
CITY OF LOS ANGELES DEPARTMENT OF

CAN NABIS PUBLIC CONVENIENCE OR NECESSITY (PCN)

REGULATION FINDING REQUEST

LIC-4001-FORM

Instructions: Applicants seeking to engage in Retail Commercial Cannabis Activity in a Community
Plan Area that has reached Undue Concentration must complete and submit this form to the
Department of Cannabis Regulation in order to file a request that the City Council find that approval
of the License application would serve a public convenience or necessity (PCN) supported by
evidence in the record pursuant to LAMC Section 104.03 (a) (4).

To: Office of the City Clerk
City of Los Angeles
City Hall, Room 395
Los Angeles, CA 90012

For City Clerk Use Only:
Council File No.

______

Received On:

______

Expiration Date:

______

Community Plan Area:

_____

Applicant Entity Name:

_____

Contact Name:

____________

Applicant’s Email:

__________

Total Floor Area of Business:
Proposed Hours of Operation:

square feet
Days:
Days:
Days:

Phone No.

CD:

The Cannabis Procedures Ordinance limits the number of Retail Commercial Cannabis Activity
Licenses by Community Plan Area (CPA) based on the definition of Undue Concentration under Los
Angeles Municipal Code (LAMC) Section 104.01(a)(48). An area is considered unduly concentrated
when DCR issues the maximum number of these license types in that CPA.

Explain how the Commercial Cannabis Activity will serve the public convenience or necessity (attach
and number additional pages if necessary):

Department of Cannabis Regulation
221 N. Figueroa Ave., Suite 1 245, Los Angeles. CA 90012

(213) 978 - 0738 cannabis@lacity.org
www. can nab is.1 a city. org

Business Premises Location: 752 S. Olive Street, Los Angeles, CA 90014
14Central City

Magic Puff, LLC
Margarita Amador (562) 556-7694

amadormago@yahoo.com
19,295

6:00 am - 10:00 pm M-Sun (7 Days)

Please see Attachment to Public Convenience or Necessity ("PCN") Finding Request
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PCN Request Form

Please see Attachment to Public Convenience or Necessity (“PCN”) Finding Request.

Explain how this request meets one or more of the City Council’s public convenience or necessity
standards pursuant to City Council’s adopted Resolution (attach and number additional pages if
necessary):

Please see Attachment to Public Convenience or Necessity (“PCN”) Finding Request.

LAMC Section 104.03(a) (4) requires the Applicant to engage with and seek input from stakeholders
in or near the Community Plan Area where the proposed Business Premises is located. Please provide
the following information about the stakeholders with whom you will engage and seek to obtain
written input.

Neighborhood Council: Downtown Los Angeles

LAPD Division / Station: Central

Chamber of Commerce: Downtown Los Angeles

Substance Abuse Intervention, Prevention and Treatment Organization(s):

Name: Los Anoeles Center for Alcohol and Drua Abuse

Address: 470 E. 3rd Street. Suite A and B, Los Angeles, CA 90013

Distance from Business Premises: 1 .3 miles

Total number of pages attached: 4
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PCN Request Form

I declare under the penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the information
presented in this form and its attachments are true and correct to the best of my knowledge.

Applicant’s Signature Date

Signature of the property owner(s), or the property owner’s authorized representative, if a tenant
or lessee is filing this form:

427 W. 8th Street LLC
Name of Property Owner and/or Representative

Signature of Property Owner and/or Representative Date

Manager
Title (i.e. Owner or Representative)
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Magic Puff, LLC  
 

Attachment to Public Convenience or Necessity (“PCN”) Finding Request 
 
 

A. Magic Puff’s proposed location will serve the public convenience and necessity. 
 
Pursuant to the Resolution adopted by the Los Angeles City Council on June 24, 2020, Magic 
Puff, LLC’s (“Magic Puff”) proposed business premises will serve the public convenience and 
necessity because it meets and/or exceeds three of the four PCN standards, including: 
 

1) Serving an area of increased consumer traffic within both entertainment and commercial 
corridors which would satisfy a higher demand for retail locations in Downtown Los 
Angeles (“DTLA”); 

2) Reducing patronage of unlicensed (and illegal) cannabis retail businesses, while 
satisfying a higher demand for retail locations; and  

3) Reducing crime and nuisance activity in the surrounding area by implementing specific 
and approved public safety measures on the premises and in operations.1 

 
As explained below, the incredible commercial and entertainment corridors in DTLA bring 
extensively more consumer traffic than accounted for in the listed residential population in LA. 
Magic Puff’s positive presence in, and contribution to, the Central City Community Plan area 
will reduce the patronage of illegal cannabis businesses in DTLA by bringing safe, quality 
product to satisfy the increased demand for cannabis to the increasing numbers of residents, 
workers and tourists coming to DTLA daily.  As a licensee, Magic Puff will be heavily regulated 
by the local and state licensing authorities and law enforcement and create a successful, upscale 
commercial cannabis experience, reducing crime and nuisance activity in the neighborhood 
while increasing tax revenue and local hiring/wages.    
 

B. Magic Puff’s request meets three of the four PCN standards adopted by the City 
Council. 

 
While no single factor is determinative or required, Magic Puff’s PCN request meets three of the 
four PCN standards adopted by the City Council.2   
 

1) Magic Puff’s business premises would serve an area of increased consumer traffic 
within both entertainment and commercial corridors which would satisfy a higher 
demand for retail locations.   

 
Magic Puff’s business premises is located in the Central City Community Plan Area in DTLA, 
an area of increased density and consumer traffic, both as a business operations hub for the 
greater Metropolitan area and a famous tourist attraction. 
 

 
1 https://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2020/20-0420_misc_6-25-20.pdf 
2 https://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2020/20-0420_misc_6-25-20.pdf 
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In 2008, the Los Angeles Department of City Planning estimated the population of DTLA to be 
34,811.3  However, the daytime population is currently estimated to be 207,440 and hosts more 
than 500,000 workers, greatly increasing the population density numbers for undue concentration 
purposes.4  According to market studies conducted by real estate firms, DTLA is expected to see 
a 20% increase in population, the largest estimated population growth in the greater metropolitan 
area in the next three years.5     
 
Home to Bunker Hill, the Civic Center, fashion district, industrial district and Old Bank District, 
DTLA serves an increased population of workers, residents, neighbors and tourists daily.  With a 
bustling sports, museum, theater and arts community, DTLA regularly attracts California 
residents to the area, generating significant foot traffic which is only expected to increase with 
the completion of nearby Sofi Stadium and preparations for the 2028 Olympics.6   
 
Featuring the Staples center, renowned museums, galleries, theaters and culture, DTLA hosts 
more than 22 million visitors each year, offering more than 9,000 hotel rooms, with more than 
1800 in construction.7  These 22 million visitors represent increased consumer traffic within the 
crucial entertainment and commercial corridors famous in DTLA.  The proposed business 
premises would offer a valuable, safe place for residents, tourists and workers to obtain their 
medical or recreational cannabis.8 
 

2) An additional licensed location would satisfy a higher demand for retail locations 
and reduce patronage of unlicensed establishments. 

 
In 2019, the legal cannabis market made $3.1 billion in California, but the illegal cannabis 
market generated $8.7 billion.9  While the problem of unlicensed sellers is a State-wide problem, 
it is even a bigger problem in DTLA.10   Currently, there are only seven authorized businesses 
listed on the DCR’s licensing map.11  In April 2019,12 Weedmaps marketed 26 listed 
dispensaries in DTLA.13 Last year, Cat Packer, the Executive Director of the DCR, stated there 
are seven illegal businesses for every one licensed business in Los Angeles.14   

 
3 http://maps.latimes.com/neighborhoods/neighborhood/downtown 
4 http://maps.latimes.com/neighborhoods/neighborhood/downtown; 
https://web.archive.org/web/20151027004505/http://www.downtownla.com/survey-2013-results.asp 
5 https://www.us.jll.com/en/views/snapshots/los-angeles-snapshot-10-9-19-jll 
6 https://www.globest.com/2019/11/04/central-la-to-see-biggest-jump-in-population/?slreturn=20201116194230 
7 https://downtownla.com/business/dtla-by-the-numbers/tourism 
8 Please note, there is a high percentage of Vietnam veterans in DTLA and an increase in traffic and population 
could prevent them from having convenient access to medicinal cannabis. 
http://maps.latimes.com/neighborhoods/neighborhood/downtown/ 
9 https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2019-08-14/californias-biggest-legal-marijuana-market 
10 http://www.ladowntownnews.com/news/competition-and-confusion-on-the-cannabis-front/article_c13a9240-
5271-11e9-aad1-2b422a5f9e95.html 
11 https://cannabis.lacity.org/licensing/licensing-map. 
12 Weedmaps is now required to verify licensing before listing a retail cannabis business to the public but was not in 
April 2019. 
13 http://www.ladowntownnews.com/news/competition-and-confusion-on-the-cannabis-front/article_c13a9240-
5271-11e9-aad1-2b422a5f9e95.html; At this time, there were ten, not seven, authorized retail dispensaries by the 
DCR.   
14 http://www.ladowntownnews.com/news/competition-and-confusion-on-the-cannabis-front/article_c13a9240-
5271-11e9-aad1-2b422a5f9e95.html 

DocuSign Envelope ID: 9F1230EE-8553-4ABF-A7D1-28B74B1199EC

http://maps.latimes.com/neighborhoods/neighborhood/downtown
http://maps.latimes.com/neighborhoods/neighborhood/downtown
https://web.archive.org/web/20151027004505/http:/www.downtownla.com/survey-2013-results.asp
https://www.us.jll.com/en/views/snapshots/los-angeles-snapshot-10-9-19-jll
https://www.globest.com/2019/11/04/central-la-to-see-biggest-jump-in-population/?slreturn=20201116194230
https://downtownla.com/business/dtla-by-the-numbers/tourism
http://maps.latimes.com/neighborhoods/neighborhood/downtown/
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2019-08-14/californias-biggest-legal-marijuana-market
http://www.ladowntownnews.com/news/competition-and-confusion-on-the-cannabis-front/article_c13a9240-5271-11e9-aad1-2b422a5f9e95.html
http://www.ladowntownnews.com/news/competition-and-confusion-on-the-cannabis-front/article_c13a9240-5271-11e9-aad1-2b422a5f9e95.html
https://cannabis.lacity.org/licensing/licensing-map
http://www.ladowntownnews.com/news/competition-and-confusion-on-the-cannabis-front/article_c13a9240-5271-11e9-aad1-2b422a5f9e95.html
http://www.ladowntownnews.com/news/competition-and-confusion-on-the-cannabis-front/article_c13a9240-5271-11e9-aad1-2b422a5f9e95.html
http://www.ladowntownnews.com/news/competition-and-confusion-on-the-cannabis-front/article_c13a9240-5271-11e9-aad1-2b422a5f9e95.html
http://www.ladowntownnews.com/news/competition-and-confusion-on-the-cannabis-front/article_c13a9240-5271-11e9-aad1-2b422a5f9e95.html


Page 3 of 4 
 

 
Unlicensed establishments are not regulated.  These unlicensed establishments not only avoid 
taxes, fees and wage requirements, but dangerously provide untested, unregulated product to 
consumers.  The potential danger is even more exacerbated with tourists, comprising a 
significant portion of the DTLA consumer population, who are unfamiliar with local and state 
cannabis laws and identifying licensed, safe cannabis businesses.  By establishing an additional 
licensed, compliant business in DTLA, the high retail demand for cannabis by residents, workers 
and tourists can be safely met, while reducing patronage to illegal operators at the same time. 
 
In addition, the illicit market causes other crime and safety issues, including gang involvement, 
extortion, money laundering and bodily injury/homicide, all of which will be reduced by the 
establishment of a licensed, successful and safe cannabis business in the proposed premises.   
 

3) Magic Puff will implement specific public safety measures, which will reduce crime 
and nuisance activity in the surrounding area. 

 
In order to establish a successful, compliant licensed cannabis retail dispensary, Magic Puff must 
work extensively with the City and law enforcement in developing proper operating procedures 
and training programs required for all employees and owners every 24 months.15 
 
As a licensed business, Magic Puff will be required to: 
 

a) Establish an intrusion alarm and video surveillance system for both the inside and outside 
of the premises, all of which will be immediately accessible to the City, State and law 
enforcement;16 

b) Employ third party security staff on site during open hours to monitor the licensed 
premises, surrounding properties and enforce age restrictions;17  

c) Designate a neighborhood liaison to respond to community complaints;18 
d) Pass inspections with the DCR and Los Angeles Fire Department;19 
e) Maintain a clean and compliant property;20 
f) Strictly prohibit loitering and the consumption of alcohol and cannabis on the premises;21  
g) Ensure proper illumination of the exterior portions of the business in the evening, 

deterring crimes of opportunity;22 
h) Remove all graffiti within 24 hours of the occurrence; 23 
i) Provide unrestricted access to the premises to City and State authorities;24 and  

 
 
15 See Los Angeles Rules and Regulations for Cannabis Procedures Regulation (“RCPR”) No. 10(D)(16) 
16 16 CCR 5044(i); RCPR Nos. 10(A)(7) and 10(A)(10) 
17 16 CCR 5045(a); RCPR No. 10(A)(8) 
18 RCPR No. 10(A)(28) 
19 RCPR No. 5(A) 
20 RCPR No. 10(A)(20) 
21 16 CCR 5025(d) and 5808(c)(2); RCPR Nos. 10(A)(18) and 10(A)(20) 
22 RCPR No. 10(A)(25) 
23 RCPR No. 10(A)(21) 
24 16 CCR 5026(f); RCPR No. 10(A)(13) 
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j) Report all transfers of cannabis through Metrc, accessible by the California Bureau of 
Cannabis Control (“BCC”) at all times.25 

 
By maintaining a constant, secure, quiet presence on the licensed premises, Magic Puff will 
reduce patronage of illegal cannabis businesses in the area, which will directly reduce the illicit 
market (and attendant crime and nuisance) in the neighborhood.  Independent security staff will 
also monitor the premises and surrounding areas, along with the required intrusion alarm and 
video surveillance system, discouraging crimes and nuisance activity on or near the property. 
 
Magic Puff will make a good faith effort to ensure 50% of the weekly hours of its workforce are 
performed by employees living within a three mile radius of the premises.  This will increase the 
sense of community pride and assist Magic Puff in partnering with neighboring businesses to 
establish and maintain a strong, well-respected and collaborative presence in the neighborhood, 
also discouraging nuisance and crime. 
 
In addition, Magic Puff plans to create a CD14 Community Fund to support the community and 
DTLA. This fund will be used to sponsor local senior citizen’s centers with seasonal dances and 
support local youth sports programs, which will increase community involvement in positive 
activities, especially for at risk youth, further reducing crime and nuisance in the area.  
 
 

 
 

 
25 16 CCR 5049; RCPR No. 10(B)(3) 
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