
CITY OF LOS ANGELES  
INTER-DEPARTMENTAL CORRESPONDENCE 

0150-11948-0000 

Date:

To: The Council  

From: Matthew W. Szabo, City Administrative Officer 

Subject: W. 50TH AND CRENSHAW – POTENTIAL PARKING LOT (C.F. 21-0600-S90)

RECOMMENDATION 

Instruct the Department of Transportation and the Department of General Services to contact 
the private property owner(s) at W 50th Street and Crenshaw Boulevard to assess their 
willingness to lease the property to the City, and pursuant to their interest, to negotiate draft 
terms, and to report back to the Municipal Facilities Committee (MFC) for further consideration. 

SUMMARY 

On September 1, 2021, the Council instructed that this Office report back on the motion (Harris-
Dawson/Ridley-Thomas) requesting $420,000 to lease a parking lot at W 50th Street and 
Crenshaw Boulevard to replace parking for small businesses impacted by the construction of 
the new Crenshaw/LAX light rail line (C.F. 21-0600-S90). In providing the instruction, the Council 
asked that we report on potential funding sources and specifically consider the use of funds from 
the Special Parking Revenue Fund (SPRF) and Metro. 

We have discussed this request with staff from the Department of Transportation and Council 
District Eight (CD8). Based on our understanding, the $420,000 represents the estimated cost 
of a ten year lease of a lot at the corner of W 50th Street and Crenshaw Boulevard for potential 
use as public parking and a pocket park. As a result, we offer the following comments: 

The City does not typically pre-fund a lease of property for the entire term
of the lease, especially prior to negotiating the terms of the lease. Funds
are provided in the City budget annually to support property leases.
Therefore, should the City choose to execute a lease at this site, a smaller
amount would be required in the current year.

The SPRF can be used to fund the provision of public parking. However,
the SPRF cannot be used to fund the provision of a pocket park. The portion
of the land that is dedicated to the pocket park will require an alternative
funding source.
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The lease payment, costs of improving the property, operation and
maintenance of the property improvements and the costs of restoring the
leased land to its original condition at the end of the lease will need to be
determined – for both the parking and park facilities.

As we develop more accurate cost estimates, we will initiate conversations with Metro about 
providing funding for this proposed lease and will report back with their response. Additionally, 
we will investigate and identify potential funding sources. 

The property in question is owned by a non-profit organization. They have communicated to the 
City representative a desire to maintain ownership of this property. Thus, an analysis comparing 
leasing the property to purchasing the property is not being considered. 

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

There is no fiscal impact to exploring the potential cost of leasing land. If the City decides to 
lease land, there will be a financial impact at that time.  


