
PUBLIC SAFETY

MOTION

The Los Angeles City Fire Department (LAFD) currently provides inmate patient 
transports for the County. LAFD transports inmates from County jails to the County hospital, 
which places a significant strain on LAFD resources. In 2019, LAFD provided 1666 total of 
patient transports, an average of 4.5 transports a day accounting for an average of 5.2 work hours 
a day. In 2020, LAFD provided a total of 1386 patient transports for an average of 3.7 transports 
a day and an average of 4.5 work hours a day. LAFD work time is defined as when a unit is 
dispatched until the unit is available from the incident. Spending considerable resources on these 
transports means that LAFD is unavailable to respond to other calls.

Per the Los Angeles Administrative Code Section 22.210.2, the Fire Chief is authorized 
and directed to charge and receive reimbursement for City expenses incurred in rendering 
emergency ambulance and helicopter service to any patient at the rates set forth in the Article. 
However, arrestees and persons incarcerated in City and County jails shall not be charged for 
emergency ambulance and helicopter services. Given the County’s responsibility for inmates in 
their care, they should be financially responsible for the medical care of those in their custody.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the Fire Department BE INSTRUCTED and the City 
Attorney BE REQUESTED, with the assistance of the Chief Legislative Analyst and City 
Administrative Officer, to report to the City Council on the number of patient transports 
provided for persons incarcerated in County jail, the length of average deployment, the rescue 
impact on standards of cover, and dollars spent on an annual basis for the past 5 years of 
deployment.

I FURTHER MOVE that the Fire Department BE INSTRUCTED and the City Attorney. 
BE REQUESTED, with the assistance of the Chief Legislative Analyst and City Administrative 
Officer, to report to the City Council on how the City can pursue full cost recovery for transport 
services rendered to the County.

PRESENTED BY:
MONICA RODRIGUEZ 
Councilwoman, 7th District

SECONDED BY:

APR 2 7 2021


