
Los Angeles 
Guaranteed Basic Income Pilot



Why
Guaranteed Basic Income?



Poverty touches the lives of 
more than 38 million people 
living in America today — close 
to 12% of the U.S. population. 

Poverty affects two out of
every 10 residents in the City
of Los Angeles — most of them 
people of color. Thirty-one 
percent are children. 
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1/3
of working adults in Los Angeles

aren’t able to support their families
with full-time work alone.
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3,000 households. $1,000/month.
Unconditional.

$38.25M
PROGRAM SNAPSHOT
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HCIDLA proposes the following objectives to guide the City in tailoring 
the GBI pilot to the unique needs of Los Angeles: 

Financial relief

Increase assets and 
opportunities to build 
generational wealth

Transform the role of local 
government

Policy reform
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PROPOSED OBJECTIVES

Grow the research

Connect families to LA’s 
social safety net



Primary residence 
within the City
of Los Angeles

Households selected for participation
would need to meet four basic criteria:

PARTICIPANT ELIGIBILITY

Income level at or 
below the federal 

poverty line

Live in a household 
with at least one 
dependent minor

Experienced 
economic and/or 
medical hardship 

related to COVID-19
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PROGRAM DETAILS

Participants would have 
the opportunity to engage 

in research activities to 
study circumstances, 

evaluate outcomes

Final report and insights 
on the program will be 

documented following the 
end of the year-long 

program 

The initial target population will be a pilot group of 3,000 households
— drawn from all 15 Council districts, with the number of slots allocated

according to each district’s share of poverty within the City 

PROGRAM DESIGN

Selected participants would 
receive

a monthly, obligation-free 
disbursement of 

$1,000/month for one year
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There are GBI experiments
in other cities ...
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What began as
11 cities has
grown almost4x
in less than
a year
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will be the largest guaranteed 
basic income pilot of its kind
in the United States
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LOS ANGELES

The LA demonstration
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PROGRAM
PARTNERS

CD6

CD10

CD8

CD9
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PROGRAM PARTNERS



Questions?


