County households making under $40,000 reported reducing the 
number of meals or cutting back on food as a result of the turmoil caused by COVID-19. Food 
pantries operated by non-profit organizations have provided lifesaving food aid to struggling 
residents. However, resources to sustain this assistance are limited. For example, North Valley 
Caring Services’ Food Pantry provides over 1,000 local families with more than 80,000 pounds of 
food per month. The pantry was operating twice weekly for several months of the pandemic, and 
though demand continues at increased rates, reduced food supply from the United States 
Department of Agriculture forced the pantry to reduce its pantry to one day per week. Even as 
infection rates decline, food insecurity will continue to be a prevalent issue as the lasting effects 
of job loss, back rent, medical bills, and other pandemic related impacts ripple through the 
community. It is therefore critical to provide the financial resources for food pantries to continue 
sourcing the food and supplies necessary to continue serving the families of Los Angeles.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the Council allocate $2,000,000 of Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBG-CV) funding to create a grant program to support Los Angeles food pantries 
and direct the Housing and Community Investment Department, with the assistance of the Chief 
Legislative Analyst, to take all necessary actions to develop and implement said program, 
including authorizing all necessary contract authorities.
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