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MICHAEL N. FEUER 
CITY ATTORNEY

REPORT NO. ^ ■ - Q 2 Q Q
JUN 1 4 2021

REPORT RE:

SECOND AMENDMENT LITIGATION

The Honorable City Council 
of the City of Los Angeles 

Room 395, City Hall 
200 North Spring Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012

Honorable Members:

The purpose of this report is to provide an update to the Council on the 
aggressive legal action our office has taken on behalf of the City of Los Angeles relating 
to gun control laws.

Second Amendment Cases

Miller v. Bonta {S.D. Cal. No. 19-cv-1537) [Assault Weapons] - On June 4, 2021, a 
federal district court judge overturned California’s three-decade-old ban on assault 
weapons, ruling that it violates the Second Amendment. The judge found that 
California’s definition of illegal military-style rifles unlawfully deprives law-abiding 
Californians of weapons commonly allowed in most other states and by the United 
States Supreme Court. This ruling is currently stayed for 30 days pending the filing of 
an appeal. We are currently taking the lead in working with other local governments to 
file an amicus brief in support of the state rule.

Duncan v. Becerra (Case no. 19-55376) [Large capacity magazines (“LCMs”)] - 
The City authored an amicus brief in support of California’s restrictions on large capacity 
magazines. On August 14, 2020, the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals found that
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California Government Code section 32310 which banned possession of LCMs violated 
the Second Amendment. The City also filed an amicus brief in support of rehearing.
On June 22, 2021, the Ninth Circuit will hear en banc oral argument from the parties 
seeking reconsideration of its opinion.

People v. Polymer80, Inc. (Los Angeles Superior Court No. 21STCV06257) (Ghost 
Guns) - Our office recently filed a complaint against Polymer80, the owner of a website 
and dealer network through which kits and parts used to assemble guns are sold in 
violation of federal laws. These guns are increasingly found at the scene of homicides 
and other violent crimes in the City and throughout our region. Our lawsuit alleges that 
Polymer80’s business is illegal, constitutes a public nuisance, and violates the California 
Unfair Competition Law. The litigation is in its early stages. On June 7, 2021, the 
Superior Court overruled Polymer80’s demurrer to the complaint.

New York State Rifle & Pistol Association v. City of New York (Case No. 18-280) -
The City filed an amicus brief in this case. This case was brought by an NRA affiliate 
challenging New York City’s handgun licensing regime which, among other things, 
restricted the transportation of handguns outside of the licensees premises except 
under limited conditions. The issue before the Court was whether the City’s rule which 
banned the transportation of a licensed, locked, and unloaded handgun to a home or 
shooting range outside city limits, violated the Second Amendment, the Commerce 
Clause, or the constitutional right to travel. The Court did not issue a Second 
Amendment ruling. Instead, by a 6-3 vote, the court found the case was moot based on 
the City’s repeal of the challenged handgun transport restrictions.

New York State Rifle & Pistol Association v. Corlett (Case No. 20-843) - The City 
intends to file an amicus brief in this case. The Supreme Court recently announced that 
it will hear this case which involves a challenge to New York State’s handgun licensing 
law, a law that has been in place since 1913. It requires someone who wishes to carry 
a handgun in public to demonstrate “proper cause” in order to obtain a license 
permitting them to do so. The plaintiffs in this case include the NRA-affiliate Rifle & 
Pistol Association and two individuals who claim that “law-abiding citizens” have a 
Second Amendment right to carry a gun in public.
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If you have any questions regarding these matters, please contact the undersiqned at 
(213)978-8100,

Sincerely,

MICHAEL N. FEUER, City Attorney

Kathleen A. Kenealy

By
KATHLEEN A. KENEALY 
Chief Deputy City Attorney


