
June 1, 2021

City of Los Angeles

Office of the City Clerk

ATTN: Planning and Land Use Management Committee Members

200 N. Spring Street, Room 360

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Re: Opposition to Green Qween LLC’s Application for a finding of Public Convenience 

or Necessity for Retail Commercial Cannabis Activity at 1051 South Broadway 

(Application No. LA-P-20-310916-R-APP)

Dear Chair Harris-Dawson and Councilmembers, 

Green Qween LLC’s Proposed Operating Location is within 700 feet of a School

On June 1, 2021, the Planning and Land Use Management Committee (“PLUM Committee”)

will consider Green Qween LLC’s (“Green Qween”) request for a finding of Public Convenience 

or Necessity (“PCN”) for a retail commercial cannabis location at 1051 South Broadway Avenue, 

Los Angeles, CA 90015. The proposed operating location violates with the City’s location 

requirements for retailer commercial cannabis activity because it is within 700 feet of a “School”. 

(See Chapter X, Article 5, Section 105.2(a)(1)(B) of the City of Los Angeles Municipal Code) and 

therefore Green Qween’s request must be denied. 

According to Chapter X, Article 5, Section 105.1of the City of Los Angeles Municipal Code, the 

term “School” means,

an institution of learning for minors, whether public or private, which offers instruction in 

grades K through 12 in those courses of study required by the California Education Code 

or which is maintained pursuant to standards set by the State Board of Education. This 

definition includes kindergarten, elementary, junior high, senior high or any special 

institution of learning under the jurisdiction of the State Department of Education, but it 

does not include a vocational or professional institution or an institution of higher 

education, including a community or junior college, college or university.

 

School for Integrated Academics and Technologies (“SIATech”) is a public charter high school 

with multiple locations in California. One such location is within the Jobs Corp facility located at 

221 W. 11th Street, Los Angeles, CA 90015. According to SIATech’s Superintendent and CEO, 

Terrance Mims, “SIATech is a network of fully accredited public charter re-engagement high 

schools providing personalized, technology-rich learning options to high-risk students to prepare 

them for college, career, and beyond.” (See letter from SIATech to Council Member Kevin de 

Leon dated April 26, 2021). SIATech has been an accredited high school program for over twenty 
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(20) years and its 221 W. 11th Street location (“11th Street location”) has been operational for much 

of that time. Per SIATech’s website, the school’s 11th Street location offers a tuition-free high 

school diploma program for students as young as sixteen (16) years of age. According to 

Superintendent Mims, SIATech schools, including its 11th Street location, serve “students from 

low-income, marginalized communities; students of color; and vulnerable youth from the 

community.” While it is true that SIATech also offers college and career counseling services as 

well as career pathway training in conjunction with Job Corp, SIATech’s prime function is as a 

California Distinguished School providing high school education reengagement programs for 

youth seeking an alternative way to obtain a high school diploma. 

Green Qween’s proposed operating location (1051 South Broadway, Los Angeles, CA 90015) is 

less than 600 feet from SIATech’s 11th Street location and is therefore well within the 700-foot 

set back radius required by the City of Los Angeles’ Municipal Code. (See Chapter X, Article 5, 

Section 105.2(a)(1)(B) of the City of Los Angeles Municipal Code). As a result, Green Qween’s 

request for approval of its retail commercial cannabis location at 1051 South Broadway Avenue 

must be denied. 

Should the Committee vote to approve Green Qween’s request, it would be setting a very 

dangerous precedent. A vote to approve Green Qween’s request would communicate to the larger 

Los Angeles community and the students attending SIATech and similar alternative high school 

programs that such students are not entitled to the same protections afforded to children attending 

more traditional K-12 programs. Given the City’s track record of trying to protect school aged 

children from exposure to commercial cannabis businesses, such an outcome would stand in direct 

opposition to the goals and measures promulgated by the City thus far and therefore, Green 

Qweens’ request must be denied. 

The Proposed Amendments to Section 105 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code Do Not 

Change the Fact that Green Qween’s Proposed Location is within 700-feet of a School

As noted in the Los Angeles Department of Cannabis Regulation’s (“DCR”) Revised Report dated 

May 27, 2021, DCR is recommending a number of modifications to Sections 105.01, 105.02, and 

105.03 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code. One of the aforementioned modifications involves a 

change to the wording in the definition of the term “School”. As previously discussed, the current 

definition of the term “School” is, 

an institution of learning for minors, whether public or private, which offers instruction in 

grades K through 12 in those courses of study required by the California Education Code 

or which is maintained pursuant to standards set by the State Board of Education. This 

definition includes kindergarten, elementary, junior high, senior high or any special 

institution of learning under the jurisdiction of the State Department of Education, but it 
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does not include a vocational or professional institution or an institution of higher 

education, including a community or junior college, college or university.

DCR proposes to change the definition of “School” to read as follows, 

“School” means an institution of learning for minors, whether public or private, which in-

person instruction in grades K through 12 in those courses required by the California 

Education Code and is licensed by the State Board of Education. This definition includes 

kindergarten, elementary, junior high, senior high or any special institution of learning 

under the jurisdiction of the State Department of Education, but it does not include a 

vocational or professional institution or an institution of higher education, including a 

community or junior college, college, or university. 

SIATech provides grade 10 – 12 students with, among other things, in-person classroom-based 

learning programs at its 11th Street location. Additionally, SIATech is licensed by the State Board 

of Education and therefore, meets both the existing and proposed definitions of the term “School”.  

As a result, Green Qween’s proposed operating location is inappropriate and violates City 

regulations regardless of which definition is applied.

Green Qween’s Request for a Finding of PCN Must be Denied

As discussed above, Green Qween’s proposed operating location is within 700 feet of SIATech, a 

licensed School that offers students as young as 16 years of age access to 10th – 12th grade classes 

in order to help them to obtain high school diplomas. Providing free high school education classes 

to its students is the cornerstone of SIATech’s mission to provide alternative education options to 

high school students that are at risk of dropping out and those who have already given up. As noted 

on SIATech’s website, SIATech schools “create hope where there was no hope” and help guide at 

risk youth toward a future of possibilities. There is no question that SIATech students include 

those that the City was looking to protect when it promulgated the 700-foot set back rule and 

therefore no retail cannabis business, including Green Qween, should be allowed to operate within 

700 feet of SIATech’s 11th Street location. 

Respectfully submitted, 

______________________________

Joe Rogoway

Rogoway Law Group

Founder and Managing Partner 
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