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May 28, 2021 
 
The Honorable Nithya Raman 
Chair of the Information Technology & General Services Council Committee 
City of Los Angeles 
200 N. Spring St.  
Los Angeles, CA  90012 
 
RE: Council File # 21-0474, South Bay Fiber Network 
 

Dear Councilmember Raman and members of the Information Technology & General Services 
Committee: 

We are writing to express our significant concerns with the proposal to direct CLA, ITA & General 
Services to report on the feasibility of joining the South Bay Fiber Network to connect three Council 
District 15 municipal buildings.   

We share this Committee’s commitment to addressing digital inclusion with urgency and action.  
However, this proposal would divert taxpayer dollars to buildings that are already serviced or 
serviceable by high-quality, high-speed broadband provided by Charter (Spectrum), including a 
contract that was awarded through a fair competitive process.  Departure from the city’s well 
established procurement processes carry precedential ethical consequences that bear 
consideration. 

In addition, diverting taxpayer dollars toward duplicative infrastructure for buildings already 
serviced or serviceable does not get us any closer to our goal of digital equity.  In fact, this action 
would do the opposite, by creating an unnecessary service while ignoring the people who need 
connectivity the most.  We should be prioritizing infrastructure investments to unserved areas, not 
to buildings already able to access high-quality service. 

In Los Angeles, fortunately we have extensive broadband availability – investment in infrastructure 
is not the problem. Still, too many of our most vulnerable communities remain unconnected and 
so our investments in the City of Los Angeles should focus on people and equity, not capital 
infrastructure.      

Private providers have demonstrated proven models of increasing connectivity through the 
provision of low-cost plans.  And in the event an affordability gap remains, providing direct 
subsidies to low-income individuals and families is the most effective and efficient tool we have to 
immediately connect those most in need.  Emulating successful programs such as the FCC’s 
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Emergency Broadband Benefit program are critical to modernizing our social safety net to meet 
the needs of the 21st Century.   

We respectfully request this Committee consider the above factors when discussing the motion 
before you on Council File #21-0474.  Diversion of Measure M transportation dollars, which were 
meant to improve transportation infrastructure, should not be wasted on duplicative and 
unnecessary infrastructure, particularly in a time of such great need for real solutions for our most 
vulnerable community members.  

Charter remains committed to working cooperatively to help the City Council design solutions and 
programs to connect those most in need.  We believe that the development of programs that 
provision services for free to constituents or provide direct subsidies targeted to our most 
vulnerable populations, will provide immediate connectivity solutions that best address our shared 
goal of digital equity. 
 

Best wishes,   

 
Keri Askew Bailey 
Group Vice President 
 

 


