
MOTION

Two recent incidents in the City of Los Angeles highlight the need for an equitable framework in 
victim compensation and support when City Departments, facilities, or staff cause accidents or 
disasters that harm surrounding communities.

On July 11, 2021, a stretch of beaches near Playa del Rey had to be temporarily closed after 
roughly 17 million gallons of unfiltered sewage was discharged into the Santa Monica Bay from 
the Hyperion Water Reclamation plant. The plant is operated by the Los Angeles Bureau of 
Sanitation (LASAN). Nearby residents in both Los Angeles and El Segundo reported fumes and 
odors causing rashes, nausea, and burning eyes.

On July 22, LASAN announced it would reimburse nearby residents for air conditioners to stay 
in their homes, or hotel vouchers if they would rather leave the area. While this LASAN 
compensation is welcome and appropriate, the same level of assistance and compensation has 
not been offered by other city agencies in other circumstances, impacting less affluent 
communities and communities of color.

On June 30, the Los Angeles Police Department (LARD) initiated a controlled detonation of 
illegal fireworks seized from a home on the 700 block of East 27th Street, causing widespread 
injuries in the area. Police estimated the weight at 16.5 pounds, but federal investigators later 
determined that the weight was closer to 42 pounds. While police had told some residents to 
evacuate or remain inside prior to the detonation, this preparation and notification was 
inadequate, instead of just a loud bang, the explosion blasted out windows and damaged 
homes and businesses for blocks.

The explosion sent 10 LAPD officers, one ATF officer and six civilians to the hospital. Two 
elderly men who lived on the street and had damaged homes from the biast have since died. 
Thirteen businesses, 22 residential properties and 37 vehicles were destroyed. There has not 
been adequate compensation or assistance provided to the victims in the area.

instead, Councilmember Curren Price (CD 9) quickly moved to assist with housing, establishing 
a $1 million emergency relief fund and booking rooms in a hotel downtown for those displaced. 
As of August 10, more than 80 individuals from 25 households remained in 29 rooms paid for by 
the city. It is unclear when these displaced individuals will be able to return home.

The LA Times reported this week that, more than a month after the incident, displaced families 
who have remained in less damaged homes on the street say they are still struggling to recover 
from injuries, lost work, and disruption to their routines. Councilmember Price’s office is also 
preparing grants for families and hiring a contractor to complete repairs on the block.

The discrepancy of these two responses, with LASAN subsidizing residents to relocate due to
the Hyperion sewage spill, versus households displaced by the LAPD explosion being left to 
wait for assistance foi by their Councilmember, lays bare inequities in the response by City

iUQ \ t P



Departments to various communities throughout our city. This response raises questions as to 
how Departments compensate victims, if at all, and whether an equitable framework could be 
used across the board to ensure fair and timely assistance to affected communities.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the CLA, in consultation with City Attorney, report back to the 
Council on current protocols across City Departments to provide compensation to victims of 
city-caused accidents or disasters, including the LAPD fireworks detonation and the LASAN 
Hyperion sewage spill.

I FURTHER MOVE that the Office of Racial Equity within the Department of Civil and Human 
Rights and Equity report back to the City Council with an equity framework that can be used by 
all departments in providing victim compensation in the event of a city-caused accident or 
disaster. Such a framework should include considerations of public notifications in accessible 
forms and languages, a framework for providing compensation and assistance, and a culturally 
informed approach to ensuring safety in surrounding communities.
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