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MICHAEL N. FEUER
CITY ATTORNEY

1 0 12 3REPORT NO.
APR 0 8 2021

REPORT RE:

DRAFT ORDINANCE AMENDING THE SPECIFIC PLAN FOR THE MANAGEMENT 
OF FLOOD HAZARDS, ESTABLISHED BY ORDINANCE NO. 154,405 AND 

AMENDED BY ORDINANCE NOS. 163,913 AND 172,081, TO UPDATE IT TO MEET 
CURRENT FEDERAL STANDARDS AND TO RENAME IT 

THE FLOOD HAZARD MANAGEMENT ORDINANCE

The Honorable City Council 
of the City of Los Angeles 

Room 395, City Hall 
200 North Spring Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012

Council File No. 21-0346

Honorable Members:

This Office has prepared and now transmits for your consideration the enclosed 
draft ordinance, approved as to form and legality. The draft ordinance amends the un
codified regulations known as the Specific Plan for the Management of Flood Hazards 
(established by Ordinance Number 154,405 and amended by Ordinance Numbers 
163,913 and 172,081) to rename it the Flood Hazard Management Ordinance and 
update its provisions to meet current federal standards.

Background and Summary of Ordinance Provisions

Since 1980, the City has participated in the National Flood Insurance Program 
(NFIP), a federal program created by the National Flood Insurance Act and 
administered by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). (See 
Ordinance No. 154,405 establishing the Specific Plan for the Management of Flood 
Hazards.) Through this program, property owners in the City can purchase federally
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sponsored flood insurance, which is available at a reduced premium rate because of the 
City’s good standing in the federal program.

In order to participate in the program, the City must implement and enforce 
regulations that conform to the NFIP’s standards. Those standards are updated from 
time to time, and on January 15, 2021, the City was notified by FEMA that its ordinance 
failed to meet the current federal requirements. FEMA informed the City that if its 
ordinance is not updated prior to April 21,2021, it will be suspended from the NFIP.

On March 25, 2021, the City Planning Commission (CPC) considered and voted 
to recommend adoption of a proposed ordinance amending the City’s flood hazard 
management regulations to meet the current NFIP requirements.

The CPC's transmittal report to the City Council, dated March 30, 2021 (CPC 
Transmittal Report), includes Planning’s staff report, which provides a detailed history of 
the City’s flood hazard management regulations, as well as a description of the 
amendments effectuated by the draft ordinance. Notably, the draft ordinance 
transmitted by this Office amends the title of the regulations to reflect what they are 
more accurately. These regulations are not provisions of a specific plan, as that term is 
used in the Los Angeles Municipal Code, but are a set of standards and requirements 
that apply Citywide, and meet or exceed the federal mandates established by the NFIP. 
Therefore, to avoid confusion the ordinance is renamed the Flood Hazard Management 
Ordinance through this amendment.

Additionally, the draft ordinance includes an urgency clause to enable the 
ordinance to become effective upon publication. The draft ordinance includes a 
statement describing the urgency as required by Charter Section 253. Urgency 
ordinances require a three-fourths vote of the City Council in order to pass.

Charter Findings Required

Charter Section 558(b)(3) requires the City Council to make the findings required 
in Subsection (b)(2) of the same section, namely adoption of the proposed ordinance 
will be in conformity with public necessity, convenience, general welfare, and good 
zoning practice. Charter Section 558(b)(3)(A) allows the City Council to adopt an 
ordinance conforming to the CPC’s recommendation of approval of the ordinance, if the 
CPC recommends such approval. Similarly, Charter Section 556 requires the City 
Council to make findings showing that the action is in substantial conformance with the 
purposes, intent and provisions of the General Plan. The City Council can either adopt 
the CPC’s findings and recommendations as set forth in the CPC Transmittal Report to 
the City Council or make its own findings.



The Honorable City Council
of the City of Los Angeles

Page 3

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Standard of Review

The CPC recommends that the City Council, based on the whole of the 
administrative record, determine that the draft ordinance is exempt from CEQA under 
California Public Resources Code Section 21080(b)(1) and CEQA Guidelines Section 
15308 (Class 8 - categorical exemption for actions taken by regulatory agencies to 
assure the maintenance, restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment), 
and that none of the exceptions under 15300.2 apply, and that pursuant to CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15378(b)(5), the draft ordinance is not a “project” as defined by 
CEQA.

Reliance on this categorical exemption is appropriate when substantial evidence 
in the record supports the use of the categorical exemptions and none of the exceptions 
in CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 applies.

Council Rule 38 Referral

A copy of the draft ordinance was sent, pursuant to Council Rule 38, to the 
Bureau of Engineering, the Department of Building and Safety, the Emergency 
Management Department, and the City Administrative Officer with a request that all 
comments, if any, be presented directly to the City Council or its Committee when this 
matter is considered.

Recommendation

We request the City Council to take the following actions to adopt the draft
ordinance:

1. Adopt the draft Ordinance and Resolution, transmitted by the City Attorney on 
April 8, 2021, relative to an Amendment of the Flood Hazard Management Specific 
Plan to conform to Federal regulations and maps relating to the National Flood 
Insurance Program, established by Ordinance No. 154,405 and amended by Ordinance 
Nos. 163,913 and 172,081, and to rename it The Flood Hazard Management 
Ordinance, pursuant to the procedures set forth in Section 12.32 of the Los Angeles 
Municipal Code and City Charter Sections 558 and 556;

2. Adopt the findings included in the City Planning Commission's transmittal 
report to the City Council, dated March 30, 2021 (CPC Transmittal Report), including 
the Department of City Planning City staff report, and the findings included in the 
Director of Planning’s report dated April 7, 2021, pursuant to City Charter Section 559 
and relative to the draft Ordinance, as the findings of the City Council pursuant to 
Charter Section 558(b)(3) and Subsection (b)(2), that the adoption of the draft ordinance 
is in conformity with the public necessity, convenience, general welfare, and good
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zoning practice, and that the action is in substantial conformance with the purposes, 
intent, and provisions of the General Plan as required under Charter Section 556.

3. Adopt the Urgency Clause for the draft ordinance pursuant to Charter Section
253;

4. Find, based on the whole of the administrative record, that the draft ordinance 
and resolution are exempt from CEQA under California Public Resources Code Section 
21080(b)(1) and CEQA Guidelines Section 15308 (Class 8 - categorical exemption for 
actions taken by regulatory agencies to assure the maintenance, restoration, 
enhancement, or protection of the environment), and that none of the exceptions under 
15300.2 apply, and that pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15378(b)(5), the draft 
ordinance, including the resolution, is not a “project” as defined by CEQA.

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact Managing 
Senior Assistant City Attorney Terry Kaufmann Macias or Deputy City Attorney 
Adrienne Khorasanee at (213) 978-8120. They or another member of this Office 
will be available when you consider this matter to answer questions you may have.

Sincerely,

MICHAEL N. FEUER, City Attorney

By
UOAtfID MICHAELSON 

Chief Assistant City Attorney
DM:ASK:mgm
Transmittal
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