IMMIGRANT AFFAIRS, CIVIL RIGHTS AND EQUI

MOTION

Los Angeles County has the largest population of urban American Indians and Alaska Natives (AIAN) in the
United States, with over 160,000 people. For over 45 years, the Los Angeles City/County Native American Indian
Commission (LANAIC) has provided a forum for representation and disbursement of federal programming dollars
for the greater Los Angeles AIAN population, through the Community Services Block Grant (CSBG) program. There
are three tribal nations in Los Angeles City that predate the Spanish Mission System: Ventureno-Chumash,
Gahneleho-Tongva, and Fernandeho-Tataviam, each recognized as California Tribal Governments.
Lamentably, California has historically enacted policies aimed at killing, murdering, and disenfranchising
AIAN people. The Spanish Mission System systematically and forcibly removed local indigenous people from
traditional villages by coercion. In an 1851 address to the Legislature, then Governor Peter Burnett directly incited
violence by stating that “A war of extermination will continue to be waged between the two races until the Indian
race becomes extinct must be expected.”
As today marks the 45th anniversary of the founding of the LANAIC, governmental action for the
advancement of AIAN people, sovereign tribal governments, and the City’s own role in representing and working
for these residents must be examined. The State of California has recently led the nation in working directly on
healing, truth telling, and documentation of historic issues affecting AIAN people. In 2018, AB 880 created the State
Office of Tribal Advisor, and in 2019 Governor Newsom issued a formal apology for the treatment of AIAN people
on behalf of the State.
The City should take actions with respect to govemment-to-govemment relations, collaboration, and historic
acknowledgement of past wrongs while developing policies focused on improving the lives of AIAN people within
Los Angeles. The Civil, Human Rights, and Equity Department in coordination with the Los Angeles City - County
Native American Commission and other City, County, and State partners, should report to Council on the recent
Mayor’s Office Civic Memory Working Group Report, relative to land acknowledgement; the City’s implementation
and compliance with AB 52 (Gatto); options for a formal apology on behalf of the City to local AIAN tribes; and,
City budget allocations to the Native American tribal community.
I THEREFORE MOVE that the City Council instruct the Civil, Human Rights, and Equity Department, with
the assistance of the Chief Legislative Analyst, the City Planning Department, and any other appropriate City
department, in coordination with the Los Angeles City/County Native American Commission and other County and
State partners, to review and report with respect to the Mayor’s Civic Memory Working Group Report; Governor
Newsom’s Executive Orders B-10-11 and N-15-19; the City’s implementation and compliance with AB 52 (Gatto),
including direct feedback from any tribal government acknowledged by the State of California, such as, but not
limited to: Ventureno-Chumash, Gabrieleho-Tongva, and Fernandeho-Tataviam tribes; and City budget allocations
to the Native American tribal community, as defined by State and Federal law.
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