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VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 
 
City Council 
City of Los Angeles 
200 North Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
clerk.plumcommittee@lacity.org 
CityClerk@lacity.org 
 

Re: 2102 - 2120 S. Pacific Avenue, 116 - 302 E. North Venice Boulevard, 2106 -2116 
S. Canal Street, and 319 E. South Venice Boulevard; VTT-82288; CPC-2018-7344-
GPAJ-VZCJ-HD-SP-SPP-CDP-MEL-WDI-SPR-PHP; ENV-2018-6667-SE 

 
Dear Council President Martinez and Councilmembers: 
 

This firm represents Venice Vision with regard to the development project Reese 
Davidson Community. Venice Vision has cited to a variety of reference materials in the letters 
submitted to the City thus far. This letter is intended to provide the City with copies of the 
referenced documents cited to in previous correspondence to ensure that they are made part of 
the Administrative Record.  
 

      Sincerely, 

                                                                              
                                                                             Jamie T. Hall 
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United States Department of the Interior 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service

National Register of Historic Places 

Inventory—Nomination Form
JUL 16 IBl

::-5

See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms 
Type ali entries—compiete appiicabie sections_____________

1. Name
historic The Venice Canal Historic District

and/or common N/A

2. Location
The District consists of the public right of way of Carroll Canal, Linnie Canal, Howland Canal, 
street & number Sherman Canal. Eastern Canals, and that portion ofyj^not for publication 

Canal Street and the Grand Canal between north ^
city, town Los Angeles _N/Avicinity of congressional district 27 _____

state California code county Los Angeles code 037

3. Classification
Category
X district

___building(s)
___structure
___site
___object

Ownership
X public

___private
___both

Status
. occupied

Public Acquisition
in process

___considered

JL unoccupied 
work in progress

Accessible 
___yes: restricted

yes: unrestricted 
no

Present Use
___agriculture
___commercial
___educational
___entertainment
___government

. museum
-X- park
__private residence
__religious
__scientific

industrial
military

. transportation
2Lother: Recreation

4. Owner of Property
name City of Los Angeles

street & number 200 North Spring Street

city,town Los Angeles HZAvicinity of state California 90012

5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. County of Los Angeles, Recorder's Office

street & number 227 North Broadway

city, town Los Angeles state California

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Historical Property Survey 07-LA-187 2.4/3.5 Venice Boulevard from Lincoln Boulevard 

title to Pacific Avenue, 07219-06221 has this property been determined elegible? ___yes *t no

date November, 1976 . federal state . county local
State of California, Department of Transportation, 

depository for survey records Envi ronmpntal Planning______________________________

city,town Los Angeles state California 90012



7. Description
Condition
___ excellent
------good

fair

Check one
JL deteriorated -JL unaltered
__ruins ___ altered
__unexposed

Check one
original site 

----- moved date N/A

Describe the present and originai (if known) physicai appearance

The Venice Canal District and surrounding areas were originally marshland adjacent to 
the outlet of Ballona Creek at the Pacific Ocean. The area was developed, beginning in 
1904, with a series of connected canals. The first canals within this development were 
located northerly of the proposed Venice Canal District in the "Venice of America" 
subdivision which was patterned after Venice, Italy and was intended to be a beach 
resort and cultural center.

The proposed Venice Canal District was an adjacent development to the south of 
of America" known as the "Short Line Beach Venice Canal Subdivision Number 1".

of "Venice 
Recorded

in 1905, this development provided four parallel canals, approximately 1,100 feet long, 
aligned perpendicular to the Pacific Ocean; from north to south these are named Carroll, 
Linnie, Howland, and Sherman Canals. These canals were bounded on the west by Grand 
Canal, which connected with the Venice of America canal system at the present location 
of Canal Street and extended southerly of the current proposed Venice Canal District 
limits at Washington Street arid then to the Ballona Lagoon and the Pacific Ocean.' (See 
map 2, sheet #1, and photograph 1.) Eastern Canal, also a part of the proposed Venice 
Canal District, is shown in connection with tract 3533, recorded in 1920. This 
placement ,is adjacent to the Short Line Beach Venice Canal Subdivision Number 1 
(see map 2).

The canals were constructed with a trapezoidal cross section and lined with clay. 
Concrete banks and concrete walks were constructed along the canal perimeters. To 
provide access to the three islands formed by the canal system, four concrete vehicular 
bridges on Dell Avenue and nine wooden pedestrian bridges over all six canals were 
constructed.

Lots abutting the cahals Were developed with single family dwellings. The surrounding 
area evolved into a beachfront resort and amusement center.

In addition to the canals and their rights of way, the proposed Venice Canal District 
contains 440 square feet of city-owned land, formerly railrpad right of way, which also 
contains small portions of an abandoned railroad bridge northerly of South Venice 
Boulevard which lie outside the Canal Street right of way on portions of four lots owned 
by the City of Los Angeles.

The canals within the Venice Canal District are deteriorated. The ecosystem has been 
endangered by pollutants introduced into the water. Water flow through the remaining 
system is regulated by a tidegate separating Ballona Lagoon from the Marina del Rey 
entrance channel and the Pacific Ocean. Water circulation is hindered by the silt, 
debris, and rubble on the canal bottoms. The courts on the islands, the bridges, and 
the sidewalks are all substandard (too narrow for two-way traffic) and/or deteriorated 
(see photogi^aphs 2 and 3). The vehicular bridges will be used for one-way traffic.
There are future plans, no date has been set, to replace one of the original bridges 
(the middle bridge on Eastern Canal); intentions are to replace this bridge with one 
designed in the manner of the original except that it will be widened.
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The canals developed north of the District were filled in starting in 1929 and are 
presently paved as streets. The Venice Short Line Railway went out of service in 1950 
and tracks have been removed.

The canals are public property, owned and maintained by the City of Los Angeles. They 
have remained intact since their 1905 construction with the same basic cross-section and 
design details, despite some neglect and deterioration over the years.

The property adjacent to the canals is privately owned and has gone through a number of 
changes through the years. Photographic evidence suggests that there are probably no 
more than two structures in the canal area that date from the first decade of this 
century. A large percentage of the residences have been built in the last ten years, 
possibly 40 percent. The remainder is divided between circa 1925-35 cottages and 1950s' 
stucco-covered apartment buildings.

The mix of housing stock is so great that inclusion of the privately owned property 
would detract from the recognition and importance of the canals themselves.



8. Significance
Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

prehistoric archeology-prehistoric X community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature _ sculpture
1600-1699 architecture education military social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
1600-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater

^1900- communications industry politics/government transportation
invention , 1 . 1 ;

1 . ■ ; .
other (specify)

Spoelfic dates 1905-1920 Builder/Architect MoseS Sherman/Eli Clark

StaUment of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Venice Canal District is significant as an early example of community/recreational 
planning in a coastal marshland area. The proposed Venice Canal District contains the 
major remaining portion of the Venice Canal system.

Early develojDm^nt in the area was facilitated by the development of mass public 
transportation from the central part of Los Angeles, the interurban trolley system 
between Los Angeles and Santa Monica was constructed in 1896 and extended southward 
through the Venice area to Redondo Beach by 1900. The,Venice Short Line was constructed 
in 1902 by the Los Angeles and Pacific Railway, headed tiy Moses Sherman and Eli Clark, 
sponsors of the 1905 development of the "Short Line Beach Venice Canal Subdivision" 
which makes up the proposed District. This pattern of development illustrates the 
relationship between construction of the railway transportation system of that era and 
the concurrent community planning and land development by the operators of the Los 
Angeles and Pacific Railways (Moses Sherman and Eli Clark).

Although this pattern of land development was repeated in many areas of Los Angeles 
County by the Los Angeles and Pacific Railway and other railways which eventually formed 
the Pacific Electric system headed by Henry E. Huntington, the particular development of 
the Venice of America and the Short Line Beach Venice Canal Subdivision Number 1 was 
unique. The attempt to create a beach resort patterned after the canal system of 
Venice, Italy, interfaced well with the particular geographicarnaiture of the marshland 
adjacent to the outlet of Ballona Creek, to convey a sense of historic cohesiveness 
through community planning based upon the canal system. Such a canal system appears to 
be unique to both the local. area as well as to the State of California. Although a 
number of canals were filldd in beginning in 1929, the six canals which constitute the 
proposed Venice Canal District retaiq the integrity of the original development. , 
Likewise, the Short Line Beach Venice Canal Subdivision Number 1 has, due to its unique 
canal system, remained distinct from the densely built surrounding neighborhoods.

Other than a few picket fences and diving boards put up by private property owners, 
there are no intrusions into the propose Venice Canal District. Boundary lines were 
chosen to exclude private property and include the canals and the canal rights of way. 
The northern boundary extends along Grand Canal to North Venice Boulevard, the end of 
the present and the original canal system. The southern boundary extends along Grand 
Canal to Washington Street which was the original boundary line for the Shorf Line Beach 
Venice Canal Subdivision Number 1. The boundary lines also include the bridge 
approaches of the abandoned Venice Short Line Railway bridge. (Please see map 2.) As

■' f! '



9. Major Bibliographical References
Basten. Fred L. Santa Monica Bay: The First IQO Years. Douglas-West Publishers, Inc., 1974
Ingersoll, Lurther A., Century History of Santa Monica Bay Cities, Los Angeles, 1908. 
Mew™York^*'l973'"’ Venice California: An Urban Fantasy, Grossman Publishers,
Sweet, Ira L.,’W.A. Myers, Trollies to the Surf, Interurbans Publications, Glendale,

97610. Geographical Data
12.11Acreage of nominated property 

Quadrangle name Venice, California 

UMT References

Quadrangle scale 1 :24000_

* 1,11 1 3| 6, 4| 7, 6, 0| |3|7|6|1|4|2|0| ® 1|1 |3|6,4 9,1,0 3,7 6,1 1,8,0
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

C|l,l |3|6.4|7,8,0| |3,7 6,0|7,4,0| D|l,l 136,4|7,2,0| 3,7 6,0|7,2,0|
Ell,l| |3|6,4|3,2,0| |3,7|6,ll3,l,0| Fill 1 1 1 1 . 1 1 1 1 , 1 I ,
G 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 I I 1 H 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 , 1 1 > 1 1 1 I I 1

Verbal boundary description and justification

(See continuation sheet. Item 10, pages 1 and 2)
List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state_____ j\j^A____________________code_________county _____ Nl/h__________ code

state N/A code county /V//» code

11. Form Prepared By
Office of Historic Preservationname/title Edna Bruce, Legislative Analyst Staff Revisions: Carol Branan

City of Los Angeles, Office of the 
organization Chief Legislative Analyst date November 20, 1978

street & number 200 North Spring Street, Room 253 telephone (213) 485-6613

city or town Los Angeles state California 90012

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

Xnational state local
As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title State Historic Preservation Officer July 13, 1982

For HCRS use only
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

Keeper of National

Attest:
Chief of Registration
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mentioned above, the Short Line Railway was an integral part of the Short Line Beach 
Venice Canal Subdivision Number 1, and the bridge is therefore included within the 
boundary lines.

Although both those portions of the Venice Canal system north and south of Washington 
Street have historical significance, it is important for contemporary geographic and 
procedural reasons that they be separated in this application.

The area north of Washington Street consists of Sherman Canal, Eastern Canal, Howland 
Canal, Linnie Canal, and an approximately 1,900-foot long section of Grand Canal. South 
of Washington Street is found the approximately 1,800-foot long remainder of Grand Canal 
and Ballona Lagoon which extends for approximately 3,200 feet before terminating at the 
Marina del Rey entrance channel.

In September 1904, the Ocean Park Improvement Association decided to construct these 
canals (1). The property owners' association wished to have canals running through 
their parcels of undeveloped land and have them connected to those canals then under 
construction to the north by Abbot Kinney. The new canals would join with a channel 
portion of the Ballona Lagoon, created when the area served as the ocean terminus of the 
Los Angeles River, and thus have access to the sea at Playa del Rey to the south.

In October 1904, the property owners agreed on a method of assessment for the excavation 
wark but actual construction did not start until July 1905, several days following the 
opening of Abbot Kinney's canals on the north (2).

The canals north of Washington Street were constructed in a trapezoidal cross-section 
and lined with clay. Grand Canal south of Washington Street was similarly built. The 
natural Ballona Lagoon was dredged, and its banks were lined with timber.

The entire canal system, Kinney's to the north and the addition leading south to Playa 
del Rey, allowed visitors to ride gondolas or other vessels from Venice's amusement zone 
to the sea at Del Rey.

Over the years a number of changes occurred. Kinney's original canals were filled with 
dirt and paved over in 1929 after several failed earlier attempts. Oil was discovered 
in the Venice area that same year and the canals south of Washington Street were lined 
with producing well towers. North of Washington Street the area remained residential 
although oil pollution intruded into those waterways.
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Today those areas north and south of Washington Street are distinct and separate. The 
canal does not flow unimpeded between the areas but is fed under Washington Street 
through pipes. Residents commonly refer to the "North Canals" and "South Canals", 
implying the sausage-like sectioning of the areas.

The area north of Washington Street is almost completely developed with housing stock 
along the canals. South of Washington Street has seen some new construction, and 
grading for new residential subdivisions has taken place.

North-south streets bounding the North Canals do not penetrate far below Washington 
Street adding to the difference between the areas. The canals north of Washington 
Street form a grid of obvious human design. South of Washington Street they form a 
flattened S-curve following the old lagoon's natural course.

These disimilarities suggest that the area south of Washington Street should be 
considered separately.

NOTES

1. Santa Monica Outlook, September 10, October 14, and November 1, 1904.

2. Santa Monica Outlook, October 14, November 1, 1904.

3. Santa Monica Outlook, January 13, May 5, 1906.
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10. VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION OF THE VENICE CANAL DISTRICT

Beginning at the intersection of the west line of Canal Street, being 60 feet 
wide, and the south line of North Venice Boulevard, being 50 feet wide, then 
easterly to the intersection of the south line of North Venice Boulevard and 
the east line of Canal Street, then southerly along the east line of Canal 
Street to a line parallel to and distant 71 feet northerly from the north line 
of South Venice Boulevard, being 40 feet wide, then easterly along said line 
5 feet, then southerly along a line parallel to and distant 5 feet easterly 
from the east line of Canal Street to a line parallel to and distant 27 feet 
northerly from the north line of South Venice Boulevard, then westerly along 
said line 5 feet to the east line of Canal Street, then southerly along the 
east lines of Canal Street and Grand Canal, being 69.93 feet wide, to the 
north line of Carroll Canal, then easterly along the north lines of Carroll 
Canal, being 70 feet wide, and Eastern Canal to the east line of Eastern 
Canal, then southerly along the east line of Eastern Canal, being 70 feet 
wide, to the south line of Eastern Canal, then westerly along the south lines 
of Eastern Canal and Sherman Canal, being 70 feet wide, to the east line of 
Grand Canal, then southerly along the east line of Grand Canal, being 70 feet 
wide, to the north line of Washington Street, then westerly to the intersection 
of the west line of Grand Canal with a line parallel to and distant 50 feet 
northerly from the centerline of Washington Street, then northerly along the 
west line of Grand Canal, being 70 feet wide south of Linnie Canal and 69.93 
feet wide north of Linnie Canal, to the north line Grand Canal, then easterly 
along the north line of Grand Canal to the west line of Canal Street, then
northerly along the west line of Canal Street to a line parallel to and distant
28 feet northerly from the north line of South Venice Boulevard, then westerly 
along said line 5 feet, then northerly along a line parallel to and distant 
5 feet westerly from the west line of Canal Street to a line parallel to and 
distant 72 feet northerly from the north line of South Venice Boulevard, then 
easterly along said line 5 feet to the west line of Canal Street, then
northerly along the west line of Canal Street to the point of beginning.

(See Continuation Sheet, Item 10, Page 2)
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The District excludes three islands containing public and private land within 
the above boundary. These exclusions are bounded as follows:

1. Beginning at the intersection of the east line of Grand Canal with the 
south line of Cairroll Canal, then easterly along the south line of Carroll 
Canal to the west line of Eastern Canal, then southerly along the west 
line of Eastern Canal to the north line of Linnie Canal, then westerly 
along the north line of Linnie Canal, being 70 feet wide, to the east line 
of Grand Canal, then northerly along the east line of Grand Canal to the 
point of beginning.

2. Beginning at the intersection of the east line of Grand Canal with the 
south line of Linnie Canal, then easterly along the south line of Linnie 
Canal to the west line of Eastern Canal, then southerly along the west 
line of Eastern Canal to the north line of Howland Canal, then westerly 
along the north line of Howland Canal, being 70 feet wide, to the east 
line of Grand Canal, then northerly along the east line of Grand Canal 
to the point of beginning.

3. Beginning at the intersection of the east line of Grand Canal with the 
south line of Howland Canal, then easterly along the south line of Howland 
Canal to the west line of Eastern Canal, then southerly along the west 
line of Eastern Canal to the north line of Sherman Canal, then westerly 
along the north line of Sherman Canal, being 70 feet wide, to the east 
line of Grand Canal, then northerly along the east line of Grand Canal
to the point of beginning.

The streets, boulevards and canals described above are shown on District Maps 
105A145, 105A147, 106.5A145 and 106.5A147 prepared by the City Engineer of the 
City of Los Angeles, California.
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NAME OF PROPERTY Venice Canal District STATE CA

The attached National Register Inventory-Nomination form is being returned to your office for 
clarification of the information indicated below. PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM WHEN THE NOMINATION 
IS RESUBMITTED.

8

Description: _p_
Please discuss the section of the canal extending between the SE edge

of the proposed district and the Marina, an area omitted from this nomination. Please

describe the architectural qualities which characterize the residential neighborhood

which developed with and physically define the canals themselves; do these possesi suf

ficient historical continuity and design integrity to constitute essential parts of theStatement of Significance: idistrict?.

. Please discuss briefly the significance of the "Venice of America" theme in the history

of tourism and development in early 20th century California.
1 <^'

OHp

Bibliography:

Geographical Data — Acreage:
UTM Reference(s):

Verbal Boundary Description:

Certification:

Photographic Coverage:

Map Coverage:

Other:

Questions concerning this nomination may be-'dTrected to 

on the National Register staff, telephone

Joe Towner

Thank you foryeiir attention to the ^ov^'tems* 

Chief, Branch of Registration
United States Department of the Interior - Heritaae f!nn<;ervafinn and Rprrpa-Hnn 5;prvirp
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i/9. Major Bibliographical References
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^ 11 • Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
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13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date. Phone: 202 272-3504

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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clarification "of the information indicated below. PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM WHEN THE NOMINATION 
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Description:
_____ O

it, c-a5i fanJ f- £..

, pc-j

statement of Significance:

Bibliography:

Geographical Data -- Acreage:
UTM Reference(sJ:

Verbal Boundary Descripti|)n:

Certification:

Photographic Coverage:

Map Coverage:

S’Uih? ^ ^7 f ‘fJz.S"/7 f
Other:

Questions concerning this nomination may be^-dTrected to 

on the National Regjj/ter staff, telephone 

Thank you for your attention to the above items.

Date:
Chief, Branch of Registration

United States Department of the Interior - Heritaap rnn«;prvatinn and Rprrpatinn <:prvirp
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA—THE RESOURCES AGENCY EDMUND G. BROWN JR., Governor

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION
P.O. BOX 2390 
SACRAMENTO 95811

Jiine 12, 1979

RECEITO 

JUN 2 1 1979

NATIONAL
REGISTER

Mr. Charles A. Herrington 
Acting Keeper of the National Register 
United States Department of the Interior 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
iiUO G Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20211.3

Dear Mr, Herrington:

We submit The Venice Canal District (Right of Way) for nomination to 
the National Register of Historic Places, This nomination is located 
in Los Angeles County in the 2?th California Congressional District,

Sincerely,

Dr, Knox Mellon 
State Historic Preservation Officer

Enclosures
cb/KM



N.^ME OF PROPERTY STATE C/?

Date Information Requested/Date Put in "Hold" Drawer: ^

Date to Be Pulled from "Hold" Drawer: 
(30 Days from Date Requested)

Information Requested From: t-
Information Requested/Reason Nomination Is Being Held;

5.^. Ce^

t V CK. f(0

/,!s/r^ <V, y-

^y>X#v/

'0/2, fT— /yiUM .’
/ ^

iSuyC^

/yidM : ^4/2. f:

<- Ak^/yt iAA .

/)-/y«/?f~ s^u^o ^ /i< /y^.
dyjyt /»

Reviewer



U S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE

TELEPHONE REPORT
7-2 A *5

time OF CALL <^mV
PM

I. CALL 14^-^TO; |__ 1 FROM iNama)

/^Thn /TZiTy'si^

2. ADDRESS (Tal. No. It naaded)

/SL / 5^ S-2J- S "/C. ^
3. SUBJECT. PROJECT NO,. ETC^ ^

!/u M2>.
4. DETAILS OF DISCUSSION

- 7')^ A-Tii;' t-i»,M^ ■5>/i^ 1^

NAME OF P N PLACING/RCCEI VINC CALL

h-
FHR-8-2: 
June 1971

OFFICE



VENICE U.S.A. Msr<=t> 5, 1981
dedicated to the historical 

restoration and preservation 
of Venice, California.

Nstionsl Register Division
Office of Archeology end Historic Preservation 
National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C,
Dear sirs:

We are enclosing a copy of a letter sent to 
the state of California relative to the nomination 
of the Venice canal system to the National Register.
We strongly support this nomination and urge its 
inclusion in the register.

If we can be of any assistance to you in this 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact us. We 
would also like to be kept informed of the nomination's 
progress. Thank you.
Sincerely,

Jody Cooper

Venice Qiy Hall 
«1 VENICE BLVD. 823-6211

VENICE, CALIFORNIA 90291 TELE.: 399 4804
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Ms. Jody Cooper 
Old Venice City Hall 
681 Venice Boulevard 
Venice, California 90291

. ■>-

APR 23 1981
“ 's-i "' :1.'.--

'■¥ ,■

Dear Ms. Cooper:

,: ': '«. % - ci-i V' ,' 1 ■^'S''.
^ V V ; 'V-^

->V.* '- ''«•>•■■

5^-:
Thank you for your letter of March 5, 1981, to the National Register 
of Historic Places supporting the nomination of the Venice Canal 
District in Los Angeles County, California. ----------- ----------

• -

The Venice Canal District was returned to the State historic 
preservation office for more information on February 2, 1980. The 
National Register has requested a brief discussion of the significance 
of the ’’Venice of America" theme in the history of tourism and develop
ment in early 20th century California. To date, this property has 
not been returned to the National Register. When it is resubmitted, 
the National Register staff will review carefully the statement of 
significance and the boundary to insure tliat they accurately define 
the extent of the historic resources.

1^4
'-r vxr • ;

........... .. C- ^

We appreciate your interest in historic preservation.

Sincerely,

«■-- ■ - ... :,-m.

-ii-' -:a-

Jptsl-S

Carol D. Shull (Sgd.)

Carol D. Shull 
Chief of Registration

■ n-
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cc: Dr. Knox Mellon
Office of Historic Preservation 
California Department of Parks 

and Recreation 
Post Office Box 2390 
Sacramento, California 95811 
NR
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA—THE RESOURCES AGENCY EDMUND G. BROWN JR., Governor

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION
POST OFFICE BOX 2390 
SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 93811

(916) 445-8006

July 13, 1982

Ms. Carol Shull
Acting Keeper of the National Register 
National Park Service 
440 "G" Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:

We resubmit the Venice Canal Historic District for nomination to the 
National Register of Historic Places. The property is located in Los 
Angeles County in the 27th California Congressional District. The 
property is in public ownership.

Sincerely,

Dr. Knox Mellon 
State Historic Preservation Officer

enclosure
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VENICE U.S.A.

dedicated to the historical 
restoration and preservation 

of Venice, California.

Dr. Knox Mellon
State Depertment of Perks end Recreetion 
Office of Historic Preservetion 
P.O. Box 2390 
Secremento, CA 95811
Deer Dr. Mellon:

Venice U.S.A. is e non-profit historical society 
dedicated to the preservetion of historic sites within the 
Venice area end the dissemination of information ebout 
our community's past. We ere strongly in favor of 
designation of the Venice canals as a part of the National 
Register of Historic Places and consider them important, 
iinique and potentially endangered reminders of Southern 
California's heritage.

We imderstand that, following the state's original 
nomination of the canal system in 1979, the federal 
government raised several questions which were directed 
to the city of Los Angeles, The city's somewhat belated 
response has now been forwarded to your offices. We urge 
you to process this material as soon as possible so that 
recognition of this important resource may be quickly 
granted.

If our organization can be of service to you in 
providing information about the historical background of 
the canal system or the Venice community, please do not 
hesitate to contact us. Please keep us informed of the 
progress of this nomination and any other activity relating 
to the Venice area.

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Jody Cooper

Venice Oty Hall 
681 VENICE BLVD. 823-6211

33 WINOW.'VRD VENIC:i£, CALIFORNIA iK)291 TELL.:
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Skateboarders (and a tricyclist) pause on a bridge 
spanning one of Venice’s few remaining canals. Morrie Rosen, director of the Israel Levin Senior 

Adult Center, with five of its 750 elderly members.
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By Charles Locltwood 

Wheels and deals 
keep Calif omia 
Venice spinning 

Roller-skaters, booming real estate vaZ.Ues 

and an influx of the trendy are changing 

this Los Angeles subwrb virtually overnight 

Venice, California, is not much like Venice, l!aly. 
though ic was intended co be. The aristocratic old city 
on Lhc Adriatic fa rather somnolent these days, hut its 
Southern California namesake is anything but: it's a 
genuinely eccentric aud much-loved community. a 
high-energy human circus and a curious historical 
spot, all rolled into one. It is one of the few places in 
Los Angeles where people get out of their cars and 
walk around like residents of u-aditionaJ East Coast 
and European ciLies, :rnd thousands of visilor; fill 1he 
tow11 on weekends Lo experience its color aJld flavor. 

Venice is a free-spirited, economkaUy and socially 
cliverse community 0£ 40,()001·esidenLS, which stretches 
for a mile ;md a haU along the Pacific Ocean between 
Maxina del Rey 10 the somli and Sama i\1onica to the 
nonl.L. ll's a place where j••~t about anything g-oes. 
Elderly Jews, burnt-out hippies, :t:nd yotUlg men and 
women on the loose live in run-down three- and four
story hotels and apartmen t buildings along the beach. 
ArtisLS, writers 3Jld growing ntUJ1bers o[ affiuen1 Bo
hemians have moved into bungalows on the narrow. 
garden-lined streets near the beach, or along the re
maining picmresque canals that orjginall y gave Venice 
iLs name. Blacks a.nd Hispanics 1l:ve in the Oakwood 
district hail a mile from the beach. And some Ve.11ic:e 
residems don't have homes at all: they simply park 
thl:ir cars or V3J1S near the bead1 and fo•e there for 
momhs, even years, before moving on. 

Venice is raunchy in places, but it is still a beach 
town, blessed with day after day of warm and sunny 
weather, soft ocean breezes and virtually ~mog-free air. 
Yee in spite 0£ all or iis attractions- indeed. because 
of them-Venice has its own problems. They are nol 
unique to Venke; chey are the problems 1h:at oonfrom 
any 1own when it is suddenly "discovcretl" by la.rge 
numbers of people who hadn't known, or cared, that 
it was there. The old are dislocated by the young, tl1e 
poor by Lhe afll uent, tlte trad i Li Otts by the trend>. PC()
ple change slowly; places these days-places like Ven
ice, anyway-change overnight. 

And today it is change t.hat meets t.lie eye. Some 
creative people have always been attracted 10 Venice. 
The late Charles Eames- designer. archicect aucl pro
ducer of films, although perhaps best known 10 the 
public for the Eames chair- worked in Venice for 
more than 30 years. But now artists of every kind, dis
covered and undiscovered, are moving there. Paimer 
Billy Al Jkngstcm ha; a studio and Tony Bill, copra. 
ducer o( The Sting, lives and works in a beautifully 
renovated bujlding half a block Crom the beach. 

On one recent weekend, a visitor could attend Lhe 

Mr. Lockwood, o.ulhor of fou.,. books on Amtrrican 
architec/11re a11d cities, wrote about the Green-Wood 
Cemetery in lJl'Ook.lyn for s~nTHSONl.AN,Ap .. il 1976. 

Color photographs b·y Chatt Slattery 
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Wheels and deiils in Venice 

":Sank-1·iding" skateboarder transfixe.~ onlookers 
as he reaches Lop of ramp on Ocean Front Walk. 

I 14 

First Annual Venice Flme Festival, J1ear Argentinian 
jazz in a club, or en joy the musicians' showcase at che 
Meacless Mess Hall (i.e., vegetarian). Other ru-rjstic 
expression is even less structured. Murals appear al
most overnight on blank walls of builrungs. Su·ect 
musicians draw large, enthusi.astk crowds. lmprovisa· 
tional theater groups perform on the beach. 

Peddlers and street artists set up their stands in the 
vacrull lots among Lhe small aparunenL buildings, re~· 
cauranLS, sidewalk C.'lf<!s and shOJ>S along Ocean Front 
Walk. Marilyn Sitko!I, an outgoing 31-year-old curly
headed ex-ceacller, sells paran·ooper pams and bright· 
ly dyed surgical smocks from a red wagon with the 
help or her basset hom1d, Bagels. mil Lombard i, a 35-
)'Car-old f.ormer social worker from Rhode I ~laml, has 
Mexican sandals and baskets, :~nd Roberta J\f:tilrnan, 
a 26-yeaJ'·Old linguistics student. is known as Cactus 
Wo111an, because she sells only poued cacli. 

But not all the street vendors are young people in 
Lheir 2<h and 30s who have dropped out. Rmh Clark 
js 51 and sells auractil'e old clothing. "We don't call 
'cm antiques," she >ays, "because we'd have to charge 
more money." Another Ocean Fro11L 1·egular i; :< sp1-y 
worn.an jn her 80s-"l am not going to tell you exactly 
how old"-known as the Doll Lady. ln good wea1J1er, 
she brings two aluminum lawn chairs 10 Ocean Front 
Walk, one for her, the other for the large doth Rag· 
gcdy Ann·Lype dolls she makes and sells. 

Feeling hc11/t!tie·r b)' compariscm 

Other peddlers sell food, and 1 he aroma of cooking 
hot dogs and hamburgers, Mexican tacos and bun-iLos, 
soul barbecue and Tcx:is d1ili fills the a i1· a long Ocean 
From Wall" One young woman skates up and down 
the pavement in a satin T-shirt and shor ts selling 
chocolate-chip cookies from a backpack. The Vt:ge· 
1arian Fast Food stand cloes a brisk business. For those 
less organically inclined, a man sells hoL dogs from a 
truck tliaL looks like a 15-foOt· long frankfuner-in-a
buu on wheels (p. 119). 

Ocean from Walk also has its shue of suntanned, 
windblown vagranLS ask ing for spare change. Some are 
traditional big-city middle-aged winos. Ct.hers ru·e 
young men and women who have used 100 many hard 
dn1gs. "No matter how sick, crazy, or S<)·ewed·up you 
are," OJ1e wild-eyed 30-year-old pru1bancller n :marked, 
"you can come down here and fmd ~omeone sicker, 
crazier, even more screwed-up, and you wi ll see them 
aml feel heallhier by comparison." 

Roller-skaling, now endemic everywhere, was Lhe 
biggest thing w hit Venice since 1l1e onslaught of bi· 
cycl ists in the early '70s. lt may well be the rnller
skating capital of America. On weekends tbousru1ds of 
skaters jam Ocean Front Wall:. Some skate up and 
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Harry Perry carries a guitar 
amplifier in his backpack.

Frowning unicyclist seems to show 
the strain of staying upright.

Self-styled Ex-Swami-X reads 
poetry, does monologues.

down the mile-and-a-half-long promenade for hours. 
Others carry portable tape players and disco-dance 
down the pavement on their skates. A few hold bub
ble-making devices and leave hundreds of soap bub
bles floating in their wakes. On Saturdays and Sun
days, skaters turn a section of the pavement into an 
obstacle course with empty soft-drink cans for markers. 
When the police aren’t looking, some young men turn 
four or five garbage cans on their sides and jump the 
entire row just like Evel Knievel (p. 121).

At the beginning of the 20th century, Venice was 
the dream of a remarkable man. Abbot Kinney, who 
made his fortune with Sweet Caporal and other ciga
rettes (p. 116). Kinney was a Renaissance man, edu
cated in Europe, fluent in several languages including 
Latin, and world-traveled. His interests and energy 
knew no limits. He was a respected botanical expert.

art and music fancier, even an occasional public ser
vant, and he shared his knowledge and concerns with 
the public. He wrote dozens of books and pamphlets 
on a variety of subjects: The Conquest of Death, For
est and Water and Money.

But handsome, bearded, piercing-eyed Kinney was 
a romantic as well. In 1904 he acquired 160 acres of 
marshland, 14 miles west of Los Angeles and overlook
ing the Pacific Ocean just south of Santa Monica. The 
worthless land reminded Kinney of the watery site of 
Venice, and he decided to build nothing less than a 
“Venice-of-America” on his land. In August, Kinney’s 
workmen started to excavate tons of dirt and sand for 
the Grand Canal (now Grand Boulevard), which was 
half a mile long, 70 feet wide, and four feet deep. 
They then built an extensive system of 40-foot-wide, 
four-foot-deep canals several blocks from the beach.
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Abbot Kinney, whose 
vision it all was.
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Venice c. 1908. Coral Canal, in foreground, is 
now filled in. Cosmos Club was a bar-restaurant.

with Venetian-type bridges over them (above). The 
canal network tied into the ocean through two large 
pipes, so that the tides, in theory, would freshen the 
canal system twice a day.

Kinney built the handsome St. Mark’s Hotel, loosely 
modeled on the Doge’s Palace in the original Venice, 
at the northeast corner of Ocean Front Walk and 
Windward Avenue. He specified that nearby commer
cial buildings should imitate the same Venetian style 
with street-level arcades, elaborate ornament and 
pointed-arch windows. Then he built a 1,600-foot-long 
pier into the Pacific Ocean at the end of Windward 
Avenue, with the Ship Hotel and restaurant near the 
end. This structure, in a departure from his Venetian 
motif, resembled a Spanish galleon, but it rested se
curely on pilings rather than floated on the waves.

On June 30, 1905, Kinney’s wife opened the flood
gates and the empty canal network filled with sea
water at the rate of 500 gallons a minute. Kinney then 
turned on the electric generating plant, and Venice 
basked in the glow of the 17,000 lamps he had in
stalled along the streets, the pier and the canals. Gas 
lines and sewers were already in place.

On July 4, 1905, more than 40,000 people rode the 
electric railroad from Los Angeles to Venice for the 
grand opening—an astounding figure, because Los 
Angeles’ population was only about 100,000 at the 
time. And the crowds loved what they saw: arcaded 
Venetian-style buildings, a 70-man orchestra playing 
at the end of the pier, and Italian gondoliers—im
ported from the real Venice—waiting to ferry wide- 
eyed visitors through the canals. (Today the gondo

liers are gone and canal traffic consists mainly of resi
dent ducks and participants in the annual build-your- 
own-vessel race.)

Kinney sold hundreds of lots for permanent homes 
and beach cottages that year, and prices weren’t cheap. 
Lots sold for as much as $2,700, twice the average 
price in another new subdivision, called Beverly Hills, 
two years later. Venice was an immediate hit, but 
Abbot Kinney wanted his dream city to be more than 
just another stylish real estate development. He had a 
utopian vision that Venice might become the center of 
art and culture on the West Coast.

He built a 3,500-seat auditorium at the end of the 
pier for the Chautauqualike Venice Assembly. It was 
finished just in time for the start of the season. During 
the first year there were performances by the Chicago 
Symphony Orchestra, lectures by Helen Hunt Jack- 
son, author of Ramona, and two days of Sarah Bern
hardt performing three celebrated roles. This was 
a rich cultural offering, but’the Assembly lost $16,000 
its first season. Venice’s summer residents and the 
thousands of daytrippers didn’t share Kinney’s enthu
siasm for art and culture—at least not when Venice 
offered a mile-long beach, romantic gondola rides, and 
pleasant restaurants and beer gardens—all within a 25- 
cent railroad trip from Los Angeles.

Kinney was disappointed at the failure of the As
sembly, but he knew when to quit. He canceled plans 
for the following year’s program and stopped talking 
about founding a university on the edge of town. Now 
he began turning Venice into the seaside amusement 
park the public wanted.
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Today, on one of the remaining canals, older 
house is sandwiched between new, expensive ones.

Fading arcade is a remnant 
of Kinney’s fake Venice.

When the Lewis and Clark Exposition closed in 
Portland, Oregon, he bought most of the amusement 
rides and installed them as a part of a multibuilding 
Midway-Plaisance which he opened along Venice 
Lagoon in January 1906. After that he built Ocean 
Front Walk along the edge of the beach, and it was 
just as popular a promenade then as it is today.

By 1914, Venice offered something for everyone— 
band concerts on the pier, dances in the old Assembly 
hall, ten-cent camel rides, hootchy-kootchy shows in 
the Midway-Plaisance, even airplane barnstorming in 
the skies. In 1915 more than 60,000 spectators watched 
Barney Oldfield win the First Annual Venice Grand 
Prix, a 300-mile-long auto race through the streets of 
the town (because of the large number of accidents, it 
was also the Last Annual Grand Prix). Despite this 
honky-tonk atmosphere, Venice also became a respect
able year-round community, and hundreds of middle- 
class families built comfortable homes close to the 
beach or along one of the canals.

Hollywood discovered Venice as a movie location. 
Silent-film directors in those days often shot their 
movies in authentic locations, and in 1914 Mack 
Sennett, creator of the Keystone Kops, heard about 
an upcoming children’s auto race in Venice. This 
sounded like a wonderful opportunity for slapstick 
comedy, and Sennett told an unknown comedian he 
had just hired, named Charlie Chaplin, to go to the 
auto race and create as much confusion as possible for 
racing officials and the spectators.

Chaplin wore a funny-looking costume to the races— 
pants several sizes too large, shoes too big and on the

wrong feet, a too-small bowler hat and a false mous
tache. He improvised slapstick routines at the auto 
race for 45 minutes, and the result was an 11-minute 
comedy short entitled Kid Auto Races at Venice. This 
was the second film Chaplin ever made, and it was the 
beginning of his famed “Tramp” character.

Venice enjoyed its best years as a middle-class com
munity and resort in the 1920s. But when Abbot 
Kinney died on November 14, 1920, much of Venice’s 
optimism and spirit died with him. Fires and winter 
storms periodically damaged the pier and Midway- 
Plaisance; and the canals, it turned out, did not flush 
out, as anticipated, with every tide. They were filling 
up with silt, algae and even garbage.

Finally, scandals rocked the town government. Po
lice, fire and sanitation services were inadequate. In 
1925 Venice residents voted 3,130 to 2,215 to become 
a part of Los Angeles, with the hope, as one annexa
tion supporter declared, to “generally drag poor, 
blessed Venice out of the gutter.”

That did not happen. Community services re
mained as haphazard as ever. Los Angeles’ one accom
plishment was to fill in all of the seven original large 
canals. This outraged thousands of residents. When 
the first truck started dumping dirt into drained Coral 
Canal (now called Main Street), nearby residents 
jumped into the empty ditch and frantically shoveled 
dirt out as fast as it poured in. But their anger was 
futile. Several months and 80,000 cubic yards of dirt 
later, all of the canals lying north of Venice Boulevard 
had vanished.

Shortly after the canals were destroyed, Venice suf-
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Among artists who have been moving into Venice 
in recent years is sculptor Robert Graham.

rm
Actor-producer Tony Bill renovated a building that 
was on its last legs for his offices and apartment.

DeWain Valentine creates “installation sculpture,” 
geometric constructions of thin strips of glass.

fered another, even more serious, blow to its distinc
tive charm. On December 18, 1929, the Ohio Oil Com
pany struck oil on the southern edge of the commu
nity. Two years later, some 300 oil wells were pumping 
noisily away. Entire streets vanished under a forest of 
wooden oil derricks, and a grimy film of oil coated 
Venice’s bungalows and palm trees. Tourism dropped, 
and middle-class families started fleeing the town. 
Venice was well on its way to becoming a picturesque 
seaside slum.

Plenty of people, however, were more than happy 
to move to Venice—retired couples on small fixed in
comes (many had been garment workers in Los An
geles), and black and Hispanic families from the 
downtown Los Angeles ghettos. Although housing was 
decaying and the beach was closed because of raw 
sewage pouring into the ocean, these newcomers had 
found a comfortable, cheap, safe place to live.

Beatniks, hippies and flower children

But tranquility was not one of Venice’s virtues, par
ticularly in the blocks near the beach. During the late 
1950s, Venice—or Venice West, as it was called—had 
become Southern California’s Beatnik capital. Ven
ice’s “squares” were horrified. They had always toler
ated some eccentricity in their community—they 
really didn’t have much choice—but the Beatniks had 
gone too far. The Venice Civic Union was formed to 
clean up the town, and in 1962 the City of Los Angeles 
condemned the St. Mark’s Hotel and the Gas House 
—a raunchy hangout where the habitues sat on pillows 
on the floor or in one of the bathtubs scattered around 
the main room, rapping endlessly, playing bongos and 
smoking dope. Safety officials tore down the Gas 
House early one Sunday morning without going 
through the lengthy and public process of obtaining 
a demolition permit. Despite this continuing harass
ment, the Beatniks did not disappear until their move
ment ran out of momentum in the mid-1960s.

By then hippies and flower children were moving 
into the hotels and apartment buildings along the 
beach, into the run-down and unheated shacks along 
the silt-filled canals, and even into long-empty store
fronts on decaying commercial streets. Venice was be
coming a depressing and dangerous place to live for 
the first time.

Still the pervasive decay, the down mood and the 
burnt-out men and women could not totally obscure 
Venice’s undeniable charm. Actually, it had become 
the most romantic spot in Southern California. The 
half-gone, gap-toothed Venetian arcades, the crum
bling sidewalks and decaying bridges along the canals, 
even the algae-choked, half-empty canals themselves— 
all these had an appalling yet quite picturesque



beauty in a plastic, fast-moving Los Angeles, where 
charm was something manufactured for amusement 
parks or "Olde English" restaurants. 

"That's when! moved to Venice, when it was really 
down and out, about five years ago," recalls 39-year
old Tony Bill (opposite) at his production office 73 
Market Street, a few hundred IeeL from Ocean Fron L 

Walk. "I'd never lived there, but 1 knew plenty of ar
tists and writers who did, and tlu~ community suited 
my t:isres. The air was clean. l was stimulated by the 
many interesting people, the varjety of people. And 
Venice was doso to my sailboat. Then I discovered that 
some o[ my Hollywood and Beverly Hills friends 
wouldn't visit me here. Too dangerous, they said, and 
tl1ey may have been right." 

All that has changed. Artist DeWain Valentine 
works next door; Robert Graham, the sculptor, has his 
studio around the comer (both opposite). Across the 
street, the Ace Gallery shows Robert Motherwell, 
Andy Warhol and Rohen Rauschenberg. Accor Rich
ard Dreyfuss has opened a production office down the 
block. Although belatedly and in an altered form, 
Abbot Kinney's dream of Venice as a cultu1'31 center 
may be coming true. 

The improt1ement boom 

1ony .Bill's bloc;k of Market Street Ls just one sign 
of the vast a.ud rapid improvements now sweeping 
Venice, parLiculady the blocks near the bel\ch. Venice 
is the last chunk of low·renl ocean-front real estate in 
Southern California, and il~ Bohemian clays are nwn
bered. By 1979, dozens of stylish restaumnts, antique 
shops, and an gaUeries had opened along Main Street 
in Ocean Park, a little community between Venice 
and Sama Monica. Main Street, though not actually a 
part of Venice, has become a Los Angeles version of 
San T'.l'ancisro's Union Street or Washington's George
town. Sleek, afiluent-looking people from Beverly 
Hills or Marina del Ray, who wouldn't liave dreamed 
of setting foot anywl1ere near Ven ice a year oi: two ago, 
can't find empty parking places for their Mercedes and 
Porsches along Main Street most nigh!.$ of the week. 

The improvement boom has spilled over into West 
Washington Boulevard, which is the dividing line be
tween the ocean-front commuruty and the black and 
Hispanic neighborhood of Oakwood. One of West 
Washington Bottlev.ard's best-known personalities and 
symbols of the old, pre-ch.ic Veruce is Rose Cline, who 
nms the U-Need-It Shop on the block ju.st north of 
Venice Boulevard. Rose is a free spirit-sh.on, sun· 
tanned, feisty, sixt-yish-and her shop is a fixed-loca
tion, seven-da)'-a-week garage sale. "I've got the entire 
YeUow Pages here," Rose says with a smile. "There's 
notl1ing I won't buy, and nothing I won't sell." 

There's entertainment on both sides of the window 
at popular, inexpensive Figcree's Coffee House, 

Mobile fast-food stand in the shape o[a giant 
hot dog also proclaims its product on license plate. 

Terra Jermett airbrushes designs on clothing. She 
also wears airbrushed roller skates, unseen here. 
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Wheels and deals in Venice

For all her eccentricities, Rose Cline unwittingly is 
one of the most astute businesswomen in Venice. By 
buying and selling used merchandise for the last 15 
years, she has acquired half a dozen adjacent buildings 
and vacant lots on an increasingly valuable street.

All this recent change and upgrading in Venice has 
given affluent Angelenos a new place to play, but the 
escalating rents have inflicted terrible hardships on the 
aged and the poor in the community. “I’ve lived in the 
same one-bedroom apartment on Sixth Avenue in 
Venice since 1959,” says Esther Gilman, a handsome 
gray-haired widow in her early 80s who has a warm 
smile and walks with a cane. “But I don’t know how 
much longer I’m going to be able to stay here, because 
the landlord keeps raising the rent.” But she can’t find 
anything she can afford, because one-bedroom apart
ments, like her own, rent for $400 to $500 a month. So 
Esther has applied for an apartment in one of two 
subsidized buildings for the elderly in Venice. The two 
buildings have a total of 110 units. The local waiting 
list has 4,000 names.

“The last decade has seen the decimation of the 
elderly Jewish community in Venice,” declares Morrie 
Rosen, the articulate and earnest director of the Israel 
Levin Senior Adult Center at 201 Ocean Front Walk 
(p. 112). “Their population has dropped from 16,000 
in the mid-1960s to less than 2,000 now, partly through 
deaths, but mostly because of rising rents and real es
tate speculation.”

Every day hundreds of these older residents come to 
the Israel Levin Center for a hot lunch, weekend din
ners and entertainment, or outings to museums and 
concerts. The average age of the 750 members is about 
80. Regina Bock, a 72-year-old tailor’s widow who has 
lived in Venice since 1940, is one of the regulars. “This 
is a lot better than sitting alone at home watching 
television or reading. I have lunch, see some friends,

maybe meet some new people. This is the last place in 
Venice for people like us.”

Regina Bock may have accepted many of the 
changes in Venice, but most of the elderly feel dis
oriented and out of place, because so many friends, 
synagogues and familiar shops are gone. Now they face 
physical danger as well, not from muggers, but from 
reckless roller skaters and others. “Whenever I go on 
Ocean Front Walk,” Regina says, “I walk next to the 
buildings and look out for roller-skaters and bicyclists. 
You could get killed.” She knows what she’s talking 
about. On June 10, 1979, a 25-year-old bicyclist, who 
swerved to avoid a skateboarder, ran into 86-year-old 
Ann Gerber as she crossed Ocean Front Walk. She was 
thrown to the pavement and died of a fractured skull.

Callous disregard for the very old, the very young 
and the defenseless is the problem of Venice today. 
The much-maligned single-class, single-age postwar 
Southern California suburb is emerging in a different, 
much trendier guise in Venice, and the elderly, the 
not-so-middle class, and the genuinely eccentric have 
no place in this new vision of a cleaned-up 1980s ur
ban America.

At this moment, Venice is poised between its free- 
spirited, creative, often down-and-out recent past and 
an uncertain but obviously more affluent future. This 
unstable mix of the past and the future creates the 
tension that gives Venice so much of its energy and its 
magic today, but it is a fragile synthesis, and Venice 
may well be quite a different place in just a year or two.
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Employees of a local roller-skate shop cool 
off at an outdoor shower in the Venice Pavilion.

Airborne roller-skater takes off over hurdle 
of garbage cans, a feat discouraged by police.
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