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The COVID-19 pandemic has had a dramatic impact on how Angelenos live their daily lives. 
Due to schools and daycares being closed, parents were often desperate to find safe activities 
for their children. The need to "mask-up" and minimize indoor activities caused many parents to 
take their children to city parks to use playgrounds and other recreational amenities. This has 
turned a spotlight on the need for high quality outdoor recreational facilities.

Despite the public's desire for high quality recreational space, city parks have not seen the 
regular investment needed in order to keep them in good condition. The city's playgrounds are 
emblematic of this state of disrepair. Many playgrounds still have sand play pits, inadequate 
shade, and no equipment for people with disabilities.

Due to the shear volume of playgrounds that need to be upgraded or replaced, a piecemeal 
approach, where neighborhoods have to wait for scarce Quimby or Measure A allocations in 
order to see park improvements, has been used by the city which only allows for a few 
playgrounds to be replaced a year. This is not sustainable or in the best interest of Angelenos - 
a comprehensive plan is needed to upgrade all of the playgrounds in the city so that they are 
safe and accessible for all children.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the Department of Recreation and Parks be instructed to report back 
in 30 days on the condition of all playgrounds in the city.

I FURTHER MOVE that this report should include the year the playground was installed, 
whether or not it has resilient surfacing, if there is existing shade over the playground, and if the 
playground has already secured funding for repair or replacement.

I FURTHER MOVE that the City Administrative Officer, in coordination with the Department of 
Recreation and Parks, report back on the funding needed to ensure every playground is 
modernized and has resilient surfacing and shade.

I FURTHER MOVE that this report should include recommendations for creating a multi-year 
capital program to upgrade all playgrounds identified as deficient by the department.
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