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SUBJECT: Resolution to SUPPORT the United States to enter a Plant Based Treaty and make 

a plant-based approach to food a centerpiece of its greenhouse gas emission policy. 
 
CLA RECOMMENDATION: Adopt Resolution (Harris-Dawson – Koretz – De Leon) to include 
in the City’s 2021-2022 Federal Legislative Program, SUPPORT for the United States to enter 
into a Plant Based Treaty and make a plant-based approach to food and food purchasing a 
centerpiece of its greenhouse gas emissions policy. 
 
SUMMARY 
The Resolution (Harris-Dawson – Koretz – De Leon), introduced September 6, 2022, states that 
the reduction in three greenhouse gasses, namely Carbon Dioxide, Methane, and Nitrous Oxide, 
along with zero deforestation is imperative to mitigating the detrimental effects of climate change. 
The Resolution notes that between 2014 and 2019, there has been faster growth of atmospheric 
concentrations of methane; and that growth since 2007 is largely driven by emissions from fossil 
fuels and agriculture, with at least 30% of methane emissions attributed to animal agriculture. The 
Resolution indicates that scenarios modeled in the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change’s (IPCC) 6th assessment suggest rapid cuts of 75% to methane are required to stay 
within 1.5°C; and that data derived from the IPCC’s 2014 5th assessment reveals animal 
agricultural emissions as 35% of energy production, a figure which excludes deforestation 
emissions attributed to the growing of crops for farmed animals. The Resolution further notes that 
78% of farmland is used to farm animals yet supplies just 18% of global calories and 37% of 
protein. 
 
The Resolution further states that the City has committed to help mitigate the climate, ocean, and 
biodiversity crises by addressing the food system, including promoting the benefits of locally 
grown plant-based foods. The Resolution notes that, in March 2020, the City condemned the 
destruction of the Amazon rainforest by cattle farmers, calling for corporate and government 
entities operating in the City to divest from agricultural industries that benefit from deforestation, 
threaten Indigenous People who inhabit the rainforests, and serve to accelerate global warming. 
The Resolution further indicates that a global initiative is underway calling for a Plant Based 
Treaty that calls for three demands – Relinquish, Redirect, and Restore – to halt the accelerating 
expansion of animal agriculture, incentivize and promote a plant-based food system, rebuild 
critical ecosystems in line with the global commitment to limit warming to 1.5°C, and work to 
mitigate the climate crisis with fair, equitable transition plans. 
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Therefore, the Resolution requests that the City support the United States entering into a Plant 
Based Treaty and make a plant-based approach to food purchasing a centerpiece of its greenhouse 
gas emissions policy. 
 
BACKGROUND 
The sixth assessment report published by the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change is a comprehensive review of the world’s knowledge of the climate crisis and how human 
actions are altering the planet. The IPCC’s Summary for Policymakers which is associated with 
the report found that: 
 

“Global warming, reaching 1.5°C in the near-term, would cause unavoidable increases in 
multiple climate hazards and present multiple risks to ecosystems and humans (very high 
confidence). The level of risk will depend on concurrent near-term trends in vulnerability, 
exposure, level of socioeconomic development and adaptation (high confidence). Near-
term actions that limit global warming to close to 1.5°C would substantially reduce 
projected losses and damages related to climate change in human systems and 
ecosystems.” 

 
The report identifies a variety of climate-oriented impacts if actions are not pursued by 
governments in the coming years. 
 
Plant Based Treaty 
 
The Plant Based Treaty is a grassroots campaign designed to put food systems at the forefront of 
combating the climate crisis. Modeled on the popular Fossil Fuel Treaty, the Plant Based Treaty 
aims to halt the widespread degradation of critical ecosystems caused by animal agriculture and to 
promote a shift to healthier, sustainable plant-based diets. 
 
According to the Plant Based Treaty’s website (plantbasedtreaty.org), the Treaty is presented as 
three demands: Relinquish, Redirect, and Restore. The first demand, Relinquish, is described as 
stopping the problem from increasing, which involves no land use change, including deforestation, 
for the purpose of animal agriculture. The second demand, Redirect, is described as eliminating 
the driving forces behind the problem, and promoting plant-based foods and actively transition 
away from animal-based food-systems to plant-based systems. Lastly, the third demand, Restore, 
is described as actively healing the problem while building resilience and mitigating climate 
change, particularly by restoring key ecosystems and reforest the earth. 
 
DEPARTMENTS NOTIFIED 
 None 

 
 
 

________________________ 
Christopher Fields 
Analyst 

 
Attachment: 1. Resolution (Harris-Dawson – Koretz – De Leon) 



RESO L UTI 0 N l<ULES, ELECTIONS & INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS 

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles, with respect to legislation, rules, regulations or 

policies proposed to or pending before a local, state, or federal governmental body or agency must have first 

been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the concurrence of the Mayor; and 

WHEREAS, in the face of quickly-worsening global climate impacts, the City has been increasing its 

efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions across all sectors; and 

WHEREAS, the rapid, strong, and sustained reduction in three greenhouse gasses, namely Carbon 

Dioxide, Methane, and Nitrous Oxide, along with zero deforestation, is a climate imperative; and 

WHEREAS, between 2014 and 2019 there has been faster growth of atmospheric concentrations of 

methane; growth since 2007 is largely driven by emissions from fossil fuels and agriculture, with at least 

30% of methane emissions attributed to animal agriculture; and 

WHEREAS, scenarios modeled in the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 6th 

assessment suggest rapid cuts of 75% to methane are required to stay within 1.5C; and 

WHEREAS, data derived from the IPCC 2014 5th assessment reveals animal agriculture emissions as 
35% of energy production, a figure which excludes deforestation emissions attributed to the growing of 

crops for farmed animals. 

WHEREAS, the 2019 Land Use report by Ritchie, H. and Roser, M., calculated that 78% of farmland is 

used to farm animals yet supplies just 18% of global calories and 3 7% of protein; and 

WHEREAS, the City has committed to help mitigate the climate, ocean, and biodiversity crisis by addressing 

the food system, including promoting the benefits oflocally grown plant-based foods; and 

WHEREAS, in March 2020, the City condemned the destruction of the Amazon rainforest by cattle 
farmers, calling for corporate and government entities operating in the City to divest from agricultural 

industries that benefit from deforestation, threaten Indigenous People who inhabit the rainforests, and 
serve to accelerate global warming; and 

WHEREAS, a global initiative is underway calling for a Plant Based Treaty that through its three R's 

- Relinquish, Redirect, and Restore - aims to halt the accelerating expansion of animal agriculture, 

incentivize and promote a plant-based food system, rewild critical ecosystems in line with the global 

commitment to limit warming to l .5°C, and work to mitigate the climate crisis with fair, equitable 
transition plans; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the adoption of r 
this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles formally endorses and hereby includes in its 2021-2022 Federal 

Program SUPPORT · he United States to enter into a Plant Based Treaty and make a plant

ood purchasing a centerpiece of its greenhouse gas emissions policy. 



PRESENTED BY: 

Councilmember, 5th District 

SECONDED BY: 

MARQUEECE HARRIS-DAWSON 
Councilmember, gth District 
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