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MOTION

The City of Los Angeles suffers from an immense housing crisis yet our Fire code is 
hindering the development of much needed housing for the special population who are ODR 
participants, and threatens the much needed support provided by these facilities as they 
transition and re-integrate into the community as productive members of society.

The Los Angeles Fire Code requires an occupancy classification of either single family, 
multiple family or care facility, yet it does not have a separate classification for Transitional or 
Supportive Housing, a classification established in State law, as well as in LAMC 14.00, A. 13 
(Density Bonus for Qualified Permanent Supportive Housing). The Fire Department’s 
inspection form does not provide this “occupancy type” permit category for Transitional or 
Supportive Housing and limits the Fire Department’s inspector’s ability to approve the 
intended use of the properties it inspects. Transitional/Supportive Housing is distinguishable 
from a Residential Care Facility, and is not the same category of facility.

The Fire Department, due to the classification nuance described above, has determined 
that it is unable to approve a permit for transitional/supportive housing within a residential 
zone.

State and municipal codes allow transitional and supportive housing uses as permitted 
residential uses. This approach is also consistent with the broader public policy goals to 
ensure the development of adequate housing options for individuals of all income levels and 
from all subpopulations.

Given the inconsistency between law and the fire code, the Fire Department, with the 
assistance of the City Attorney, should make a presentation to the Housing Committee on the 
disconnect between state and local code and the Los Angeles Fire Code as it relates to the 
definition of residential zoning classification for transitional and supportive housing occupancy 
type.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the Fire Department, with the assistance of the City 
Attorney, be directed to report, with recommendations / proposed resolutions, to the Housing 
Committee on the disconnect between state and local code and the Los Angeles Fire Code as it 
relates to the definition of residential zoning classification for transitional and supportive 
housing occupancy type, as further detailed in the text of this Motion.
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