
CITY OF LOS ANGELES DEPARTMENT OFD

CANNABIS PUBLIC CONVENIENCE OR NECESSITY (PCN) 

~'~r Ft E G U LAT I O N FINDING REQUEST 

LIC-4001-FORM 

Instructions: Applicants seeking to engage in Retail Commercial Cannabis Activity in a Community 
Plan Area that has reached Undue Concentration must complete and submit this form to the 
Department of Cannabis Regulation in order to file a request that the City Council find that approval 
of the License application would serve a public convenience or necessity (PCN) supported by 
evidence in the record pursuant to LAMC Section 104.03(a)(4). 

To: Office of the City Clerk For City Clerk Use Only: 
City of Los Angeles Council File No. 
City Hall, Room 395 Received pn: 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 Expiration Date: 

Business Premises Location: 1 I ~~ S, ~-~' ~~~cl~~ ~'fi, ` U~,~,# ~ ~~ ~~~, C~- 90A lj 

Community Plan Area: L ~~ fi~ a~ C i ~ v CD: ~ 
Applicant Entity Name: ~~,otil L~- '~wa, 1hL. 

Contact Name: J e.-(-~f~.r J e~ S ~v~ Phone No. ~ 1 U -11-y ' ~ I L 

Applicant's Email: ..) ~. ~~ C J Qy►1 e h ~ ~ ~-v ~ 
Total Floor Area of Business: ~ ̀  ~ ~ ~ square feet 

Proposed Hours of Operation: `~~~ a~, ~ ~ Q ~ °~ P'~ Days: ~ ~ ~+~~ J I~~ ~ We ~~~ 
Days: 
Days: 

The Cannabis Procedures Ordinance limits the number of Retail Commercial Cannabis Activity 
Licenses by Community Plan Area (CPA) based on the definition of Undue Concentration under Los 
Angeles Municipal Code (LAMC) Section 104.01(a)(48). An area is considered unduly concentrated 
when DCR issues the maximum number of these license types in that CPA. 

Explain how the Commercial Cannabis Activity will serve the public convenience or necessity (attach 
and number additional pages if necessary): 

See Attachment A _ _. ___ 

Department of Cannabis Regulation 
221 N. Figueroa Ave., Suite 1245, Los Angeles, CA 90012 

(213) 978 - 0738 ~ cannahis@Iacfty.orY 
www.cannabis.lacity.org 
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___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Explain how this request meets one or more of the City Council’s public convenience or necessity 
standards pursuant to City Council’s adopted Resolution (attach and number additional pages if 
necessary): 
  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
LAMC  Section 104.03(a)(4) requires the Applicant to engage with and seek input from stakeholders 
in or near the Community Plan Area where the proposed Business Premises is located. Please provide 
the following information about the stakeholders with whom you will engage and seek to obtain 
written input.  
  
Neighborhood Council: __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

LAPD Division / Station: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Chamber of Commerce: __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Substance Abuse Intervention, Prevention and Treatment Organization(s): 

 Name:   ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

 Address:  __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Distance from Business Premises:  __________________ miles 

 
Total number of pages attached:  _________ 

 
 

See Attachment A 
 
 
 
 
 

See Attachment B 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Downtown Los Angeles Neighborhood Council (DLANC)

Central Bureau / Newton Community Police Station

Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce

Los Angeles Centers for Alcohol and Drug Abuse

470 E 3rd St A&B, Los Angeles, CA 90013

1.5
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PCN Request Form 

I declare under the penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the information 
presented in this form and its attachments are true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

Date 

Signature of the property owner(s), or the property owner's authorized representative, if a tenant 
or lessee is filing this form: 

Allen Benyamin 
Name of Property Owner and/or Representative 

Signature of Property Owner and/or Representative Date 

Property Owner 
Title (i.e. Owner or Representative) 

LIC-4001 -FORM (09.08.2 020) Page 3 of 3 



PCN Request Form 

I declare under the penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the information 
presented in this form and its attachments are true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

Applicant's Signature Date 

Signature of the property owner(s), or the property owner's authorized representative, ifa tenant 
or lessee is filing this form: 

Allen Benyamin 
and/or Representative 

/ o;i'te 

Property Owner 
Title (i.e. Owner or Representative) 

LIC-4001 -FORM (09.08.2020) Page 3 of 3 
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ATTACHMENT A 

As explained in further detail in Attachment B, the Company’s proposed store will serve 
the public convenience or necessity by serving an existing market need and satisfying each of the 
four standards in the City’s June 24, 2020 Resolution. 

A. The City’s 2019 undue concentration finding does not reflect the Central 
City community plan area’s growing population, commuting workforce, and 
entertainment visitors 

The Central City community plan area hosts many people not considered in the City’s 
2019 conclusion that the area reached undue concentration:   

 Entertainment corridor.  The Company’s proposed store is less than a mile to 
Staples Center, L.A Live, and the Convention Center; next to the Santee Alley 
outdoor flea market; and within two miles of Grand Central Market, the Walt 
Disney Concert Hall, Dorothy Chandler Pavilion, the Broad Museum, MOCA, 
and Little Tokyo.  All these entertainment centers/tourist attractions are within the 
Central City community plan area and draw significant numbers of potential 
customers.  
 

 Commercial corridor.  The area around the proposed store serves a workforce 
that commutes to downtown from the surrounding areas.  By serving these 
workers, the proposed store will capture tax revenue for the City that would 
otherwise be spent outside the City.   
 

 Residential density.  Planned developments in the Central City community plan 
area will add 125,000 residents in 70,000 housing units over the next 20 years.  In 
addition, the hotels in Central City host many people not included in the undue 
concentration finding, and many new hotels are planned.  For example, Anschutz 
Entertainment Group has planned a $1.2-billion expansion and modernization of 
the Convention Center that includes an 850-room hotel. 
 

 Hospital.  The proposed store is one-half mile from Dignity Health Hospital and 
will provide discounts to medical patients receiving treatment there. 
 

In addition to serving the consumer needs of the area, the store will provide jobs for local 
residents and provide flexible hours for single parents and others with special needs. 

The market demand in this area is demonstrated by the illegal retailers that existed in the 
community plan area before the City took enforcement action.  One illegal retailer operated 
across the street from the proposed store and another operated just down the street.  (See Los 
Angeles Green Street at 1129 S. Los Angeles Street and 7G Heaven at 1431 S. Los Angeles 
Street).  The population of the area has only grown since those illegal retailers were shut down. 
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B. The proposed store will increase the safety and beauty of the area   

The Newton Police Station’s COMPSTAT report for the month ending December 5, 
2020 shows that the area around the proposed store ranked eighth in violent crimes and 
nineteenth in property crimes.  

A UCLA study found that cannabis retailers can reduce crime in the surrounding area if 
they have video surveillance systems and security guards.  See 
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/22630790/.  A study by USC and UCI found that closing of 
illegal cannabis retailers in Los Angeles led to an increase in crime in the surrounding areas.  See 
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/97r97669#page-1.  As noted above, many illegal retailers 
operated in the area near the proposed store until the City took enforcement action. 

The Company has identified a security provider that specializes in cannabis businesses.  
The Company will install outdoor security lighting and a surveillance system that operates 24 
hours per day and will record activity occurring within twenty feet of the store’s entrance.  The 
camera system will be connected securely to the Internet, and a live feed of the camera views 
will be available remotely on a secure, password-based platform to the Los Angeles Police 
Department.  The Company will maintain archival footage for at least 90 days.     

The Company will undertake to improve the aesthetics of the area.  The Company will 
renovate the exterior of the building containing the proposed store.  The building is older and in 
need of renovation, which will enhance the beauty of the area.  Employees of the store will clean 
the area around the store in the morning and again in the afternoon, including collecting litter.  
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ATTACHMENT B 

As demonstrated below, the Company’s proposed store meets each of the City’s four 
standards for a finding that the store will serve the public convenience or necessity. 

Resolution Standard One 

The proposed store’s location serves the public convenience or necessity.  Most other 
retailers are farther from Staples Center, L.A. Live, the Convention Center, and Dignity Health 
Hospital.  The other retailers are farther from the hotels that serve those event centers.  They are 
farther from the clusters of apartments in the community plan area.  By serving the apartment 
residents, the proposed stores would increase consumer safety by reducing the distance 
customers would walk, potentially at night, to retailers. 

Moreover, the proposed store is near the border of the Westlake community plan area.  
That community plan area is underserved, with only three selected retail applicants and unused 
capacity for twelve retailers. 

Resolution Standard Two 

The proposed store will serve an area of increased density and consumer traffic that 
creates a high demand for retail locations.  As discussed in greater detail below: 

 A significant number of people travel to the area around the proposed store for 
entertainment (including Staples Center, L.A. Live, and the Convention Center). 

 The area’s large workforce commutes to the area, and customers are most likely to 
buy cannabis after work.   

 Many residential housing and hotel construction projects are under way and more are 
planned in the area. 

 The proposed store is one-half mile from Dignity Health Hospital and the Company 
will provide discounts to medical patients receiving treatment there. 

 
Entertainment corridor.  The proposed store is less than a mile to Staples Center, L.A 

Live, and the Convention Center; next to the Santee Alley outdoor flea market; and within two 
miles of Grand Central Market, the Walt Disney Concert Hall, Dorothy Chandler Pavilion, the 
Broad Museum, MOCA, and Little Tokyo.  All these entertainment centers/tourist attractions are 
within the Central City community plan area.  

Commercial corridor.  The proposed store is in the fashion district, which has 30,000 
workers and 50,000 annual buyer visits.  See https://ctycms.com/ca-dtla/docs/retail_-report-
_2019.pdf, page 20.  It is a half-mile from California Market Center, a two-million square foot 
commercial center currently undergoing a $170 million renovation.  The workers commute to the 
area and then leave.  By serving these workers, the store will capture tax revenue for the City that 
might otherwise be spent outside the City.  In addition, three million square feet of office space 
is under construction and an additional three million square feet has been proposed. 

Residential density.  The City’s 2019 finding of undue concentration does not reflect the 
growing population of the Central City community plan area.  The area will add 125,000 
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residents in 70,000 housing units over the next 20 years.  Downtown Los Angeles has delivered 
most of the City’s new residential units since 2018, including 5,000 of the nearly 10,000 total 
units built in the market.  More than 35,000 additional residential units are planned.   

In addition to residential units, the area’s many large hotels host potential customers from 
other areas.  More hotels are planned near the proposed store, including Angel’s Landing, 
Olympic Tower, and Morrison Hotel, which will add more than 1500 guest rooms.  Anschutz 
Entertainment Group will add to the JW Marriot Hotel a second tower with 850 rooms and 
additional ballroom space.  

Development project already underway include those shown on the map. 

 

https://ladcp.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/index.html?appid=b06f97ccf94741fdaad274430
13eead1   

Highlights of the Central City region projects include:  

1. Expansion of the existing Convention Center including 95,000 sf multi-purpose 
space, 55,000 sf of meeting rooms, and 190,000 sf exhibit hall, partial renovation and 
upgrade of existing convention center facilities, new pedestrian bridge, new parking 
structures along LA Live Way, redesign of Gil Lindsey Plaza, and new signage; Hotel 
with 850 guest rooms and 229,000 sf of convention center uses, new pedestrian bridge, 
and signage.  

2. 4th/Hill: Mixed-use development consisting of 428 residential dwelling units and 
2,509 sf of commercial and approximately 435 parking spaces. The project includes a 5% 
Very Low and a 20% workforce affordable housing. 
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3. 1300 South Fig/City Lights: The demolition of an existing multifamily apartment 
building and the development of a high-rise hotel with 1,024 hotel guest rooms, 31,759 sf 
of ancillary restaurant and bar space, and 18,358 sf of meeting and banquet space. The 
Project would consist of a 44-story tower atop a 9-story podium structure (including 6 
parking levels), and one basement level for bicycle parking, storage, and mechanical 
equipment. In total, the Project would develop 53 above-grade stories and reach a 
maximum building height of 723 feet, and up to 785,525 sf of floor area. 

4. Angel’s Landing: Proposed project would construct 465 parking spaces for 650 
apartment sand condos, 500 hotel units, an elementary school, and retail stores. The 
entire space covers nearly 2.26 acres and plans to pursue mixed-use development. 

5. 222 West 2nd: Mixed-use building with 107 residential condominium units, 
approximately 534,044 square feet of office, 7,200 square feet of commercial (30 
condominium units). 

6. 1201 S. Grand Ave: Proposed 40-story building with up to 312 residential units, 
approximately 7100 sq. ft of retail uses and related parking. 

7. Olympic Tower: Development of a 57-story high-rise building containing up to 
65,074 square feet of retail/commercial space (in three stories); 33,498 square feet of 
office space (in six stories); 10,801 square feet of hotel conference center/ballroom space 
(on one story); 8,448 square feet of residential condominium amenities (on the same story 
as the hotel conference center); 373 hotel rooms (216,065 square feet in 17 stories, 
including lobby/amenities level); 374 residential condominium units (435,731 square feet 
in 24 stories); and 9,556 square feet of penthouse amenity area (in two stories) for a 
project total of 779,173 square feet of total floor area. 

8. 5th/Hill: Mixed-use development with either (a) condo/hotel with 100 residential 
units and 200 hotel rooms, and 27,500 square ft of commercial space, or (b) 142 
residential units and 25,000 square ft of commercial space. 

9. The Morrison Project: this project will reuse the Morrison building and new 
construction on a nearby parking lot. The Project totals approximately 387,000 square 
feet for a new 12-story tower as well as a second mid-rise structure, replacing several 
small adjacent commercial buildings. 100 residential units, 473 hotel rooms, and multiple 
restaurants are included in the Project. 

10. 1045 S. Olive Street: The 1045 Olive Project includes the removal of four existing 
commercial buildings and the construction of a mixed-use high-rise building not to 
exceed 751,777 square feet containing a maximum of 794 residential units and 12,504 
square feet of commercial uses located at the ground and mezzanine levels. At 70 stories, 
the project will reach up to 810 feet in height. Vehicle and bicycle parking would be 
provided per requirements of the Los Angeles Municipal Code (LAMC) within up to six 
(6) subterranean levels and eight (8) partial levels above grade. The Project sits on an 
approximately 0.96 acre Site, approximately 0.6 miles north of the Santa Monica 
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Freeway (I-10) and 0.60 miles east of the Harbor Freeway (I-110) in the South Park 
community of Downtown Los Angeles. 

11. 100 S. Broadway (Times Mirror Square): The Times Mirror Square Project will 
demolish a 1970s expansion of the historic Los Angeles Times headquarters. In its place, 
there will be construction of two towers--one with 37 stories and one with 53 stories--to 
create 1,127 residential units with 34,000 square feet for commercial space and a parking 
podium. The upper floors would also create nearly 285,000 square feet of office space 
with ground floors for retail space and a grocery store. 

12. Figueroa Centre: The Project is a new mixed-use high-rise tower with 220 hotel 
guest rooms, 22,766 square feet of meeting rooms and ballrooms, up to 200 residential 
condominium units, and 94,080 square feet of commercial floor area comprised of 44,080 
square feet of retail uses and 50,000 square feet of restaurants. The Project would provide 
617 vehicle parking spaces within three subterranean parking levels and eight partial, 
above-grade levels. The proposed uses would be located within a 66-story tower 
including a nine-story podium, with a maximum height of 975 feet. Upon completion, the 
Project would include 984,940 square feet of floor area. 

13. 754 S Hope Street: Construction of a new 39-story mixed use project consisting 
of approximately 409 dwelling units and 7,329 square feet of commercial space on a 
34,694-square-foot site.  

Hospital.  The proposed store is a half mile from Dignity Health Hospital.  The Company 
will provide discounts to medical patients receiving treatment at the hospital. 

Resolution Standard Three 

The proposed store will serve an existing market demand, as demonstrated by illegal 
retail operations. 

Until the recent City crackdown on illegal operators, many illegal retailers operated in the 
area.  In fact, one illegal retailer operated across the street from the proposed store and another 
operated just down the same street.  (See Los Angeles Green Street at 1129 S. Los Angeles Street 
and 7G Heaven at 1431 S. Los Angeles Street). 

A study by USC and UCI found that closing of cannabis retailers in Los Angeles led to 
increased crime in the surrounding areas.  https://escholarship.org/uc/item/97r97669#page-1. 
Similarly, a UCLA study found that cannabis retailers can reduce crime in the area because of 
their video surveillance systems and security guards.  
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/22630790/.   

As discussed below, the proposed store contains external security features to reduce crim 
in the area in addition to serving the market need for cannabis. 
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Resolution Standard Four 

The Company’s proposed store will serve the public convenience or necessity by 
reducing crime and nuisance activity in the surrounding area.   

The Newton Police Station’s COMPSTAT report for the month ending December 5, 
2020, the area around the proposed store ranked eighth in violent crimes and nineteenth in 
property crimes.   

A UCLA study found that cannabis retailers can reduce crime in the area because of their 
video surveillance systems and security guards.  See https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/22630790/.  
Similarly, a study by USC and UCI found that closing of cannabis retailers in Los Angeles led to 
an increase in crime in the surrounding areas.  See 
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/97r97669#page-1.   

A.  External Security 

The Company intends to use Valian Group, Inc. dba Armaplex Security to provide 
security services for the store.  Armaplex specializes in security for cannabis businesses.  The 
owners of the Company used Armaplex to create a security plan for a storefront retail application 
for another jurisdiction.   

Armaplex Security has a corporate social responsibility program as part of its strategic 
business plan.  The corporate social responsibility program emphasizes diversity and equality by 
expanding opportunities for underrepresented minorities in leadership and executive roles within 
the Security Industry.  

Armaplex Security’s CEO is Terry Blevins.  Mr. Blevins has twenty years of experience 
in local and federal law enforcement, including serving as a Site Security Subject Matter Expert 
for the U.S. Department of State in Afghanistan and Iraq.  His private industry experience 
includes serving as head of Security for Apple, Beats by Dre, and as the Chief Security Officer 
of a global mining conglomerate, where he managed more than 500 people in seven countries 
and controlled a $30 million budget.  He holds a master’s degree in security management and has 
extensive training in conducting threat and risk assessments from both private industry and the 
federal government.  Mr. Blevins prepared the security plans for approved cannabis applications, 
including approved applications with the City of West Hollywood. 

The Company will install outdoor security lighting to augment other security measures 
such as physical barriers, intrusion detection systems, video surveillance, and security personnel 
activities.  These lights will be regularly inspected and properly maintained.  Some lights will 
have emergency power backup capabilities. 

The store’s entrance will be attended during business hours by a uniformed security 
guard.  All security guards will be able to show proof of current state guard card (or PC 832 card 
if applicable) and current first aid/CPR certification. The store will maintain records of DOJ and 
FBI Live Scan clearance at time of hire for security guards, all training records, and the security 
schedule and roster. 
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The Company will install a thorough security surveillance system at the business 
premises.  The surveillance system will operate 24 hours per day, seven day per week.  The 
cameras will record activity occurring within twenty feet of the store’s entrance.  The cameras 
will be low-light capable, though the Company will ensure that all areas recorded by the video 
surveillance system will have adequate lighting to allow the surveillance cameras to effectively 
record images.  Cameras will be immobile and fixed in a permanent location, and outdoor 
cameras will be designed for weather resistance.   

The camera system will be connected securely to the Internet, and a live feed of the 
camera views will be available remotely on a secure, password-based platform.  The Company 
will provide access to the camera views to the Los Angeles Police Department.  The Company 
will maintain archival footage for at least 90 days.  The recordings will display the date and time.   

The Company will post clear and conspicuous notices on the business premises that “All 
Activities Are Monitored by Video Camera” to advise the public of the surveillance. 

The Company will have cash removed from the store daily by armored car and will have 
frequent product deliveries to reduce the cash and inventory held at the store.  The armored car 
pickups and product deliveries will occur at random times to avoid predictability. 

The security plan has extensive, detailed additional features related to interior security 
that the company will not repeat here for page length. 

B. Beautification 

The Company will renovate the exterior of the building containing the proposed store and 
install exterior lighting.  The building is older and in need of renovation, which will enhance the 
neighborhood.  Employees of the proposed store will clean the area around the store in the 
morning and again in the afternoon, including collecting litter.  Employees will also monitor the 
alley behind the building. 

  


