
CITY OF LOS ANGELES DEPARTMENT OF"

PUBLIC CONVENIENCE OR NECESSITY (PCN)
FINDING REQUEST

m CANNABIS
W? REGULATION

LIC-4001-FORM

Instructions: Applicants seeking to engage in Retail Commercial Cannabis Activity in a Community 
Plan Area that has reached Undue Concentration must complete and submit this form to the 
Department of Cannabis Regulation in order to file a request that the City Council find that approval 
of the License application would serve a public convenience or necessity (PCN) supported by 
evidence in the record pursuant to LAMC Section 104.03(a)(4).

For City Clerk Use Only:
Council File No.______
Received On: _______
Expiration Date:_____

Office of the City Clerk 
City of Los Angeles City 
Hall, Room 395 Los 
Angeles, CA 90012

To:

4325 Woodman Ave. Los Angeles, CA 91423 

Sherman Oaks-Studio City-Toluca Lake-Cahuenga Pass CD.
Business Premises Location:
Community Plan Area:.
Applicant Entity Name:

Contact Name:
Applicant’s Email: caseydalton@gmail.com 

Total Floor Area of Business:

Brian Sanders_______
Brian Sanders or Casey Dalton 818-635-8795Phone No.

2,400 square feet
Monday through Sunday____________

Days: ______________________________________
Days: _______________________________________

The Cannabis Procedures Ordinance limits the number of Retail Commercial Cannabis Activity 
Licenses by Community Plan Area (CPA) based on the definition of Undue Concentration under Los 
Angeles Municipal Code (LAMC) Section 104.01(a)(48). An area is considered unduly concentrated 
when DCR issues the maximum number of these license types in that CPA.

Explain how the Commercial Cannabis Activity will serve the public convenience or necessity (attach 
and number additional pages if necessary):

Please see Attachment A - Owner Letter__________________ _________..__......................... ..... ............

Proposed Hours of Operation: 9am-inPm

Department of Cannabis Regulation
221 N. Figueroa Ave., Suite 1245, Los Angeles, CA 90012 

(213) 978 - 0738 - cannabis@lacity.org 
www.cannabis.lacity.org

mailto:caseydalton@gmail.com
mailto:cannabis@lacity.org
http://www.cannabis.lacity.org


PCN Request Form

Explain how this request meets one or more of the City Council’s public convenience or necessity 
standards pursuant to City Council’s adopted Resolution (attach and number additional pages if 
necessary):

Please see Attachment B - Findings for PNC

LAMC Section 104.03(a)(4) requires the Applicant to engage with and seek input from stakeholders 
in or near the Community Plan Area where the proposed Business Premises is located. Please provide 
the following information about the stakeholders with whom you will engage and seek to obtain 
written input.

Sherman OaksNeighborhood Council:

LAPD Division / Station: Van Nuys 

Chamber of Commerce:
Sherman Oaks Chamber | 14827 Ventura Blvd #207, Sherman Oaks, CA 91403

Substance Abuse Intervention, Prevention and Treatment Organization(s): 
MGA Crisis InterventionName:

13425 Ventura Blvd #227, Sherman Oaks, CA 917423Address:

1.1Distance from Business Premises: miles

Total number of pages attached:

LIC-4001-FORM (09.08.2020) Page 2 of 3



PCN Request Form

I declare under the penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the information 
presented in this form and its attachments are true and correct to the best of my knowledge.

hmJU* \Z|I<2>| 70Brian Sanders (Dec 18, 2020 11:13 PST}

Applicant’s Signature Date

Signature of the property owner(s), or the property owner’s authorized representative, if a tenant 
or lessee is filing this form:

Jennifer Messer, Property Owner

Name of Property Owner and/or Representative

Brian Sanders {Dec 18,202011:13 PST)

Signature of Property-Owner arid/or Representative Date

r'x- Property Owner
Title (i.e. Owner or Representative)

Hm-

Page 3 of 3UC-4001-FORM (09.08.2020)



CITY OF LOS ANGELES DEPARTMENT OF™

PUBLIC CONVENIENCE OR NECESSITY (PCN)
FINDING REQUEST

D CANNABIS
REGULATION

LIC-4001-FORM - ATTACHMENT A - OWNER LETTER

Explain how the Commercial Cannabis Activity will serve the public convenience or necessity (attach 
and number additional pages if necessary):

[Intentionally left blank. Proceed to next page.]



Dear Councilman David Ryu of Council District 4,

My name is Brian Sanders and I am a verified Social Equity applicant applying for a retail 
location in your district at 4325 Woodman Avenue, Sherman Oaks, CA 91423.

Sa

l
■

Sherman Oaks Property Secured

I was born at Valley Presbyterian Hospital in Van Nuys. Both 
of my parents have struggled with serious drug addiction. 
They split up when I was two and my sister Sabrina was 
three and we were raised by a single mother. We bounced 
around from living in motels rented weekly, to shelters, to 
being sometimes homeless. I always been surrounded by 
drugs, violence and gangs. My sister Sabrina was shot in the 
head in what we believe was a drug-related crime 3 years 
ago. Article posted below:
https://homicide.latimes.com/post/sabrina-mari-barcenas/.

1

9N

' '

I was thrilled to learn of the City of Los Angeles' Social 
Equity Program, as it was clearly developed to help people 
like myself, who was a victim of the 'war on drugs.' Me and My Sister Sabrina

I've done everything I can do break the cycle and be the 
one that makes it. I've been fortunate to have found a 
woman who has loved me like her son from a very early 
age. Her name is Ms. Casey (Dalton) and she was 
Sabrina and my preschool teacher at Happy Bear 
School on Burbank Blvd. Ms. Casey took me and 
Sabrina in the first time we went homeless at the age 
of 2 and 3, and again when I was taken away from my 
mom at age 14. She always made sure I had school 
supplies, clothes, holiday presents and took us out to 
experience the world. We would stay at her house on 
Cedros Ave. in Sherman Oaks on weekends and grew 
close to her family who lived close by on Weddington

h7/A
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Sabrina and I with Ms. Casey

https://homicide.latimes.com/post/sabrina-mari-barcenas/


Avenue in Sherman Oaks. She owned multiple schools and always tried to help us.

Ms. Casey and her family now own and operate a state and municipally-licensed cannabis 
manufacturing facility out of a former prison in Coalinga, California. After I turned 21, I was able 
to start learning everything I could about the business, with the dream of having my own retail 
cannabis business. With my solid business plan, Ms. Casey has pledged to mentor me and 
financially support me support me, once I secure my permit. Ms. Casey has introduced me to 
her various team members, including attorneys, consultants and other experts who will support 
me as well.

I found a property that is in 'the zone' (cleared of all sensitive uses and properly zoned) that I 
secured almost two years ago, while I have been patiently for the City of Los Angeles to open 
licensing.

Unfortunately, the DCR has mentioned the store location in Sherman Oaks needs to go through 
the PCN process, and have the council vote to allow us in, due to undue concentration in the 
area. I believe that there should be at least one retail location in your district that is owned by a 
Social Equity Applicant, like myself.

I hope that you can lend your support in helping that applicant be me. Thank you for your time 
and consideration.

Sincerely,
iiA.i

•j
$kJL*L^ w. Ill

.

Brian Sanders A*
'■9

Attachments:
■ Why a PCN / Dispensary Differentiation
■ ZIMAS Radius Map
■ Commercial Lease
■ Application Package
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I was the first in my family to graduate 
from High School



Brian Sanders 
Social Equity Applicant
Why is a PCN needed?

Why is a PCN needed?
While there are dispensaries in the Sherman Oaks areas, there remains a considerable market 
that is not being served - lower income individuals who can't afford to try various cannabis 
products that could be of great assistance.

Since affordability is essential to ensuring authentic access, we will borrow a concept from 
another successful retailer by offering a discount, white label Kirkland-style brand called 
Sherman Oaks Compassion" this will allow us to offer a wide variety of high-quality cannabis 

products for modest prices. Until federal laws are changed, medical insurance cannot be used 
to pay for cannabis, so to ease the financial burden, we plan to create this high-quality product 
at a substantial discount because not only do we have relationships with manufacturers, but we 
can eliminate the costs of marketing / advertising / expensive packaging and return the savings 
to consumers. This is truly a unique, distinction about our business plan; we control the whole 
supply chain and are operating at scale.

//

INTERIOR DESIGN CONCEPT
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If awarded a license, I will place great emphasis on customer education and having a large array 
of lower priced items. We understand that many of our customers may be new to cannabis 
and the array of products offered between topicals, flower, tinctures and edibles, THC vs. CBD, 
etc. can be intimidating. In addition, the field of cannabis science is evolving quickly, and new 
products are constantly being introduced to the market targeting specific ailments and



emerging segments, such as pets. We place customer education at the center of our experience 
and we offer introduction to cannabis experts that include chemists, doctors and veterinarians. 
In addition, we incorporate:

■ Highly trained and knowledgeable staff of cannabis experts
■ Hosted nights during which experts from different fields share their knowledge.
■ Large assortment of products and doses to offer trial size products in an effort to 

customize the right dose at the right price
■ Onsite hosted nights to provide free education to the community

INTERIOR DESIGN CONCEPT
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We've developed a thoughtful program to deliver customized support to our community 
through education. We have built a team of medical experts with expertise to assist with 
referrals to cannabis doctors and offer referrals and calibrating each product to the unique 
needs of each patient. So much of what makes an adult use retail store valuable is education; 
customers deserve adequate information about their medicine or products available for 
purchase. We aim to creatively deliver key content through informed employees and 
technological tools.

For many people, both young and old, dispensaries remove significant barriers to obtaining 
cannabis. Residents in condos and apartments are limited in space to cultivate cannabis and, 
most critically, those who face the sudden onset of a serious illness or who have suffered a

* *
If



catastrophic illness— all tend to rely on dispensaries as a compassionate, community-based 
solution as a preferable alternative to potentially dangerous, illicit transactions.

We will be the 'Whole Foods of cannabis.' We will be a retailer that shoppers trust every time 
they walk through the door. In front of every product there will be a sign and a photo of the 
grower with a clear explanation of who grew the cannabis, where the cannabis was grown and 
exactly how it was grown. We will serve the increasing number of consumers who are 
source-conscious.

INTERIOR DESIGN CONCEPT
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NAddress: 4325 N WOODMAN AVE 
APN: 2271018011 
PIN #: 165B157 536

Tract: TR 6630 
Block: None 
Lot: FR 32 
Arb: None

Zoning: C2-1VL
General Plan: General Commercial

w f r
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We have thoroughly analyzed the property and location and have completed a sensitive use 
survey that cross-checked to ensure that we are not within 700 feet of any of the following:

■ Library
■ Child Care Centers
■ Any School, Private or Public K-12
■ Drug Rehabilitation Centers
■ Other Cannabis Retail Locations

For these reasons, we are confident that we are not in any violation of any sensitive uses.

Aside from not being in violation of any sensitive uses, our application also addresses the 
City Council’s recommendations regarding public convenience (High Density Area 
Justification) and Public Safety.

Based on the traffic of the area, customer demand and the very dense neighborhood 
popu lation, the proposed business would serve the public convenience or necessity by 
satisfying a higher demand for retail location. In addition, the proposed retail location will 
include enhanced security features in addition to state and local security requirements, 
which includes 24-hour security surveillance, on-site security monitoring, 24-hour security 
personnel and patrol, security alarms and outdoor lighting. Cameras and lighting will be 
installed in accordance with the state Bureau of Cannabis Control (BCC) regulations.

Radius Map

City of Los Angeles 
Department of City PlanningZIMAS PUBLIC Generalized 08/28/2019
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1. Ownership and Financial Interest Holder Disclosure Form

OWNERSHIP AND FINANCIAL 

INTEREST HOLDER DISCLOURE FORM

The Applicant shall disclose all ownership and financial interest holder information as instructed below. 
Providing false or misleading information may be grounds for denial of the license application. Additionally, if 
after licensure DCR determines that a Licensee provided false or misleading information about its owners or 
financial interest holders in its license application, DCR may take any administrative action permitted by law.

OWNERSHIP DISCLOSURE

A. Ownership List

Instructions for disclosing ownership information:

Business Structure: Identify whether the person applying for a license is a sole proprietorship, corporation, 
limited liability company, partnership or other type of business entity.

Name: State the name of each person who meets the definition of an "Owner" under Business and 
Professions Code section 26001 (and the interpretive state regulations).

Ownership Interest: State the Owner's equity or profit-sharing interest in the person applying for the license. 
If an individual is an Owner but not but does not have an equity or profit-sharing interest, write "N/A."

Associated Owner: If a person's ownership interest is held through a business entity that is also an owner 
(e.g. a member of an LLC that owns shares in an applicant that is a corporation), identify the business entity 
here.

Title: If an individual is an Owner because he or she will participate in the management, direction or control of 
the person applying for the license, describe his or her title or role. Write "N/A" if the Owner will not participate 
in the management, direction or control of the person applying for the license.

An Applicant may attach a separate sheet to provide all required ownership information, but it must 
format the information in the exact manner reflected below:

. Sole Proprietor is a Tier 1 applicant with no partners/investorsLegal Business Name or Proposed Legal Business Name:

Business Structure: Sole Proprietor 
Owners:

Owner/CEOName: Brian Sanders1. Title:

100% Associated Owner: n/aOwnership Interest:

rev. (08.12.19) City of Los Angeles
Department of Cannabis Regulation

Page 1 of 4



1. Ownership and Financial Interest Holder Disclosure Form

Brian Sanders Owner/CEO2. Name:.

Ownership Interest:

Title:

100% Associated Owner: n/a

Name: n/a3. Title:

Ownership Interest: Associated Owner:

n/a4. Name:.

Ownership Interest:

Title:

Associated Owner:

n/a5. Name:.

Ownership Interest:

Title:

Associated Owner:

Name: n/a6. Title:

Ownership Interest: Associated Owner:

Name: n/a7. Title:

Ownership Interest: Associated Owner:

n/a8. Name:.

Ownership Interest:

If the Applicant has more than 8 Owners, attach an additional sheet on which all additional Owners are 
identified in the exact same format as above.

Title:

Associated Owner:

B. Entity Ownership List

If an owner listed above is a business entity, the Applicant shall attach an additional sheet that discloses the 
following information:

The name and contact information of all entities and individuals with a financial interest in the business 
entity. Each entity disclosed as having a financial interest must disclose the identities of persons 
holding financial interests in it until only individuals remain;

1.

The financial interest held by each entity and individual identified as instructed in Paragraph 1 of this 
subsection; and

2.

The name and contact information of the chief executive officer, and/or members of the board of 
directors, partners, trustees and all persons that have control of a trust, and managing members or non
member managers of the business entity.

3.

rev. (08.12.19) City of Los Angeles
Department of Cannabis Regulation

Page 2 of 4



1. Ownership and Financial Interest Holder Disclosure Form

FINANCIAL INTEREST HOLDER DISCLOSURE

C. Financial Interest Holder List - Instructions for disclosing financial interest holder information. 
A financial interest means:

An agreement to receive a portion of the profits of a commercial cannabis business; 
An investment into a commercial cannabis business;
A loan provided to a commercial cannabis business; or 
Any other equity interest in a commercial cannabis business.

1.

2.

3.
4.

Notwithstanding the above, a person does not need to be disclosed as a financial interest holder if it is:

A bank or financial institution whose interest constitutes a loan;
A person whose only financial interest in the commercial cannabis business is through an interest 
in a diversified mutual fund, blind trust, or similar instrument;
A person whose only financial interest is a security interest, lien, or encumbrance on property that 
will be used by the commercial cannabis business; or,
A person who holds a share of stock that is less than 5 percent of the total shares in a publicly 
traded company.

1.

2.

3.

4.

Additionally, a person already identified as an Owner does not need to be disclosed as a financial interest 
holder if it does not have a financial interest in the applicant separate and apart from the financial interest 
disclosed in the ownership disclosure form.

An Applicant may attach a separate sheet to provide all required financial interest holder information, 
but it must format the information in the exact manner reflected below

Financial Interest Holders 

Name: Brian Sanders

Contact Information: 744 Haskell Ave. Apt. 15, Van Nuys, CA 91406 

Financial Interest in Applicant: Owns 1°°% as Sole Proprietor_________

1.

n/a2. Name:

Contact Information:_______

Financial Interest in Applicant:

n/a3. Name:

Contact Information:_______

Financial Interest in Applicant:

rev. (08.12.19) City of Los Angeles
Department of Cannabis Regulation

Page 3 of 4



1. Ownership and Financial Interest Holder Disclosure Form

n/a4. Name:

Contact Information:_______

Financial Interest in Applicant:

Name:n/a5.

Contact Information:_______

Financial Interest in Applicant:

n/a6. Name:

Contact Information:_______

Financial Interest in Applicant:

n/a7. Name:

Contact Information:_______

Financial Interest in Applicant:

Name:n/a8.

Contact Information:_______

Financial Interest in Applicant:

D. Entity Financial Interest Holder List

If a financial interest holder listed above is also a business entity, attach a separate sheet to disclose the 
identities and contact information of all the owners of that entity.

rev. (08.12.19) City of Los Angeles
Department of Cannabis Regulation

Page 4 of 4



2. Financial Information Form

FINANCIAL INFORMATION FORM
Instructions: You must complete every section on the form for each item that is listed. Forms that are incomplete will be returned.

FINANCIAL HISTORY - Attach additional copies if needed

Section A - List all investments made into the applicant's commercial cannabis business
Address1. Name of Investor

n/a

Phone Number

n/a

Term(s) of Investment

n/a
Date of Investment

n/a
Amount

|$ n/a

2. Name of Investor Address Phone Number

Term(s) of Investment Date of Investment Amount

$

3. Name of Investor Address Phone Number

Term(s) of Investment Date of Investment Amount

$

4. Name of Investor Address Phone Number

Term(s) of Investment Date of Investment Amount

$

SECTION B - List all loans made to the applicant's commercial cannabis business
1. Name of Lender Address Phone Number

n/a
Term(s) of Loan Security Provided For Loan Date of Loan Amount

$

2. Name of Lender Address Phone Number

Term(s) of Loan Security Provided For Loan Date of Loan Amount

$

3. Name of Lender Address Phone Number

Term(s) of Loan Security Provided For Loan Date of Loan Amount

$

SECTION C - List all funds belonging to the applicant
Financial Institution Name Address Account Type Account Number

I n/a

Amount

n/a n/a 1$ n/an/a

Financial Institution Name Address Account Type Account Number Amount

$

Financial Institution Name Address Account Type Account Number Amount

$

Financial Institution Name Address Account Type Account Number Amount

$

SECTION D - List all gifts of any kind given to the applicant for use in conducting commercial cannabis activity
AddressName of Provider Phone Number Value/Description of Gift

Name of Provider Address Phone Number Value/Description of Gift

Name of Provider Address Phone Number Value/Description of Gift

City of Los Angeles
Department of Cannabis Regulation

(08.12.19) Page 1 of 1



6. Radius Map Attestation

RADIUS MAP ATTESTATION

The Applicant's proposed Business Premises is located at 4325 W°°dman Ave. Sherman °aks, CA 91423

The Applicant has conducted a diligent, good-faith inquiry to determine whether the proposed Business Premises is 

located within a 700-foot radius of any sensitive use specified in Los Angeles Municipal Code Section 105.02(a)(1)(B). 
Based on this inquiry, the Applicant attests that it has not identified any applicable sensitive use within a 700-foot radius 
of the proposed Business Premises.

The Applicant agrees to provide DCR a radius map prepared by a mapping or surveying company if necessary to 

resolve any doubts that the proposed Business Premises is outside of a 700-foot radius of any applicable sensitive
use.

Signature of Applicant of Duly Authorized Agent

B_ian Sanders

Date

OwnerPrint Name:

Legal Business Entity: 

DBA:______________

Title:

Sole Prop_ietor

N/A - Sole Piioprietor

4325 Woodman Ave. Sherman Oaks, CA 91-42(3Business Premises Address:

(Please attach a radius map in accordance with the attached instructions)

(08.12.19) City of Los Angeles
Department of Cannabis Regulation

Page 1 of 1



CITY OF LOS ANGELES DEPARTMENT OF™

PUBLIC CONVENIENCE OR NECESSITY (PCN)
FINDING REQUEST

D CANNABIS
REGULATION

LIC-4001-FORM - ATTACHMENT B - PNC FINDING JUSTIFICAITON

Explain how this request meets one or more of the City Council’s public convenience or necessity 
standards pursuant to City Council’s adopted Resolution (attach and number additional pages if 
necessary):

High Density Area Justification
The proposed retail location, 4325 Woodman Blvd., is just north of Ventura Blvd. in the neighborhood 
of Sherman Oaks. The building is approximately 2,400 square feet and has off-street parking located 
in the rear of the building. The area proposed retail site is surrounded heavily by other retail uses. 
Syracuse University in Los Angeles (SULA) is located across Woodman Ave. to the east of the project 
site. To the south of the property is the heavily traveled, Ventura Boulevard.
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Ventura Boulevard is one of the primary east-west thoroughfares in the San Fernando Valley region. 
It is one of the oldest routes in the San Fernando Valley. At approximately 18 miles long, Ventura 
Boulevard is the world's longest avenue of contiguous businesses. The Boulevard begins near 
Calabasas in Woodland Hills at an intersection with Valley Circle Boulevard, travels through Tarzana, 
Encino, Sherman Oaks, and finally, in Studio City (where it intersects with Lankershim Boulevard), it 
becomes Cahuenga Boulevard, which then winds through Cahuenga Pass into Hollywood.

Ventura Boulevard has always been the most concentrated location for small businesses and shops in 
the Valley. Today, Ventura Boulevard includes housing, mini-malls, retail shops and a variety of 
business, schools and other commercial enterprises. Ventura Boulevard is also home to some of the 
highest valued single-family homes in the Los Angeles region.

Properties located along Ventura Boulevard are developed with a mix of pedestrian-oriented 
storefronts and office structures. Laurel Canyon Boulevard serves as the focal point of Studio City 
with its intense commercial development at the respective four corners.

Most single-family residential units are located south of Ventura Boulevard within the adjacent 
hillside areas of the plan area. Most multiple residential units are located north of Ventura Boulevard 
with high concentrations found along and between arterials.
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Ventura Boulevard



The easterly portion of the regional center along Ventura Boulevard at the intersection with 
Sepulveda Boulevard is a mixture of diverse office uses, retail and service activities. It is as 
diverse as the various areas that make up the Sherman Oaks-Studio City-Toluca Lake-Cahuenga 
Pass Community Plan Area. From the small but thriving commercial strip that serves Toluca 
Lake, to the varied mixed forms of commercial uses that are found along Ventura Boulevard, 
commercial development within the area is well maintained and serving community needs.

The Sherman Oaks-Studio City-Toluca Lake-Cahuenga Pass Community Plan Area houses many of 
LA’s most visited entertainment venues, such as the Universal Studios theme park and Universal 
City Walk, as well as countless small boutique and major retail centers. Sherman Oaks is home to 
two major regional retail malls - Westfield Mall and the Sherman Oaks Galleria.

The Sherman Oaks Galleria is a state-of-the-art open-air lifestyle center that includes 700,000 
square feet of Class-A office space in three buildings overlooking a 300,000-square-foot retail 
and entertainment complex. The Galleria is located at one of the nation's busiest intersections: 
the interchange of the 101/Ventura and 405/San Diego freeways.

iL

w

■ -N •

Sherman Oaks Galleria Located at 5301 Ventura Blvd | Sherman Oaks

Westfield Fashion Square is located north of the 101 freeway off the Woodman Avenue exit in 
Sherman Oaks and offers more than 126 stores and restaurants. The mall is anchored by



major retailers such as Gap, Macy's and Bloomingdales and measures over 362,000 square feet. The 
regional super mall is a boutique shopping destination serving both the local
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Westfield Mall Located at 14006 Riverside Drive | Sherman Oaks

neighborhoods of Sherman Oaks, Studio City, and Encino as well as the affluent hillside 
communities reaching into the Hollywood Hills, Brentwood and Bel Air.
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CBS Studios Located at 4024 Radford Ave | Studio City



The greater San Fernando Valley area has one of the nation’s largest concentration of media 
companies. The area is home to major entertainment and production companies including, The Walt 
Disney Company, Warner Brothers Entertainment, Universal Studios, Paramount Pictures, CBS 
Studios, DreamWorks, Starz Media, ABC, Inc., and Nickelodeon Animation. The CBS Studio Center is 
located north of Ventura Boulevard between Radford Avenue and Colfax Avenue. It is the largest 
industrial property in the Community Plan Area. With tapings for both television and motion picture 
films, the studio serves as a hub for local, national, and international production, brining visitors from 
all over the globe. The area is also serviced by one of the worlds busiest airports, Van Nuys Airport, 
with more than 230,000 flights each year.
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Los Angeles Entertainment & Attractions

While there are over 10 approved commercial cannabis retail locations in the area plan, the number of 
permanent residents (2010 Census identifies over 75,000 residents in the Sherman Oaks-Studio City 
areas), long-term visitors (such as those on long term film assignments at the studios in and around 
the area), tourists and out of area retail traffic, the area experiences far more traffic than the number 
customers the existing commercial retail locations can service.



Aside from the general high-volume consumer traffic patterns, commercial cannabis retail shops have 
seen a significant increase in retail sales in 2020. However, despite being deemed an essential 
business, commercial cannabis retailers are limited to the capacity restrictions mandated by the 
Governor and LA Health Department, in response to COVID-19. As such, retailers are limited to 20% 
occupancy capacity. Given the small boutique nature of the retail shops in the area, these restrictions 
could translate into less than 10 customers in the retail space at a given time. As a result of COVID-19, 
patients are experiencing longer than usual wait times and frequent product shortages. Increasing the 
number of retailers will allow customers and patients to avoid extremely long waits, help prevent 
crowding at the existing retail locations, and increase product supplies.

Based on the traffic of the area, customer demand and the very dense neighborhood population, the 
proposed business would serve an area of increased density or consumer traffic such that the 
proposed location would serve the public convenience or necessity by satisfying a higher demand for 
retail location.



Public Safety Justification

The proposed retail location will include enhanced security features in addition to state and 
local security requirements. The security plan includes 24-hour security surveillance, on-site 
security monitoring, 24-hour security personnel and patrol, security alarms and outdoor 
lighting. Cameras will be installed in accordance with the state Bureau of Cannabis Control 
(BCC) regulations. Additional cameras may be installed along the perimeter of the building (as 
feasible), to monitor all pedestrian and vehicular activity. Lighting features include 
perimeter lighting around the building, parking lot surface lighting as well as motion sensor 
lighting along drive aisle

A photometric study will be conducted, if needed, to determine appropriate lighting for the 
parking lot area. Due to the small size of the parking lot, it is anticipated that traditional 
outdoor lighting will be sufficient to ensure the parking area is well lit.
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Parking Lot Lighting Example

The security diagram below, illustrates approximate location of security cameras, perimeter 
lighting and parking lot lighting locations.i
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Premises Lighting Diagram



Perimeter lighting, including motion activated lighting features, will be installed along the 
front of the building (facing Woodman Ave.) and both sides of the building along the alley 
way and drive aisle.

Perimeter Lighting Example

The prosed premises will also include a state-of-the-art alarm system. The alarm system will be 
comprised of, but not limited to, components including keypads, perimeter sensors (used to 
secure doors, windows, bay doors, roof hatches, or any other means of entry), motion 
detectors, glass break sensors, panic buttons, and sirens. The system will detect 
unauthorized entrance at all entry or exit points and all exterior windows of the premises. It will 
also detect movement in the licensed premise when the premise is vacant. The alarm system 
will be equipped with “non-emergency notification” technology that allows 
administrators and/or security team to be notified of any unwanted activity in any part of the 
facility when the system is disarmed (i.e., power outage, sensor malfunction etc.).

The alarm system includes a web/mobile platform allowing access to be granted or revoked 
immediately by Security Manager or their representative. Panic hardware located 
strategically throughout the facility can be utilized in the event of an emergency. There will be 
both silent and audible panic alarms located throughout the facility. All managers and 
employees will carry or wear wireless panic alarm buttons. Additional alarm partitions



created in specific areas of high-risk, high value (vaults or product storage areas) to allow 
dual verification for entry.

In addition, the alarm system is equipped with an audit feature that allows the security 
Director to review any/all system activity for up to 120 days. The audit trail will provide 
detail of which user codes were used and when they are used. The licensed premises will 
engage the services of a third-party security company to install, maintain, and monitor an 
alarm system that is always activated. Upon request, the facility staff will make all 
information related to security alarm systems, monitoring and alarm activity available to the 
regulatory body.

The proposed security features will deter criminal activity, not only for the proposed 
business, but for the surrounding businesses and residents. Crime prevention through 
environmental design is a set of design principles used to discourage crime and promote 
building security. The concept is based on anticipating the thought processes of a potential 
offender and creating an environment that discourages follow-through. Implementing 
security features through design will discourage or impede criminal behavior, and at the 
same time encourage honest citizens to keep a watchful eye.

Security studies show that site with security cameras, trained security personnel and 
increased lighting, reduces crime (and even anticipated crime) in the neighborhood. The 
business security plan includes consultation with security professionals to ensure the site is 
equipped with the latest in security technology and the security team will practice the 
current security best practices as well as complying with all state and local security 
regulations. Because the proposed business will incorporate enhanced security features, the 
findings can be made that the safety related features would serve the public convenience or 
necessity by likely reducing crime or nuisance activity in the surrounding area.

Please note: All security features, including lighting, will be evaluated by a security and lighting professional prior 
to installation. Professional recommendations and best practices will be implemented.

i


