
Communication from Public
 
 
Name: Emilio "Meelo" Solis
Date Submitted: 05/06/2021 01:41 PM
Council File No: 21-0420-S20 
Comments for Public Posting:  As a current downtown resident and native Angeleno who grew

up on the east side, I am in full support of Mr. Don Park's
application for a cannabis business located on 809 S Flower st. I
think it's important that our community stays on top of emerging
economies that further create an all inclusive neighborhood vibe. 





Communication from Public
 
 
Name: Don Park (Response to LAPD Crime Analysis)
Date Submitted: 05/07/2021 02:34 PM
Council File No: 21-0420-S20 
Comments for Public Posting:  I applaud LAPD and its efforts to shut down illegally operated

and unlicensed Cannabis locations throughout the City of Los
Angeles. As someone with three generations of LAPD members in
my family, I understand how difficult it is for our officers to do
their jobs while in times where resources are limited. Please see
attached letter responding to the recent LAPD crime analysis
submitted by LAPD. 



Dear Captain Harrelson, 

I applaud LAPD’s efforts over the years in shutting down illegal cannabis operations.  In 
times when resources are limited and city personnel is overworked, it is truly 
commendable of our officers to continue their efforts to address the cannabis black 
market.  As someone with three generations of LAPD officers in my family, I agree with 
their assessment that the illegal cannabis industry has become a tremendous issue.  
This is why the City of Los Angeles overwhelmingly supports creating opportunities for 
responsible and professionally-managed licensed establishments.   

We agree with LAPD’s position that that “closure of illegal cannabis businesses through 
the City enhances the quality of life in the surrounding communities.” In order to 
eradicate the black market, and all the problems that accompany it, the City supports 
legally and responsible cannabis operators.  The City adopted the four guiding 
principles below when determining which applicants to support over others.  LAPD’s 
analysis of 809 S. Flower clearly supports a granting of our PCN application based on 
its independent statistical analysis.    

1. The existing commercial cannabis businesses in the requestor’s 
Community Plan Area are concentrated in one area, such that the 
requestor's business, located in another area, would serve the public 
convenience or necessity. 

All existing commercial cannabis businesses in the Central City Area are located south 
of Olympic, with the exception of MedMen, which is located on the Broadway corridor.  
Approving our application serves the public convenience or necessity because the 
existing commercial cannabis businesses and proposed applicants continue to flood the 
area south of Olympic.    

The Department of Cannabis Regulation has diligently updated its mapping system to 
show where these businesses are located.  You can click on the link below to verify this 
statement is one hundred percent factual. 

 https://ladcp.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?
id=ffd298faf52c4427b9269e1871cf6828 

2. The proposed business premises would serve an area of increased density 
or consumer traffic, including but not limited to an entertainment or 
commercial corridor, such that the proposed location would serve the 
public convenience or necessity by satisfying a higher demand for retail 
locations. 

Approving our PCN application would serve the public convenience or necessity 
because it will satisfy a higher demand for professionally-managed retail locations in the 
South Park neighborhood.  LAPD’s analysis of our proposed location supports this 

https://ladcp.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=ffd298faf52c4427b9269e1871cf6828
https://ladcp.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=ffd298faf52c4427b9269e1871cf6828
https://ladcp.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=ffd298faf52c4427b9269e1871cf6828


finding: “retail and commercial businesses [in the South Park neighborhood] attracts 
thousands of visitors on a daily basis.”  

Our store is located in the South Park neighborhood and is across the street from 
Macy’s at TheBloc and one block southeast of FIGat7th.  This is an area that is 
frequently patronized by working professionals who live and work in DTLA.       

3. The proposed business premises would be located in an area with a high 
number of unlicensed commercial cannabis retail establishments, such 
that an additional licensed location would serve the public convenience or 
necessity by satisfying a higher demand for retail locations and reduce 
patronage of unlicensed establishments.  

The Central area attracts several illegal Cannabis retail shops and illegal indoor 
cultivation operations.  Approving our application will reduce patronage of unlicensed 
establishments.  LAPD provides the following analysis:   

Central Area has invested numerous hours and resources to address the issue of illegal cannabis 
sales and cultivation. With each operation, we have dedicated Narcotic Detectives and uniformed 
personnel, with an average of 15 officers committed to each investigation. Many of our 
investigations have resulted in the seizures of illegal firearms, Schedule-1 narcotics, and 
unlicensed cannabis products.  

Approving applications from professionally-managed establishments such as ours will 
protect the public welfare by offering a location where patients can safely purchase 
medicinal and recreational cannabis that has been laboratory tested and is strictly 
controlled.  

4. The requestor's business would include clear specified public safety 
related features, such that the operation of the requestor's business would 
serve the public convenience or necessity by likely reducing crime or 
nuisance activity in the surrounding area.  

Our store will be professionally-managed.  We will take a proactive role in protecting the 
welfare of our patrons and the public.  As required by law, we will have onsite security 
guards, camera surveillance, properly stored merchandise, and a properly permitted 
and alarmed location.   

Moreover, based on our planned investment and improvements for this location, we will 
perfectly compliment the newly renovated boutique hotel that is right next to our 
proposed location and provide increased lighting and visibility that will likely reduce 
crime and nuisance activity in the surrounding area (see attached storefront photos). 



Lastly, there are zero public safety issues with our proposed location.  I have been a 
commercial tenant of this site for several years, and the only incidents occurred during 
last summer’s civilian unrest.    

I remain committed to providing the South Park community and the City of Los Angeles  
with a retail location that the DTLA community can be proud of.   

Please let me know if I can be of any assistance.  Thank you. 

Respectfully, 
Don Park


