
 

 

LIC-4001-FORM         
 
Instructions:  Applicants seeking to engage in Retail Commercial Cannabis Activity in a Community 
Plan Area that has reached Undue Concentration must complete and submit this form to the 
Department of Cannabis Regulation in order to file a request that the City Council find that approval 
of the License application would serve a public convenience or necessity (PCN) supported by 
evidence in the record pursuant to LAMC Section 104.03(a)(4).  

 
 
To: Office of the City Clerk For City Clerk Use Only:  
 City of Los Angeles Council File No. _________________________  
 City Hall, Room 395     Received On:     _________________________ 
 Los Angeles, CA 90012     Expiration Date: ________________________ 
   

   
  
Business Premises Location:  ________________________________________________________________________________ 
Community Plan Area:  ________________________________________________________________    CD:_________________ 
Applicant Entity Name:  _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Contact Name:  _________________________________________________________ Phone No. _________________________ 
Applicant’s Email: ______________________________________________________ 
Total Floor Area of Business:  _______________________ square feet 
Proposed Hours of Operation:  _______________________   Days:  _______________________________________________ 
    ______________________    Days:  _______________________________________________ 
    ______________________    Days:  _______________________________________________ 
 
The Cannabis Procedures Ordinance limits the number of Retail Commercial Cannabis Activity 
Licenses by Community Plan Area (CPA) based on the definition of Undue Concentration under Los 
Angeles Municipal Code (LAMC) Section 104.01(a)(48). An area is considered unduly concentrated 
when DCR issues the maximum number of these license types in that CPA.   

Explain how the Commercial Cannabis Activity will serve the public convenience or necessity (attach 
and number additional pages if necessary): 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

LA Arts District Management Group, LLC

112 E. 11th Street, Unit 112, Los Angeles, CA 90015

Rakhee Amthabhai

14 - De LeonCentral City

ramth001@email.phoenix.edu
310-869-6912

10:00am-10:00pm
10:00am-10:00pm
10:00am-10:00pm

Monday to Friday
Saturday
Sunday

9,100

Text

SEE ATTACHMENT



PCN Request Form 

LIC-4001-FORM (09.08.2020)  Page 2 of 3 
 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Explain how this request meets one or more of the City Council’s public convenience or necessity 
standards pursuant to City Council’s adopted Resolution (attach and number additional pages if 
necessary): 
  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
LAMC  Section 104.03(a)(4) requires the Applicant to engage with and seek input from stakeholders 
in or near the Community Plan Area where the proposed Business Premises is located. Please provide 
the following information about the stakeholders with whom you will engage and seek to obtain 
written input.  
  
Neighborhood Council: __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

LAPD Division / Station: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Chamber of Commerce: __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Substance Abuse Intervention, Prevention and Treatment Organization(s): 

 Name:   ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

 Address:  __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Distance from Business Premises:  __________________ miles 

 
Total number of pages attached:  _________ 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Downtown Los Angeles Neighborhood Council (DLANC) 

Little Tokyo Service Center 

231 E. Third St., Suite G-106 Los Angeles, CA 90013
1.2

Central Community Police Station

Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce
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I declare under the penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the information 
presented in this form and its attachments are true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 
  

__________________________________________________________________  __________________________________ 
 Applicant’s Signature                           Date 

 

Signature of the property owner(s), or the property owner’s authorized representative, if a tenant 
or lessee is filing this form: 

 

____________________________________________________________________       
Name of Property Owner and/or Representative  

 
 
____________________________________________________________________      __________________________________        
Signature of Property Owner and/or Representative      Date 

 
 

____________________________________________________________________       
Title (i.e. Owner or Representative) 

 
 

 
 

 

Matthew Taban

12/18/2020

Owner 
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I. Explain how the Commercial Cannabis Activity will serve the public convenience or 

necessity (attach and number additional pages if necessary): 

Sweet Bud’s is committed to providing access to safe, legal medical cannabis to adults 

consumers in the City of Los Angeles’s Arts district and surrounding areas.   

Sweet Bud’s will serve the public convenience and necessity by taking the Social Equity 

Program and community benefits very seriously. Sweetbud is committed to providing 

meaningful employment opportunities to the diverse members of their local communities. As 

such, Sweetbud intends to have, at a minimum, no less than 50% of the weekly hours of their 

workforce performed by employees whose primary place of residence is within a three-mile 

radius of Sweetbud’s premise.  

To achieve this goal, Sweetbud aims to formalize a relationship with Chrysalis Staffing, the Los 

Angeles RISE program and other local agencies that are dedicated to providing employment 

opportunities to local and disadvantaged individuals throughout the community. Sweetbud 

believes that the first step to ensuring residents can benefit from the employment opportunities 

provided by the legal cannabis industry is to engage in proactive efforts to educate members of 

the local community. As such, Sweetbud’s ownership and executive team will participate in local 

job fairs to ensure residents of the community are aware of the economic opportunities presented 

by Sweetbud and have a clear understanding regarding how to pursue employment opportunities 

within Sweetbud’s organization. 

Also, as our team is comprised of local medical professionals, namely doctors and nurses, it is 

crucial that we focus on serving the community. We will be serving the local community, not 

only recreationally; more importantly, we will be an open door for those that need cannabis for 

medicinal purposes.   

As research shows, California has the fourth highest number of drug overdose deaths in the 

nation, 4,868 deaths; the age-adjusted state mortality rate of 12.3 deaths per 100,000 people, 

however, was lower than the U.S. rate overall, 21.6. In LA County, there were an average of 464 

accidental opioid-related deaths per year. On average, individuals who died from drug overdoses 

died 30 years prematurely. Hospitalizations and emergency department visits related to opioid 

diagnoses have increased 31% and 51%, respectively, with a substantial increase in costs 

associated with hospitalizations from opioid diagnoses. That being said, it is crucial for cannabis 

to be readily accessible to those that need it medically - our store would be such. With the 

damage that opioids cause, cannabis is the smarter, healthier, and most economical resource for 

those in need of alternative pain medications. 

Moreover, California is on track to post a record $3.1 billion in licensed cannabis sales this year, 

solidifying its status as the largest legal marijuana market in the world, according to a study 

released by financial analysts who advise the industry. Legal sales are up significantly from an 

approximate $2.5 billion in 2018, the first year of licensed cannabis sales in California, 

according to the analysis by sales-tracking firms ArcView Market Research and BDS Analytics. 

Nevertheless, any market in the world would be ecstatic about a 23% growth rate, as that money 

will be going back into the Los Angeles community through our paid taxes, but more 
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importantly, through our committed to go above and beyond by giving and serving in return as 

we take the neighboring community and its people very seriously. 

In this time of COVID-19 our team saw immediate issues. We formed Philanthropic Initiatives 

Division to address immediate and longer-term charitable projects for our team to donate to 

immediately and to commit up to 1% (or more) of profits to housing, police support, fire 

department support, youth prevention and development, community education programs, 

environmental beautification programs, and recreation and parks. Owners, managers, and 

community relations representative will host and attend a quarterly meeting with interested 

neighbors and parties to discuss costs, benefits, and other community issues arising related to 

commercial cannabis. 

One of the biggest needs in our neighboring area is homelessness, so one of our biggest 

objectives is to give and serve at the Union Mission Rescue, which is only a mile down the street 

from our location. California hosts a total of 151,278 homeless individuals. This represents 20% 

of all homeless people in the United States. There are approximately 10,980 homeless who are 

veterans. As a social equity applicant, I am a minority in our society and have been deemed a 

felon, which has stolen many opportunities for me, so I can especially relate to the problems that 

come with being a minority in our society these days, which is why I have a heart to specifically 

help and bring a solution to homelessness. I firmly believe that through the approval of our 

cannabis retail store being opened that we will create not only more jobs, but the revenue to be 

able to give back and serve at the Union Mission Rescue.  

 

II. Explain how this request meets one or more of the City Council’s public convenience or 

necessity standards pursuant to City Council’s adopted Resolution (attach and number 

additional pages if necessary): 

Sweet Bud’s goal is to provide access to safe, legal medical cannabis to adults consumers and 

medicinal patients that are most in need and do not have the ability to purchase legally. 

Sweet Bud’s Public Convenience and Necessity request meets the City Council’s public 

convenience and necessity standards pursuant to City Council’s adopted Resolution in the 

following ways.  

DEMAND & DENSITY  

The location of Sweet Bud’s site is right at the heart of the Los Angeles Art’s District - the most 

dense populated are in the city. Overall, there are 85,000 people living in the area of Downtown 

Los Angeles, where a sum of about 10,000 live in the Los Angeles Art’s District and its 

neighboring areas. 

Downtown Los Angeles, specifically the Art’s District, fosters artists, innovation, tourism, and 

the lifestyle and culture the city – and there is a huge need for a retail cannabis location in this 

area.  
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LEGAL & TAXES  

Our location will provide more opportunities for the legal purchase of safe cannabis. Currently 

there are three times the legal amount of illegal shops 

We will ensure that QR codes and emblems to make our location distinctly noticeable from 

illegal marijuana shops.  California has raised $1 billion in cannabis tax revenue since the 

industry kicked into gear in January 2018, according to figures recently released by the state. The 

bulk of that $1.03 billion in tax money, after covering regulatory costs, has been spent on 

programs such as child care for low income families, cannabis research, public safety grants and 

cleaning up public lands harmed by illegal marijuana grows.   

SAFETY & SECURITY  

Sweetbud’s business operations are focused on safety and security. Sweetbud’s will utilize 

surveillance cameras and a security alarm system. In addition to uniform security personnel, all 

vendors and visitors must log in and out at all times, constant patrolling of the complete site, 

checking to make sure that all equipment and material is secure, immediately put a halt to 

unauthorized visits, and immediately evict anyone who is loitering on the site, with the main 

objective and purpose being that we bring greater safety to the neighboring area and local hiring, 

as well - stimulating the economy of the surrounding areas.  

Sweetbud’s will contract a local third-party security company to conduct on-site security during 

hours of operations and to provide 24-hour remote monitoring of their security and alarm system. 

Having local personnel on the premise who knows the rules of conduct in addition to basic 

criminal laws assures that people using the property stay safe. While the primary goal is to stop 

non-permitted access to a property or person, security officers are also able to ensure permitted 

guests are making the safest decisions. 

Sweetbud’s will provide additional security , not only on-site but adopting the neighborhood 

patrol to keep the local streets safer for everyone. We want to particularly focus on the reduction 

of crime and / or nuisance activity in the surrounding area. That said, we are including clear and 

specified public safety related features, such that the operation of the requestor's business would 

serve the public convenience or necessity by likely reducing crime or nuisance activity in the 

surrounding area.  

Mobile Patrols 

There are many ways to deter crime, but hiring a dedicated Los Angeles security patrol service is 

one of the strongest ways to ensure your business, property, staff, and family are safe. Because of 

their physical presence, security officers ensure that potential criminals move along. At Vigilant 

Eye, we hire the best so you can, too. We supply both dedicated security officers and assigned 

security patrol vehicles to our clients in support of their goals. 

There are a few central tenets of being a security officer that ensure they are the best option to 

combat crime at your location. Their duties and responsibilities include remaining visible in or 

around the property or person, remaining vigilant to be able to respond quickly and efficiently in 
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an emergency, observing and reporting all activities (particularly those that are out of the 

normal), and enforcing safety policies from the client. 

As highly visible individuals, security officers are able to communicate from their sheer presence 

that the area is under surveillance. While this may not be a 24-hour commitment, the hours that 

you have an officer walking the premises, watching the entrances, or driving the perimeter signal 

to the community that the area is protected. This will deter trespassers and ensure the safety of 

those on the property. 

Should an emergency or criminal activity occur, security officers are the first line of response. 

Say a small fire breaks out and the alarms go off throughout the property: it is the obligation of 

the security officer to locate that situation and call for help.  

 




