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March 22, 2021

The Honorable Eric Garcetti 
Mayor, City of Los Angeles 
200 North Spring Street, Room 303 
Los Angeles, California 90012

Dear Mayor Garcetti:

I am writing this letter as an official reminder that the City of Los Angeles, California, has until 
April 21, 2021, to adopt and have the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Region 
9 Office approve floodplain management regulations that satisfy the National Flood Insurance 
Program (NFIP) requirements found at Title 44 of the Code of Federal Regulations (C.F.R.), 
Section 60.3.

The FEMA Region 9 Mitigation team notified you and your staff on October 21, 2020, of the 
revised flood hazard data affecting the Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) and Flood Insurance 
Study (FIS) report for your community. This correspondence and subsequent correspondence 
dated January 15, 2021, also informed you that the City of Los Angeles must adopt floodplain 
management measures, such as a floodplain management ordinance, that meet or exceed the 
minimum NFIP requirements by April 21, 2021, to avoid suspension from the NFIP.

If suspended, your community becomes ineligible for flood insurance through the NFIP. This 
means that no new insurance policies can be sold, and existing policies cannot be renewed. 
According to our records, there are over 8,200 flood insurance policies in force in the City, 
covering over $2.6 billion of flood risk. The NFIP has paid $20,767,500 in insurance claims to 
date.

If the City is suspended from the NFIP, it will also be removed from the Community Rating 
System (CRS) Program. Currently, policy holders receive a 15 percent discount on their NFIP 
flood insurance premiums as the result of the City’s participation in the CRS with a Class 7 
rating. If your community is suspended, you may regain CRS eligibility, after enacting the 
floodplain management measures. However, to rejoin the CRS, your community must submit a 
complete, new application and will not automatically be reinstated at the previous class. The 
CRS discount on NFIP insurance policies in the City would not be available to policy holders 
until this reinstatement is completed. Suspension from CRS will result in a loss of insurance 
premium discounts of about $484,000 annually in the City. For the 1,745 policy holders in high- 
risk flood zones, this means their premiums would increase by an average of $260.



FEMA and the California Department of Water Resources (CDWR) reviewed the City’s current 
floodplain management regulations and identified several deficiencies on April 10, 2020. We 
worked with your staff at the Public Works Department and provided technical assistance on the 
update of the draft floodplain management regulations for compliance with the NFIP regulations. 
Our staff had numerous productive discussions with the City on the development of an updated 
ordinance. FEMA and CDWR reviewed the draft and determined that, if adopted, the ordinance 
would meet the minimum requirements of the NFIP.

I greatly appreciate the close partnership FEMA Region 9 shares with the City of Los Angeles 
and for the City keeping my team apprised of die progress being made to adopt floodplain 
management measures to satisfy the NFIP requirements. I understand the Planning Commission 
will hear the ordinance on March 25, 2021, which is an important step towards consideration of 
adoption of the ordinance by the approaching deadline.

I strongly encourage you to take the needed measures to enact compliant, legally enforceable 
floodplain management measures by April 21, 2021, to avoid suspension from the NFIP and 
removal from the CRS. If the City is encountering difficulties in enacting its floodplain 
management measures, FEMA staff are available to assist.

Thank you for your leadership and commitment to the NFIP. If you have any questions or require 
assistance, please contact Kathryn Lipiecki, Mitigation Division Director, at (510) 627-7211.

Sincerely,

i

Tammy Littrell
Acting Regional Administrator

Gary Lee Moore, City Engineer, City of Los Angeles
Michael Mierzwa, State Floodplain Manager, California Department of Water Resources 
Kelly Soule, State NFIP Coordinator, California Department of Water Resources 
Kathryn Lipiecki, Director, Mitigation Division, FEMA Region 9 ”-------------------
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