
IMMIGRANT AFFAIRS, CIVIL RIGHTS A® EQUITY
MOTION

According to Queer History for the People (QHFTP), an organization that aims to make Lesbian, 
Gay, Bi-sexual, Transgender, Queer/Questioning (LGBTQ+) history available and accessible to all, the 
word “gay” emerged as an underground term in the early twentieth century and came into popular usage 
in the 1960s. The term was preferred by the Stonewall generation who were less likely than previous 
generations to identify being gay as shameful and or a mental defect. Though today the word gay 
typically refers to men who are attracted to men, it was historically used as a broad term that 
encompassed the entirety of the modem LGBTQ+ community. For example, in the 1970s, activists Sylvia 
Rivera and Marsha P. Johnson often spoke of “gay rights” or “gay power” in reference to their liberation 
as street queens of color. Today, we would refer to them as transgender. These two trans-women founded 
the organization Street Transvestite Action Revolutionaries (STAR) as a way to organize and advocate for 
homeless transgender youth.

According to QHFTP, the term “lesbian” comes from the Greek island of Lesbos and is 
associated with the poet Sappho, who described erotic love and attraction between women. Despite the 
use of the word gay as an umbrella term for gender and sexual minorities, the Women’s Movement gave 
gay women the consciousness to articulate how their experiences differed from both heterosexual women 
and gay men.

In the early 1970s, social workers, medical professionals, and activists organized the first ever 
Transvestite and Transsexual Conference at the University of Leeds in England. Some of the early 
literature on “trans” health made clear distinctions between transvestites (people who dressed as the 
opposite gender), transsexuals (people who transitioned genders through surgery), and transgender people 
who also transitioned to a different gender, but did not elect to undergo surgery.

The City recognizes the violent history and struggles experienced by people whose identities 
were suppressed due to homophobia, transphobia, and government actions. The City acknowledges the 
distinction between sexual identity and gender identity, as well as the implications for public policy. The 
City also embraces the array of identities that differ from traditional notions of gender, including gay, 
lesbian, transgender, queer, transsexual, gender nonconforming, gender nonbinary, asexual, agender, drag 
queen, androgynous, intersex, genderqueer, two-spirited, and genderfluid, among many others.

In recent years, the City has made great strides to be more inclusive, and with the creation of the 
LGBT Heritage Month, and notably, the Los Angeles Transgender Advisory Council, it must recognize 
its lack of acknowledgement of Queer, Intersex, Asexual, Allies, Non-Binary, Two-Spirit, and other 
minorities under the LGBT initialism, and it must continue to recognize and bring visibility to these 
various and important gender and sexual identities.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the City Council instruct the Civil, Human Rights, and Equity 
Department, with the assistance of the Chief Legislative Analyst and community organizations, local 
educational institutions, and other relevant non-profit organizations as appropriate, to report with 
recommendations relative to an official updated terminology and definition for the current “LGBT” 
initialism to be more inclusive and encompass the variety of gender and sexual identities, gender 
expression, and sexual orientation that shall be used in any and all official City documents.

MITCH O’FARRELL 
Councilmember* 13? District
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