
Communication from Public
 
 
Name: Sam Miyamoto
Date Submitted: 11/09/2021 09:52 AM
Council File No: 21-1167 
Comments for Public Posting:  I support Item #5: Council File 21-1167, Extreme heat

preparedness efforts and recommendations. 



Communication from Public
 
 
Name:
Date Submitted: 11/09/2021 08:29 AM
Council File No: 21-1167 
Comments for Public Posting:  Support. 



Communication from Public
 
 
Name: Robert
Date Submitted: 11/09/2021 11:39 AM
Council File No: 21-1167 
Comments for Public Posting:  I am registering my support for the need for extreme heat

preparation in which the city needs to be proactive. Thank you. 



Communication from Public
 
 
Name: Andy Hattala
Date Submitted: 11/09/2021 10:59 PM
Council File No: 21-1167 
Comments for Public Posting:  As climate activist, resident of the Los Angeles area, and

Co-Chair of the Climate Reality Project: Los Angeles Chapter
(which consists of 1,200+ members), I strongly endorse the
preparation and adoption of advanced and well researched
policies, strategies, measures and actions to ensure preparation for
and the mitigation against extreme heat. The reality of climate
change and exacerbation by current urban planning necessitates
immediate action to prepare against the increasingly unbearable
heat, to protect vulnerable communities first and foremost and to
combat climate change as a means of doing both. 



Communication from Public
 
 
Name: Jonathan Parfrey
Date Submitted: 11/09/2021 03:21 PM
Council File No: 21-1167 
Comments for Public Posting:  Please see attached letter of support. The letter also applies to

Council Motion 21-1277. Thanks. Jonathan Parfrey 



November 9, 2021

Honorable Nury Martinez
President, Los Angeles City Council
200 North Spring Street, Suite 470
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Dear Council President Martinez:

Re: Council Motions 21-1277 & 21-1167 - SUPPORT

Climate Resolve enthusiastically supports the two environmental cooling measures before the Los
Angeles City Council, Motions 21-1277 & 21-1167.

Climate Resolve enjoys a proud history with the City of Los Angeles in winning environmental
cooling measures. In 2012, our organization assisted the Mayor’s Office to create urban cooling
goals. Soon thereafter the Los Angeles Department of Water & Power developed powerful
market-changing incentives for high albedo roofing, and the Los Angeles Department of Building &
Safety developed new building codes mandating roofing at a minimum of .2 SR (solar reflectance),
which quickly became an industry standard, spurring cool roof efforts across the globe.

In 2015, at Climate Resolve’s recommendation, the Bureau of Streets Services began to experiment
with cool pavements. This effort has grown to over 200 city blocks, providing benefits to many
neighborhoods. Today, Climate Resolve is working with City Plants to plant trees in low-canopy
neighborhoods, working with the City’s Chief Resilience Officer in creating resilience hubs in
climate-vulnerable communities and supporting other key resilience initiatives.

The two measures before council constitute a major leap forward in protecting the people of Los
Angeles from the dire impacts of climate change.

We look forward to the report-back from the Chief Legislative Analyst and the City Administrative
Officer in establishing a City of Los Angeles Chief Heat Officer (CHO) – but now wish to offer some
direction related to the report.

1. Make the CHO effective, not toothless. The City’s now-defunct Environmental Affairs
Department offers an abject lesson on how to position new functions within the city family.
A standalone position, responsive to both Council and the Mayor’s Office, will make the CHO
ineffective, a voice in the bureaucracy wilderness that can be easily ignored. Climate Resolve
firmly suggests that the CHO is given “bureau” status under the Public Works Department, a



sister bureau to Sanitation, Street Lighting, Streets LA, Contracts Administration and
Engineering. Such a designation would give the office gravitas. Moreover, most of the cooling
remedies are related to the Public Works bureaus.

2. Formally request partnership with the Los Angeles County Department of Public
Health. The City of Los Angeles does not run its own public health department, but depends
on the services of Los Angeles County. Motion 21-1167 perplexingly identifies the Southern
California Association of Governments (SCAG) as the relevant agency to gather health data.
In regards to the City of Los Angeles, that function falls to the Los Angeles County
Department of Public Health and the California Department of Health Care Access and
Information. As witnessed with COVID-19 reporting, hospitalizations can be reported in a
timely fashion. The CHO should work with the County and the California Department of
Health Care Access and Information to ensure timely reporting of heat induced death and
illness.

3. No one goes to cooling centers. Stop wasting City resources on them. Cooling centers
make a nice press release and Public Service Announcement over the air waves. Cooling
centers create the impression
that the City is doing
something to help people
during heat waves. It is a false
impression. The sad truth is
that nobody enters them. (See
attached image from the
Eagle Rock Rec Center.) An
early study by the CHO should
concern the wasted personnel
and related costs associated
with City-run cooling centers.
Thankfully, there are better
options, such as resilience
hubs. The Boyle Heights Arts
Conservatory, a resilience hub
under development, may prove to be a blueprint for similar efforts throughout the city.

4. The City’s Safety Element is out-of-compliance, with dire consequences for extreme
heat. The Council will soon approve an update to its Safety Element of its General Plan.
Unfortunately, the Safety Element fails to perform its stipulated function (set by SB 379 in
2015) to prepare the City for the impacts of climate change, including extreme heat. The
draft Safety Element suggests that the City will soon update its Local Hazard Mitigation Plan
(LHMP), as well as develop a Climate Adaptation Plan. City Council must immediately
dedicate funds to the Department of Emergency Management to update the LHMP, and to
the City’s Chief Resilience Officer to develop the Climate Adaptation Plan, otherwise
Angelenos will be needlessly and illegally at risk. The deadline for the Safety Element update
is January 1, 2022. The City will be out-of-compliance on that date. Frankly, the City is
exposed to legal action by failing to meet this deadline, which was established over five
years ago.

5. Look to LA’s Community Planning Process for insights on cooling strategies. Climate
Resolve, with support from Accelerate Resilience L.A. (ARLA) has been working in key LA



communities to inform the community planning process, see www.climateplans.LA. We
strongly encourage a process of listening to CBOs and looking to community plans for
guidance.

6. Avoid maladaptation. Beyond supporting beneficial pilot projects, the CHO should also be
tasked to identify larger endemic programs and projects that inadvertently make the City
hotter, and provide pathways for converting those practices. For example, StreetsLA’s project
using used tires and turning the "crumb" rubber into pavement has a negative impact on the
City’s temperature.

7. State and federal dollars are coming. The timing for a CHO could not be better. The State
budget has identified $800 million for California cities and agencies to address extreme
heat. The federal infrastructure bill has $47 billion identified for the purposes of climate
resilience. The CHO (and nonprofit allies) could help apply for these dollars, and put them to
work for the people of Los Angeles.

In sum, these are superb motions that hold the promise of tremendous health benefits for the
people of Los Angeles. Climate Resolve supports the motions and wishes to assist the City
Administrative Officer and Chief Legislative Analyst in their report-back to council.

Submitted respectfully,

Jonathan Parfrey
Executive Director

cc:
Council Member Gil Cedillo
Council Member Paul Krekorian
Council Member Bob Blumenfield
Council Member Nithya Raman
Council Member Paul Koretz
Council Member Monica Rodriguez
Council Member Marqueece Harris-Dawson
Council Member Curren D. Price, Jr.
Council Member Mike Bonin
Council Member John Lee
Council Member Mitch O'Farrell
Council Member Kevin de León
Council Member Joe Buscaino
Karly Katona, CD 10
Marta Segura, Climate Emergency Mobilization Office
Aaron Gross, Chief Resilience Officer
Rich Llewellyn, City Administrative Officer
Sharon Tso, Chief Legislative Analyst

http://www.climateplans.la

