
RULES, ELECTIONS, INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATION!CRESOLUTION

WHEREAS, Azerbaijan's unprovoked military invasion of the Republic of Artsakh (formerly known 
as Nagorno-Karabakh] in September 2020 violated a decades-long ceasefire and sparked a 44 day 
long war, resulting in massive destruction and thousands of deaths and disrupting regional stability 
in the Caucasus region; and
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WHEREAS, throughout this military invasion, Azerbaijan demonstrated a wanton disregard for the 
safety of civilian lives, property and infrastructure, and Azerbaijan's military forces consistently 
targeted civilian areas with the indiscriminate use of rockets, drones, artillery and banned weapons 
such as white phosphorous incendiary bombs and cluster bombs; and
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WHEREAS, Azerbaijan shelled the Ghazanchetsots Cathedral in Shushi twice, and Human Rights 
Watch reported that "the two strikes on the church, the second one while journalists and other 
civilians had gathered at the site, appear to be deliberate"; and

WHEREAS, the Council of Europe’s Parliamentary Assembly has condemned Azerbaijan for "the 
damage deliberately caused to cultural heritage during the six-week war, and what appears to be 
the deliberate shelling of the Gazanchi Church, the St. Holy Saviour/Ghazanchetsots Cathedral in 
Shusha/Shushi, as well as the destruction or damage of other churches and cemeteries during and 
after the conflict”; and

WHEREAS, even after the November 2020 ceasefire agreement, Caucasus Heritage Watch has 
documented that Azerbaijan has continued its destruction of Armenian heritage in Artsakh by 
demolishing several Armenian cemeteries, including in the towns known as Mets Tagher and 
Sghnakh; and

WHEREAS, the dictator of Azerbaijan, and the government propaganda machinery under his 
absolute control, have consistently promoted an absurd and racist lie, rejected by historians around 
the world, that the indigenous Armenian people of Artsakh are not indigenous at all, and that all of 
the centuries-old Armenian churches, monasteries, cemeteries and other cultural and religious 
landmarks in Artsakh instead were built by "Ancient Caucasian Albanians"; and

WHEREAS, on November 25, 2020, just two weeks after the ceasefire, Azerbaijan announced the 
creation of a new "Scientific Center for Albanian Studies,” and the academy's head Ramiz Mehdiyev 
said that the center would be dedicated to "discovering the exact historical facts proving that the 
Albanian monuments, which the Armenians want to take for themselves, belong to us”; and

WHEREAS, following the November 2020 ceasefire, as a result of Azerbaijan's conquest, 
approximately 1,000 antique and medieval Armenian cultural sites in and around Artsakh, including 
historically and architecturally significant cathedrals, are now under Azerbaijan's control; and



WHEREAS, Azerbaijan has a clear record of destroying and erasing Armenian culture, as 
demonstrated by over 25 years of desecration of Armenian churches and cultural monuments in the 
region of Nakhichevan, where Azerbaijan's government has destroyed all 28,000 medieval 
Armenian religious monuments, including an estimated 89 medieval Armenian churches, almost 
6,000 cross-stones, and 22,000 tombstones.

WHEREAS, the Council of Europe's Parliamentary Assembly condemned "the destruction over the 
last thirty years of Armenian cultural heritage in Azerbaijan for which Azerbaijan is responsible, 
notably in Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic";

WHEREAS, the Council of Europe’s Parliamentary Assembly recently passed a resolution expressing 
its concern "in the light of past destruction, about the future of the many Armenian churches, 
monasteries, including the monastery in Khutavank/Dadivank, cross-stones (khachkars) and other 
forms of cultural heritage which have been returned under Azerbaijan control [and] about a 
developing narrative in Azerbaijan promoting a ‘Caucasian Albanian' heritage to replace what is 
seen as an ‘Armenian’ cultural heritage”;

WHEREAS, as the post-Soviet flattening of Armenian heritage in the Nakhichevan region comes into 
view through declassified Cold War satellite imagery—affirming Aylisli's eyewitness account—new 
threats seem to loom; and

WHEREAS, in light of Azerbaijan’s actual destruction of religious and cultural sites in Artsakh during 
and after the war, and its long and sustained campaign of cultural erasure in other regions, including 
Nakhichevan, and the frequent racist and false statements of its dictator denying the existence of 
centuries of Armenian cultural heritage in Artsakh, there is an imminent danger to the irreplaceable 
Armenian cultural treasures that are now under Azerbaijan's control; To say that these sacred 
heritage sites are at risk might be a monumental understatement; and

WHEREAS, with the resurgence of totalitarian movements promoting cultural erasure, campaigns 
by both state and non-state actors to influence public opinion, and a pernicious local presence by 
Azeri propagandists, including those who have committed acts of hate against local Armenian 
cultural institutions, the City must join the community of partners that stands against the renewed 
campaign to erase Armenian heritage and culture.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the adoption of this 
resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its Federal Legislative Program SUPPORT for 
any diplomatic, legislative or administrative action to protect the lives of civilians in Artsakh, take 
measures to protect against the destruction of heritage sites, and defeat the sustained campaign of 
erasure of Armenian culture by way of propaganda and falsification of historical record.



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City of Los Angeles calls upon the United Nations, UNESCO and 
the international community to take meaningful steps to preserve the Armenian heritage sites in 
and around Artsakh, and to hold Azerbaijan accountable for any damage to them.
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