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Re: Proposed Vacation of Right-of-Way of Portions of Nicada Drive, Woodwardia Drive, 
and Angelo Drive 
VAC—E1401394 
  
Greetings: 
 
I oppose the proposal to vacate and gate streets in the Bel Air Glen HOA. As a 21-year 
resident of the HOA, I register the following objections and concerns: 
 

• If the proposed vacation and gating of streets were approved, it would “solve” a 
very local problem—one that has all but ceased since Covid-19 changed 
commuting habits and patterns—while creating and exacerbating larger and 
more pervasive problems of traffic flow in our HOA and in the surrounding 
neighborhoods 
 
o Specifically, the vacation/gating proposal advocates an extremely 

unbalanced trade-off. In exchange for eliminating cut-through traffic that 
sometimes occurred on Woodwardia Drive during afternoon rush hour, the 
gates would disrupt traffic in the area permanently, 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week 

 
o More specifically, the “exit-only” gate proposed for the north end of Angelo 

Drive would close off the main entrance to the community for many of us—
and many of our Bel Air Ridge HOA neighbors. The Ventura Boulevard 
district in Sherman Oaks is our main and closest business and shopping area, 
and when we return home from errands there, we turn left off of Beverly 
Glen Blvd onto Angelo Drive. Likewise, many of us (and many of our BAR 
HOA neighbors) re-enter the community at the north end of Angelo Drive 
when we return from our local shopping center on Beverly Glen Circle 

  
o Disallowing left turns onto Angelo Drive by southbound drivers on Beverly 

Glen would divert all such traffic coming into our HOA onto Woodwardia 
Drive, the congestion on which was the major impetus for the gating 
proposal to begin with 

  
o If this proposal is approved, Beverly Glen Blvd will see increased traffic. Side 

streets in the vicinity will be affected as well. Further, we should consider 
how other nearby HOAs might react if our HOA vacates and gates its streets. 
Observing our precedent and dealing with its negative effects, they may 
decide to vacate and gate their streets, too, thereby squeezing more traffic 
out onto the already over-burdened major arteries in the area 

 
• Less radical alternatives to vacating and gating have not been seriously 

considered. Even if pre-Covid-19 traffic conditions returned, Woodwardia Drive 



could be protected from cut-through traffic by a “no-right-turn-from-3:00-to-
7:00 pm” sign at Nicada Drive and Beverly Glen Blvd 

 

•  The traffic study undertaken in February 2020—in pre-Covid-19 times –is no 
longer pertinent. As was noted above, the pandemic transformed work and 
commuting patterns, and weekday rush-hour congestion on Woodwardia Drive 
has all but ceased 

  

•  Residents in our sister HOA, Bel Air Ridge, oppose the project 
  

•  It’s not even clear, from our CC&Rs, whether we’re allowed to gate our streets. 
Article 2.16 states: “’Private Streets’ on the Condominium Plan are streets not 
dedicated to the public but . . . shall be used for all purposes as though they 
were streets so dedicated.” 

 
• In the past three years, according to our annual reports, this questionable 

initiative has drained our HOA coffers of over half-a-million dollars. 
 
o 2018: $100,400 (specifically for the gating project) 
o 2019: $209,936 (specifically for the gating project) 
o 2020: $260,787 (specifically for the gating project) 
 
That so much money has already been devoted to this proposal is especially 
troubling in light of the following: 

 
• None of the costs that would accompany the vacation and gating—the costs for 

maintaining the vacated streets, the costs for installing gates and staffing a 
main gate, the ongoing maintenance of gates, etc.—have been projected or 
shared with residents of the Bel Air Glen HOA. Nor has there been an 
assessment of what these costs might mean in terms of increased HOA dues 

 
•     The original 2017/18 HOA vote in favor of the vacation/gating was conducted in 

a highly irregular fashion 
 
o with ballots initially distributed to attendees of a holiday party, rather than 

sent to all residents, a violation corrected only after complaints 
o with pro-gating representatives making door-to-door visits to selected 

homeowners, urging them to vote in favor of the proposal 
o with factually unsupported assertions by the Board that the community was 

plagued with rising crime rates and that gating was the only remedy against 
“community deterioration” 

o with stonewalling in the face of repeated requests for a presentation to our 
full HOA of the pros and cons of the vacation/gating proposal 

 



•  Other problems with the proposal include 
 
o Our HOA was never designed to be gated, and the proposed gates will 

consequently be noisily near a number of homes 
 
o      Three different styles of gates are proposed 
 

A vehicular swing gate with a guardhouse on Nicada Drive 
An automated entry-exit arm gate at the south end of the community on 

Angelo Drive 
An exit-only vehicular roll gate at the north end of the community on 

Angelo Drive 
 

This hodge-podge will likely result in confusions and delays for visitors 
entering and leaving the community 

 
o Vacating and gating Angelo Drive would inconvenience those who serve our 

HOA (delivery people, postal workers, gardeners, housekeepers, pool 
maintenance workers, contractors, etc.). It would also slow emergency 
responders. Even if they had gate keys or gate codes, they could be delayed 
for critical seconds or minutes 

 
In light of the foregoing, I respectfully request that the City Council reject this proposal 
to vacate and gate the streets of our HOA. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Timothy Steele 
2732 Angelo Drive 
Los Angeles, CA 90077 


