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South Los Angeles is considered a food desert due to the lack of access to affordable and 
nutritious food, as well as a high concentration of liquor stores, comer stores, and fast-food 
restaurants in the area. In 2016, a study conducted by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
found that 35,000 residents in three neighborhoods in South Los Angeles had access to only four 
supermarkets.

The departure of several major supermarket chains serving South Los Angeles over the past 
decade has made these conditions even worse. In 2013, a Ralph’s supermarket located on the comer 
of Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard and Western Avenue closed. In 2016, a Walmart located at 4101 
Crenshaw Boulevard closed after the company announced a series of global supermarket closures. 
Most recently, in 2021, a Ralph’s supermarket located on West Slauson Avenue closed. These 
supermarkets served thousands of residents, and the store closures now require that residents have to 
travel much further for basic staples.

Over the past few years, the City has taken steps to facilitate the wider availability of healthy 
food in low-income communities. The Economic and Workforce Development (EWDD) is currently 
implementing the City’s Good Food Zone program, which helps attract food-related microbusiness 
enterprises or other small businesses by providing technical assistance with obtaining permits and 
licenses (C.F. 18-1007). In addition, the EWDD is implementing the Healthy Neighborhood Market 
Network Program with Community Development Block Grant funds to enable small neighborhood 
markets to offer healthy foods in low-income communities.

Efforts to expand the availability of nutritious foods will greatly benefit residents living in 
food deserts throughout the City. The large customer base in South Los Angeles provides an 
excellent opportunity for grocery store companies to expand their presence in Los Angeles as the 
City recovers from the COVID-19 pandemic. The City should continue to explore ways to 
incentivize grocery stores to expand their presence in areas that are considered food deserts, while 
existing efforts to increase the availability of nutritious foods in high-need communities are 
underway.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the Economic and Workforce Development Department, with 
the assistance of the Chief Legi slative Analyst and other City departments as appropriate, be directed 
to report within 60 days on the following: (1) the status of the Healthy Neighborhood Market 
Network Program funded in the Consolidated Plan, including a list of completed projects; (2) 
existing City programs that incentivize grocery stores to start businesses in underserved 
communities; (3) programs implemented in other cities that incentivize grocery stores to establish 
locations in underserved communities; and, (4) policy and program recommendations, such as tax 
incentives, to further assist grocery stores to start businesses in underserved communities.
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