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August 13, 2021 

Sent By Mail and Email To: 
 
Bert Moklebust, PE 
Principal Civil Engineer 
Permit Case Management Division 
Bureau of Engineering 
Street Vacation Investigation Section 
201 N. Figueroa Street Suite #290 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
eng.landdev@lacity.org 

RE: VAC – E1401394 / Portions of Nicada Drive, Woodwardia Drive, and Angelo Drive 
Vacation District 

Dear Mr. Moklebust: 

We, the Bel Air Ridge Homeowners Association (the “BAR Association”), are writing to 
adamantly oppose the proposed vacation of right-of-way of the streets referenced above.   

A few years ago the Bel Air Glen Association approached us to discuss their proposed vacation of 
the above-referenced streets and construction of gates thereon because many BAR Association 
homes are located east of Beverly Glen Boulevard, directly adjacent to the Bel Air Glen 
Association. We objected then for the same reasons we are objecting now: (i) in an emergency, 
the proposed gates will jeopardize lives by limiting ingress and egress; (ii) the proposed gates 
would increase traffic on Beverly Glen, an already-congested, major traffic artery (although it was 
never constructed to be as such); and (iii) the proposed gates would restrict or sever the main access 
road for BAR Association homeowners who live on Angelo Drive. 

In terms of safety, first responders currently drive down Angelo Drive, the fastest route to many 
homes east of Beverly Glen. Waiting for two gates to open would add precious travel time. 
Emergency vehicles would most likely reroute—traveling half a mile south of Angelo Drive on 
Beverly Glen Boulevard and access Angelo Drive using Briarwood Drive.  For someone in dire 
need of medical attention, such delays are likely the difference between life and death. 
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Also in terms of safety, experts have recently warned us that, because of climate change, our area 
has become a very high-risk fire zone. Indeed, two years ago the Skirball Fire required evacuation 
of all homes less than a mile away from our development. If a fire were to break out in our area, 
hundreds of homeowners would all need to evacuate immediately and time would be of the 
extreme essence. For example, the Glass Fire last September burned an acre every five 
seconds. We shudder to imagine desperate families waiting in line on Angelo Drive to get through 
not one—but two—gates, while a fire raged around them.  

In terms of traffic, we have no doubt that during morning and afternoon rush hour, cars waiting to 
enter the proposed gate at Beverly Glen/Nicada Drive, would back up onto Beverly Glen 
Boulevard, which only provides single-lane traffic each way at such intersection. This additional 
traffic in an already congested corridor would affect not only our community, but surrounding 
communities as well. Moreover, the proposal ignores that this portion of Beverly Glen Blvd is a 
main north-south thoroughfare connecting the West side to the Valley and would, especially during 
peak rush hour times, add significantly to commute times while compounding traffic congestion 
not to mention cause added noise and air quality problems for residents along the corridor. 

Finally, in terms of access, currently all BAR Association residents living on Angelo Drive 
traveling from the San Fernando Valley south on Beverly Glen Boulevard simply turn left onto 
Angelo Drive to get home. The proposed "exit gate" on Angelo Drive would block incoming cars. 
Thus, all Angelo homeowners--inside and outside the gates—would now be forced to either drive 
further south on Beverly Glen Boulevard to the gate entrance on Nicada Drive or even further 
south to Briarwood Drive (a half-mile detour), most probably in traffic—to get home every day. 
We question the legality of blocking BAR Association residents' direct route access to their 
homes— on a public street—in this manner.  

To that end, we should also note that, according to Bureau of Engineering's basic instructions for 
requesting a street vacation (https://engpermits.lacity.org/vacation/), those who want to vacate 
streets are required to: 

"Fill out the attached application completely. If possible, the signatures and/or consents of 
all property owners abutting the public right-of-way proposed to be vacated and of those 
who make use thereof for ingress and egress to their property should be included."  

None of the BAR Association residents who "make use for ingress and egress" were contacted for 
their consent. Thus, again, we question the legality of this process.   

We understand that Bel Air Glen is proposing these gates to alleviate traffic on Woodwardia (the 
street parallel to Beverly Glen Boulevard) at peak hours. We propose, instead, that they erect a 
"NO THRU TRAFFIC 3-7PM WEEKDAYS" sign on the east side of Beverly Glen at Nicada 
Drive, to achieve this goal.   
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We urge you to deny the vacation of our streets and preserve the safety of all concerned. 

 

Very truly yours, 

 
Board of Directors of the 
Bel Air Ridge Homeowners’ Association 
 
cc:   Paul Koretz (paul.koretz@lacity.org)  

Jarrett Thompson (jarrett.thompson@lacity.org) 
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