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August 1, 2021 
 
Members of the City Council 
Los Angeles City Hall 
200 N. Spring St. 
Los Angeles, CA   90012 
 
Re: 21507–21529 W. Vanowen, CEQA Appeal 
 DIR-2018-2336-SPP-SPPA-1A, ENV-2018-2337-SE 
 SUPPORT APPEAL  
 
Members of the City Council, 
 
United Neighborhoods for Los Angeles (UN4LA) is writing to support the appeal filed by 
Coalition for Valley Neighborhoods of the environmental clearance for the project 
approved for 21507–21529 W. Vanowen, DIR-2018-2336-SPP-SPPA-1A, ENV-2018-
2337-SE. Appellants are challenging the statutory exemption granted for the Project. 
While the City contends that environmental issues related to the Project were assessed 
in the Warner Center 2035 Plan Final EIR, we believe that appellants are correct in 
asserting that new revelations of extensive contamination in and around the Project site 
call the City’s approval into question.   
 
Appellants correctly argue that under PRC 21166 a subsequent or supplemental 
environmental assessment may be required if: 
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(b)  Substantial changes occur with respect to the circumstances under which the 
project is being undertaken which will require major revisions in the 
environmental impact report. 

 
(c)  New information, which was not known and could not have been known at the 

time the environmental impact report was certified as complete, becomes 
available. 

 
The emergence of a previously unknown Phase 1 Environmental Site Assessment 
(ESA), along with the recently conducted Phase 2 ESA, constitute “substantial evidence” 
and “expert opinion supported by fact,” which clearly show that significant quantities of 
toxic contaminants with known health impacts are present on the site. It is especially 
troubling that the Applicants apparently had the Phase 1 ESA in their possession for 
over four years before making the document public. This failure to produce in a timely 
manner an important letter, which concluded, in part, that a vapor encroachment 
condition could not be ruled out on the Project site, shows that the Applicants have not 
acted in good faith, and that they are not acting in the best interests of the community. 
Only through disclosure of this desktop ESA could the public learn that a Phase 2 ESA 
was urgently needed. The Phase 2 ESA, conducted in March, found significant empirical 
evidence of environmental hazards. 
 
The median income in this census tract is only 64% that of the Area Median Income, 
90% of the residents are minorities, and 25% live below the poverty line. It has become 
increasingly clear in recent years that low-income people of color are disproportionately 
affected by significant environmental contamination in their communities. The failure to 
require additional environmental review for the Project appears to indicate that the City 
of LA has no interest in changing this dynamic. If the Project is allowed to go forward 
with no further environmental review and no additional measures to reduce health 
harms, the low-income residents of the area will be subjected to significantly higher 
exposure to toxic contaminants. 
 
Again, UN4LA supports the appeal filed by Coalition for Valley Neighborhoods. The 
discovery, in March, of dangerous levels of tetrachloroethene on the Project site clearly 
requires additional review under CEQA. We urge the City to do the right thing to protect 
the health of current and future residents of this area. 
 
Sincerely, 
Casey Maddren, President 
United Neighborhoods for Los Angeles 
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